
W
ant to build a
new home or
remodel an

existing home while
helping protect the
environment?

Experts say the solu-
tions may begin with
Green Built Homes and
Energy Star Programs;
both designed to save
you money and protect
natural resources.

The Built Green Grand
Traverse Program is a
voluntary green build-
ing program that serves
as a blueprint for
healthy, comfortable
homes that reduce utili-
ty bills and protect the
environment.

According to the
Home Builders
Association of the
Grand Traverse Area,
Inc., any size and type
of building can be a
Built Green if it follows
the recommended pro-
gram. 

There are several
components considered
in “building green,”
said Max Strickland, a
Traverse City builder
promoting environmen-
tally friendly builds. 

Each component takes
into account the impact
a build has on the
health of the planet and
the well being of the
homeowner. 

Those building a
Green Built home take
everything into account,
from the environmental
impact of the build site
to the kinds of materi-
als put in the home.

Not only are Green
Built homes required to
be more energy effi-
cient than standard-
built homes (exceeding
efficiency levels speci-
fied in the
International Energy
Efficiency Code by at
least 20 percent), but
they’re also built in
such a way as to use
water more efficiently,
further protect the
environment with
healthy landscaping,
and reduce indoor lev-
els of environmental
pollutants. 

“The Environmental
Protection Agency did a
study several years
ago,” said Strickland.
“They found that the air
in a typical home or
workplace is five to 10
times worse than the
air outdoors.”

Chemicals in the car-
pet, Radon gas, and
even glues found in
some furniture and cab-
inetry all compound to
make the air we breath
a little less healthy.
Green Built homes
attempt to limit or elim-
inate those chemicals
whenever possible.

Green Built builders
are expected to make
their best efforts to:

ä Employ recycled,
renewable, and previ-
ously used but struc-
turally sound building
materials wherever fea-
sible and permissible. 

ä Minimize waste,
spillage, pilferage,
spoilage and misuse of
building materials. 

ä Maximize energy
and water use efficien-
cy by exceeding local
energy standards in
building code for site
planning, thermal insu-
lation and mechanical
systems, and installing
a mechanical home ven-
tilation system. 

ä Reduce indoor lev-
els of Radon gas and
formaldehyde emis-

sions by following
industry and US EPA
guidelines on indoor
environmental quality. 

ä Provide consumer
operating and mainte-
nance information for
best performance in
this project through
careful planning, speci-
fication, job site man-
agement and labor
supervision.

The American Lung
Association estimates
that the cost of purchas-
ing a “green” home will
be approximately 10
percent higher than a
traditional build. But
Strickland said that
consumers will typical-
ly recoup those costs
through energy savings
and lower maintenance
costs.

Another program —
working hand in hand
with Green Built — is
called Energy Star. All
Energy Star-labeled
new homes are certi-
fied to meet the EPA’s
strict guidelines for
energy efficiency. 

To earn the Energy
Star label, a home must
be verified to be at
least 30 percent more
energy-efficient in its
heating, cooling and
water heating than a
comparable home built
to the Model Energy
Code. 

The Energy Star label

is earned only after the
home’s energy efficien-
cy is verified, either by
an independent third-
party or by adhering to
the quality control pro-
cedures established for
HUD - code manufac-
tured homes.

A home is only labeled
Energy Star when it
meets these rigorous
standards:

ä Tight construction
(for reduced air infil-
tration). 

ä Tight ducts. 
ä Improved insula-

tion. 
ä High performance

windows.
ä Energy efficient

heating & cooling
equipment.

And there may be fur-
ther financial incen-
tives in the offing for
those who choose to go
“green,” said
Strickland.

“Some states, like New
York and Pennsylvania,
have tax breaks for peo-
ple who build more
energy-efficient homes,
and a handful of other
states are working on
programs,” he said.

Strickland expects the
trend to reach
Michigan: “I do believe
we’ll have a program to
give tax breaks one
day.” 
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AMERICA’S CARPET BARNAMERICA’S CARPET BARN
At Chum’s Corner next to Taco Bell • US 31, Traverse City

Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3
“Where Pigs Fly” 943-PIGS 7 4 4 7

“No fancy showroom” 2-9.ex.687418
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✔ FULL SERVICE

✔ GUARANTEED 
INSTALLATIONS

We’re Celebrating Our We’re Celebrating Our 

4th Anniversary!4th Anniversary!

Financing
Available!

90 Days Same As Cash,
No Payments, No Interest 

to Qualified Buyers

Bring in your 
Bring in your measurmeasurementsements

Cupid’s Choice...

BERBER CARPETBERBER CARPET
Starting at Starting at 

5555¢¢
Be mine special...

In-StockIn-Stock

CERAMIC TILECERAMIC TILE
Starting at Starting at 

7575¢¢
❤❤  Bargain 4-U ❤❤

VINYLVINYL
Starting at Starting at 

7878¢¢

A Sweet Deal

CARPET & VINYLCARPET & VINYL
REMNANTSREMNANTS

CLEARANCECLEARANCE
PRICED!PRICED!

Cutie Pig
IN-STOCK PREFINISHEDIN-STOCK PREFINISHED

33¼¼”” OAKOAK
#1, #2#1, #2 , , SELECT SELECT 

& BETTER& BETTER

sq.sq.
ft.ft.

sq.sq.
ft.ft.

Over 300 toOver 300 to

Choose FrChoose Fromom

sq. sq. 
ft.ft.

UUPP  NNOORRTTHH  BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  && RREEAALL  EESSTTAATTEE

Call us for a no obligation marketing

analysis of your home!

Jim Dixon, Associate Broker &

Lesley Dixon-Werth, Realtor

(231) 409-5293

www.upnorth realestatenet.
110011  AAmmeess  SStt..
EEllkk  RRaappiiddss

TTeerrrraaccee  EEssttaatteess  CCoonnddoommiinniiuummss

OOPPEENN  HHOOUUSSEE  SSUUNNDDAAYYSS      11--33  PPMM
Luxury Condo Development
Private, wooded setting just south of 
Airport Road, off Garfield. Immediate 
Occupancy, completed models, basments,
central air, gas fireplace, wood & ceramic
floors. Starting at $164,900 
or select the lot & floor
plan that best fits your 
needs.  #1601303

Gracious Homes for
thoughtful Living ... 
within your budget.

ex2-9.687424

Green built homes can benefit your health and finances


