
Hawk’s Eye, sister course to The Chief, is set to open its second nine holes. 

BY MIKE TERRELL
Special to the Record-Eagle

Although the new golf course
development boom of the last cou-
ple of decades has slowed in
Michigan, a few new courses are
under construction and a couple will
open this summer.

Quality is now the byword rather
than quantity. While the state may
have relinquished its title as the
national leader in new course devel-
opment—a title it held for well over a
decade—limited construction contin-
ues in northwest Michigan where the
boom started in the mid-1980s.

The new courses under construc-
tion were designed by a couple of
the sport’s top golf course archi-

tects, Michigan’s Jerry Mathews and
Canadian John Robinson. Both are
considered among the top 50 golf
course architects in North America.

A-Ga-Ming Golf Course, overlook-
ing beautiful Torch Lake, has started
construction on The Torch, a new
18-hole tract designed by Mathews.
It’s slated to open in 2004, accord-
ing to GM and part owner Mike
Brown.

“Play had reached a point on the
Ming during our peak summer peri-
ods where we needed another
course, and the land for this new
course is beautiful,” he enthused.
“It’s rolling orchard land with wooded
pockets and limited views of Torch
Lake.”

Mathews called it some of the

best natural land for building a golf
course that he’s had to work with.
Considerable praise coming from
one of the most prolific golf course
architects in the state. He’s seen a
lot of property.

A new 7,500-square-foot club-
house, which will offer more restau-
rant seating and a bigger pro shop,
is also scheduled about the same
time as the new course. 

A-Ga-Ming will once again be
offering the Traverse City Triple Play
golf package, which includes two
night’s midweek lodging and 18
holes with cart at the Ming, High
Pointe and The Chief starting from 
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The Torch, Hawk’s Eye and Hawk Ridge nearing completion
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$179 per person for spring pack-
ages. For more details call (877)
678-0124 or click on www.a-ga-
ming.com.

On the opposite side of Torch
Lake and across Lake Bellaire,
Hawk’s Eye, sister course to The
Chief, is set to open its second nine
holes. The first nine opened late last
summer to rave reviews, according
to developer Tom Rowe, whose
father Grant helped develop nearby
Shanty Creek into one of the premier
golf course properties in the region. 

“Play was way up on The Chief
last season, and many of those who
played it also took advantage of our
low offer to play the nine-holes we
opened on the new course,” he
said. “Comments were quite favor-
able. Most golfers found it a little
less intimidating.”

The Chief, with a 145 slope rat-
ing, is one of the toughest courses
in the region, right up there with The
Bear, the heady Jack Nicklaus
course at the Grand Traverse
Resort, which set the standard for
tough.

“We asked Robinson to build a
difficult course with The Chief, and
he did,” laughed Rowe. “With
Hawk’s Eye he was allowed to incor-
porate his philosophy, which is to
make the course more player friend-
ly. We wanted it to complement the
first course, not duplicate it.”

The new nine holes, slated to
open mid-July, will actually be the
front nine. The nine holes opened
last summer were really the second
nine. 

The new course will feature large
landing areas and large greens. For
those that want challenge, they can
play from the tips. It will play over
7,200 yards from the back tees and
slightly over 5,000 yards from the
forward tee boxes. It has four sets of
tees on each hole. 

Carved through a northern
Michigan hardwood forest, the
course pitches and rolls over hill and
dale, much like the other course, but
won’t feature nearly as many blind
shots as Robinson’s first course.

A new clubhouse is slated for
Hawk’s Eye in 2004. Home sites are
available around the new course.
For more information on the new
course and real estate development,
call (866) 4-HAWK-18 or click on
www.golfthechief.com. 

The other Robinson course, Hawk
Ridge, is being developed at Skyline
ski area just south of Grayling off I-
75. The first nine holes were to open
last summer and the second nine
this summer, but things went wrong
with the sprinkler system affecting
the course seeding. It ended up sit-
ting them back a year, according to
developer and owner Jerry Balmes.

“We ended up having to correct
the whole thing and lost a summer,”

lamented Balmes. “I had to sue the
contractor, but were back on course
now.”

The first nine is expected to open
this summer and the second nine
will now open in 2004. 

When finished it will not be a long
course. It will play a little over 6,200
yards from the tips and around
4,800 yards from the forward tees. 

“It’s going to be a shot maker’s
course,” added Balmes. “If you want
to pound it, you’d better be accu-
rate. The average player should find
it very playable. Robinson likes to
incorporate generous landing areas
for the average hitter and large,
deep greens. The farther out a play-
er hit’s the ball, the narrower the fair-
way gets.”

Hawk Ridge will feature bent
grass tees and greens and blue
grass  fairways. It will also have lots
of sand traps—over 50—and sever-
al elevation changes.

“The golf course is being built on
a ski hill,” Balmes pointed out. “The
land drops well over 200 feet from
front to back. Some of the holes are
pretty dramatic and very scenic.”

To check on the opening of the
new course or to reserve a tee time,
call (989) 275-5445 or click on
www.skylineski.com. 
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THE INTERLOCHEN GOLF CLUB
Rated one of America’s Top 100 Best
Value Courses. The Scenic Interlochen
Golf Club is laid out through a forest
of large, mixed hardwoods and white
pines. It plays to 6445 yards with a
slope rating of 130. It’s strategically
placed bunkers: water hazards add

additional challenges for the weekend
golfer and low handicap player alike.
This course is a shotmakers delight.
Located just 12 miles fromTraverse

City on US 31 South. 
Tee Times suggested.

Specializing in your
Group Outings

Monday-Friday Buffet

10586 U.S. 31 South
Interlochen, MI 49643

877-480-7311 • 231-275-7311
Fax 231-275-6401

www.interlochengolf.com
4-26.GF.697341

course “should rank with my
best work.” 1-800-444-6711.

TTrreeeettooppss  SSmmiitthh  SSiiggnnaattuurree:
Designed by Treetops pro Rick
Smith, the par-70, 6,653-yard
course is already considered one
of the finest in the area. The
course opened 6 summers ago
and features big greens. The
Signature greens average 8,000
square feet in size, while greens
on most courses average 5,000
square feet. 1-800-444-6711.

TThhrreeeettooppss: A par three course
at Treetops. The holes range
from 96 to 216 yards and two
that have vertical drops of 90
and 170 feet. It was designed by
Treetops golf director Rick
Smith. 1-800-444-6711.

WWiillddeerrnneessss  VVaalllleeyy: This Valley
course features large greens and
tree-lined fairways. The course
is located 12 miles east of
Mancelona along C-38. (989)-
585-7090.

WWEEXXFFOORRDD  CCOOUUNNTTYY
TThhee  BBrriiaarr  aatt  MMeessiicckk: Nestled

on rolling terrain with woods,
streams and ponds, Briar pro-
vides you with opportunities for
all golf shots. The first nine
holes features rolling fairways.
It’s the shorter of the two nines.
The second nine is a little more
open. The greens are some of
the best around. This 18-hole
course is located 26 miles south
of Traverse City on M-115. It is
18 miles north of Cadillac and 1
mile east of Mesick. 885-1220.

BBuunnkkeerr  HHiillll  GGoollff  CClluubb: This
nine-hole layout features tree-
lined fairways. It’s scenic and
challenging. 775-3330.

CCaabbeerrffaaee: Located in the heart
of the Manistee National Forest,
this course is undergoing a
facelift that will take it from 18
to 36 holes. When completed in
2001, it will play to more than
7,000 yards. 862-3000.

CCaaddiillllaacc: Located on M-55 in
Cadillac, just west of M-115
junction. The 18-hole course
plays to 6,017 from back tees.
775-9442.

EEll  DDoorraaddoo: This unique course
features wide fairways and big

greens and is located just off
U.S. 131. 

EEmmeerraalldd  VVaallee  GGoollff  CClluubb: This
scenic layout features a combi-
nation of links style holes with
rolling terrain that weaves
through pines, hardwoods and
meadows. It’s a par 72 with 120
feet of elevation change. Located
35 minutes south of Traverse
City and 15 minutes north of
Cadillac near Manton. 1-800-
890-3407 or 824-3631.

LLaakkeewwoooodd  oonn  tthhee  GGrreeeenn: A
scenic course, it is fairly short
but challenging with tight fair-
ways and slightly rolling greens.
Water comes into play on five
holes. Located 2½ miles west of
M-115 on M-55. 775-4763.

MMccGGuuiirreess: There are two
courses at McGuires, one is a 9-
hole layout that plays to 2,792
yards. The other is 18 holes and
plays to 6,443 yards. This
course features wide, rolling
fairways. There are many trees,
but the course is still fairly open.
Well-kept greens are large and
slightly rolling. 775-9947.
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Discover
the Undiscovered!
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• Seasonal rates available

• Shop the Bear Trap Pro Shop

• 6 play punch cards

• Head Golf Pro Mark Youngdahl

• Golf lessons available

• Twilight rates available starting
at 4 p.m. 7 days a week

• Snack Bar
4/26.697339.gf

Looking to improve your
golf game?

King’s Challenge PGA pro-
fessional Chuck Olson
describes the mechanics of
an effective golf swing.

Set –up
Hover the clubhead off the

ground to promote a smooth
takeaway. Keep the ball for-
ward in the stance with the
arms extended comfortably
and naturally.  The insides of
your feet should be shoulder
width, flared out to promote
balance.  

Keep the knees flexed and
spread, creating a quiet
lower body during the back-
swing. If you are right-hand-
ed, your weight should be
distributed with about 75per-
cent on the right leg, with the
right side lower than the left.

Takeaway
About 36 inches into the

swing, the width of the take-
away is created with an
extension of the right arm.
Reach with the left shoulder
over to the inside of the right
knee.  The lower body sup-
ports the upper body as the
knees remain flexed and
spread, thus restricting the
hip turn and creating torque
between the upper and lower
body.

Top of Swing
The left shoulder turn lev-

els, loading the upper body
on the right leg. Keep your
shoulders 90degrees to the
target with the knees spread,
promoting restriction of the
hips, as the differential
between the shoulders and
hips will help to start the
downswing. The backswing
is a turning shift.

Transition
This is a classic sit-down

position. The lower left side
initiates transition, thus pulling
the right shoulder down and
allowing the club to lay back
into a plane.  

The hands remain locked
and lagging with the left knee
spread apart from the right.
This ensures getting to the
left side and allowing you to
release the right side at
impact.

Impact
Release all built-up lever-

age of 1) your left arm to the
golf shaft angle and 2) the
right arm angle.  Hit into, and
then through from the right
side.  

Your hands deliver the
clubhead squarely to impact.
Take a baseball-type sing
sequence back to impact
from top of swing.

Finish
Extend through post

impact.  Your belt buckle and
sternum have released well
left of the target and the
weight distribution has
dynamically been trans-
formed over to the left side
while shoulder balance is
achieved. The downswing is
a shifting lower-body turn.

Olson is a manager at
King’s Challenge and
Sleeping Bear Golf Club.
Both of which are located off
M-22 between Leland and
Glen Arbor.  

He continues his efforts in
making Leelanau County a
quality golf destination.  

“After seeing the success
of golf in Leelanau County
over the recent seasons, I
believe that Leelanau County
is an exceptional golf desti-
nation,” he said. “To that end,
we are working diligently to
expose as many golfers to
this pristine golf destination,
which now includes three
very differing golf experi-
ences.  There is truly some-
thing for every golf ability, all
surrounded by the shores of
Lake Michigan.” 
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IImmpprroovviinngg  yyoouurr  ggoollff  sswwiinngg
PGA professional breaks down the mechanics


