
AArreeaa  ooffffeerrss  ddiivveerrssee  ccoouurrsseess
There’s something to accommodate every golfing taste 

BY MIKE TERRELL
Special to the Record-Eagle

You won’t find a more diverse
location for a golf vacation in terms
of both golf courses and non-golf
amenities than Traverse City. 

“I look forward to vacationing in
Traverse City every summer,” said
avid Indianapolis golfer Mark
Johnson. “I love all the golf choices I
have, and my wife and two daugh-
ters really like the variety of things
they can do. There’s so much to
see and do and a whole lot of golf
to play.”

Golf Magazine rated Traverse City
“among the six top golf spots in the
nation” as recently as 1999. From
the monster Bear, the Jack
Nicklaus-designed course at Grand
Traverse Resort and Spa, to the very
playable, family oriented Bay
Meadows with its stunning views of
the bay, there’s something to
accommodate every golfing taste. 

Here’s what’s new around the
Grand Traverse regional golf scene
at selected golf properties open to
the public. 

The Grand Traverse Resort and
Spa, previously a KSL property, was
recently sold to the Grand Traverse
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa
Indians, but few changes, if any are
expected in the golf program for the
upcoming season. They will again
be hosting the Michigan Open on

the Bear in June. 
The Jim McLean Golf School,

which has been exclusively at KSL
properties in the past, will return. 

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
was possibly looking at hosting a
2004 LPGA tournament on the
recently opened Wolverine, but no
tentative dates have been
announced at this time. For more
information on golf programs at
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa call
(800) 748-0303 or click on
www.grandtraverseresort.com. 

Overlooking the city from southern
hills ringing the bottom of the bay,
Elmbrook, the oldest public 18-hole
course in the area, offers a gentile,
walking-style links with wonderful
views. Riding, of course, is an
option, but the course, which was
laid out in the early 1960s, reflects
the walking style of that era. 

“To reflect the history of the
course and reaching back to the
roots of golf, Elmbrook will be host-
ing a Heritage Classic in late June,
which will feature play with wooden
clubs,” said owner Carolyn Olson.
“We want to make it a fun event with
a serious side. The public is wel-
come, and we hope to have wood-
en clubs to rent for the tournament.”

The event will benefit the local
Heritage Museum and be called
“The Haig.” The intent is to assemble
a Walter Hagen exhibit within the

museum celebrating the years that
he resided in the area on Long
Lake. The date had not been deter-
mined at press time, but for more
information, call (231) 9469180 or
click on www.elmbrook.com.

Another relatively new area
course—opened in 2001—that was
designed as a walking course is
Lochenheath. Perched on bluffs
overlooking East Grand Traverse
Bay, it was rated as one of the Top
10 new golf courses in America last
year by Golf Magazine, and recently
as one of the Top 10 in Michigan by
Golf Week. 

Native, knee-high grasses outlin-
ing the flowing holes shape the link-
style design of the course. You can
ride or walk, but the flow of the
design makes it a classic walking
course. Not an easy course, its
144-slope rating is right up there
with The Bear, which is just a cherry
orchard down the road. 

At a little over 7,000 yards it
poses a formidable challenge from
the tips. Four sets of tees allow you
to bite off as much challenge as you
want. It’s the type of course that you
need to play a few times to get the
lay of the land, according to owner
Mark Krakow.

For more information or to set up
a tee time, call (231) 938-9800 or
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among Traverse City golf courses.
Want a great game of golf,

that’s close to home?

Play Elmbrook.

Call for special rates
and frequent player discounts.
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that’s close to home?
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Call for special rates
and frequent player discounts.

NNeeww  ccoouurrsseess  eeaarrnn  hhoonnoorrss
pines. The course meanders in and
out of hardwood forests, jack pine
stands, sand dunes and finishes
along side the beautiful 38-acre
Lake AuSable. 

“It’s a beautiful course that
embodies the best of both links-style
courses and a typical northern
Michigan course cut through hard-
wood forests,” said GM Tom Fous.

“It’s the first time I’ve been associ-
ated with a development that is geo-
graphically an island, but literally that
is what we are. The 400,000-acre
Huron National Forest surrounds us.
It’s a spectacular rustic, tranquil set-
ting that will never be duplicated.”

The course which measurers over

7,100 yards from the tournament
tees gets down to a playable 5,100
yards from the forward tees. An
unusual feature at Forest Dunes is
the junior tees. Measuring a little
over 3,300 yards from the kids’
tees, it makes the course very
playable for junior golfers. More golf
courses should take note of this fea-
ture. 

Forest Dunes features a number
of fun strategic challenges including
a 10,000-square-foot, crescent-
shaped green, a dual fairway for
risk/reward opportunities, a 605-yard
par-five, and a signature Weiskopf
short par-four cut through native
sand dunes. 

If your match ends up tied after
the 18th hole, than head to the 117-

yard, par-three 19th hole created for
just such occurrences. The course
also has a 15-acre practice facility
that can handle just about any type
shot you could imagine. It features a
dual-ended range, undulating tee
areas to practice different shots and
your short game, as well as a two-
acre putting course. 

Fous wasn’t sure how long the
course would remain open to the
public, but put Forest Dunes on your
“must play” list and take advantage
of the opportunity while it lasts. It
truly is that spectacular.

For more information on the
course or the limited lodging oppor-
tunities available at the gated prop-
erty, call (989) 275-0700 or click on
www.forestdunesgolf.com.
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Interlochen Golf Course is laid
out through a forest of large,
mixed hardwoods and white
pines. It plays to 6,445 yards,
with a slope rating of 130. Its
strategically placed bunkers and
water hazards add additional
challenge for the weekend golfer
and the low handicap player
alike. Located on U.S. 31 south,
13 miles southwest of Traverse
City. 275-7311 or 1-877-480-
7311.

KKiinnggsslleeyy  CClluubb::  The Kingsley
Club, which opened two years
ago, was built on high rolling
countryside pastures. The club
was committed to preserving
the environment on this private
course, designed by Traverse
City’s Mike DeVries. The par-71
course plays up to 6911 yards.
Membership will be limited to
250. Located 12 miles south of
Traverse City. Call 946-5538.

LLoocchheennhheeaatthh::Formerly a cher-
ry orchard, Lochenheath offers
vistas of East Bay on 16 of its
18 holes. Steve Smyers
designed a par-71 course for
players of all ability to enjoy. The
course plays from 7,000 yards
to just over 5,000. Lochenheath
will allow a limited amount of
daily-fee play initially. It will
eventually be a private course.
Located on U.S.-31, just north
of Grand Traverse Resort and
Spa. Call 938-9800.

MMiittcchheellll  CCrreeeekk  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee:
Mitchell Creek’s layout includes
two rugged par-5 holes of 540
and 485 yards. The nine-hole
course among the area’s newest
plays to 3,253-yards. Located at
2846 Three Mile Road, 1½ miles
south of Munson Avenue in
Traverse City. 941-5200.

KKAALLKKAASSKKAA  CCOOUUNNTTYY
GGrraannddvviieeww  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee:

Opened in 1992, the 18-hole
course plays to 6,400 yards. It
features rolling hills and is locat-
ed on Hagni Road, off County
Road 612, about 5 miles east of
Kalkaska. 258-3244.

TTiimmbbeerr  WWoollff  GGoollff  CClluubb: The
area’s newest championship golf
course plays to 6,500 yards. The
18-hole, par 71 course is

shaped through rolling terrain
and six- to eight-foot pines,
offering challenging play with
excellent views. Located 6 miles
east of Kalkaska on M-72. 258-
5685.

TTwwiinn  BBiirrcchh: Twin Birch offers a
complete stop for the golfer: A
driving range, putting green,
complete pro shop, restaurant
and an 18-hole course. Located
1 mile east of Kalkaska on
County Road 612. 258-9691.

LLEEEELLAANNAAUU  CCOOUUNNTTYY
DDuunneess  GGoollff  CClluubb: The Dunes

provides a tough test for the
average golfer. The 18-hole
course is carved out of the

Leelanau County countryside.
The toughest hole is the sixth, a
469-yard par-4. Located 17
miles west of Traverse City on
M-72. 326-5390.

KKiinngg’’ss  CChhaalllleennggee  GGoollff  CClluubb:
King’s Challenge Golf Course is
located 18 miles northwest of
Traverse City. The Arnold Palmer
Course features outstanding
views of the Leelanau Peninsula.
It is the county’s only tour player
designed facility. The 6,593-yard
course has a par of 70 for men
and 71 for women. 228-7400 or
1-888-228-0121.

LLeeeellaannaauu  CClluubb  aatt  BBaahhllee  FFaarrmmss:
This 18-hole championship

ATTENTION
GOLFERS!

4-26.GF.697340

Get the only major 2 for 1 golf package that
includes greens fee and cart!

$$$ Save hundreds! $$$
Valid through 2003

Mt. Pleasant Club Card (Only $60)
14 free rounds with cart! Golf 7 courses

including Bucks Run, Eagle Glen, 
Riverwood, Hidden Oaks, The Pines, 

The Tamaracks & Snowsnake!

Cadillac Club Card (Only $50)
8 free rounds with cart! Golf 4 courses

including McGuire’s, Eldorado, 
Emerald Vale and Caberfae Peaks.

Gaylord Club Card
(Only $60)

18 free rounds with
cart! Golf 9 courses

including Marsh Ridge,
The Natural, Garland
Reflections, Otsego

Club, The Classic, The
Lake, The Loon, Lakes

Of The North, Deer Run,
Black Forest &

Wilderness Valley.

Call (248) 669-8815
or (800) 838-5294

or send check or money order to

Dickenson Sawyer, Inc.
P.O. Box 396

Milford, MI 48381

Visa/MasterCard accepted.
Club cards are not available 

at the course.

Great for
Mother’s &

Father’s Day!
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AREA GOLF LISTINGS
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On a hillside overlooking beautiful Lake Charlevoix 
Located just minutes from Boyne City, East Jordan, 

and Charlevoix

Ferry Road (between Boyne City and Ironton Ferry)
426 gf 697329

& Spa. The Northern
Michigan Junior Tour and
Collegiate Division open May
25-26 on the resort’s Spruce
Run and Wolverine courses.

Players in the TCJGA tour-
nament program must pay a
$25 yearly membership fee. In
addition, the cost for each
Instructional, Division I, II and III
tournament is $15. Tour
events are $25-$35 per tour-
nament. The Northern
Michigan Junior Tour fees are
based on the event. They’ll
range from $30-$50 per day.

The TCJGA does offer
scholarships to members who
qualify. In the last 10 years, the
association has awarded
$43,000.

The Northern Michigan
Junior Tour  is in its third year.
It’s for golfers 18-under who
are still in high school and
wish to play against the best
competition in the area. 

The TCJGA has also started
a Little Juniors Lesson
Program for 5- and 6-year-
olds. The program is designed
to introduce kids to golf eti-
quette, rules, the basics of the
golf swing and the golf course.
Orientation meetings are
planned for May 17 and May
24. There will be two sessions
offered. Each session will be
an hour in length for three con-
secutive Saturday. For more
information call TCJGA at 935-
GOLF or visit the website at
www.tcjga.com.
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MMaayy  2255::
Spruce Run, GT Resort &
Spa

MMaayy  2266::
Wolverine, GT Resort & Spa

JJuunnee  1177::  
Wolverine, GT Resort & Spa

JJuunnee  2266::  
King’s Challenge Golf Club

JJuunnee  2277::  
Sleeping Bear Golf Club

JJuullyy  22::  
Leelanau Club at Bahle 
Farms

JJuullyy  1111::  
Traverse City Country Club

JJuullyy  1166::  
Crooked Tree Golf Club

JJuullyy  2200::  
Michawye/Pines

JJuullyy  2211::  
Treetops/Tradition

JJuullyy  3300::  
Lochenheath Golf Club

AAuugg..  33--44::  
Tour Championship,
Wolverine and The Bear, GT
Resort & Spa  


