
the whole family, and
they’ve got the kids all bun-
dled up and they have a
good time. They take pic-
tures and even movies some-
times.”

Making it a family tradition
is just what Carrie Wicker
has done. Wicker and hus-
band Ken are excited to take
3-month-old Jacob on his
first tree-picking excursion

with big sisters Abigail, 4,
and Samantha, 2.

“We just thought it was a
good way to include our kids
more in the holiday,” Wicker
said about why they first
decided to cut down their
own tree. “(And a way to) get
a little exercise and some
fresh air. You get a sense of
family. It really gets every-
body in the mood for
Christmas. It sparks that
spirit.

“It gets you away from the
commercialism and back to
spending time with your
family and what the holidays
are really about.”

Wicker’s oldest daughter,
Abigail, was only two when
they first went to a tree

farm.
“Abigail thought it was

pretty cool. We’ve only done
it for two years, but she’s
already talking about it. So
how can we not?” Wicker
said. “She’s already telling
her sister ‘we’re going to go
chop down a tree.’”

Wicker added that part of
the attraction of cutting
down their own tree is just
seeing their kids get so
excited.

“It’s a lot of fun with chil-
dren. They get so excited,”
Wicker said. “It’s so exciting
to see them get excited.”

And that excitement and
enthusiasm means the
Wicker family will be annual
customers at the local tree

farms.
“We’ll probably keep doing

it as long as we can. It’s kind
of sucked us in,” Wicker
said. “The atmosphere is
very festive. It’s a neat thing.
I just thought it was a great
family experience.”

While some people are just
starting the tradition of cut-
ting down their own
Christmas tree, John Sak is
continuing a tradition start-
ed by his parents.

Growing up in Midland,
Sak can’t remember a time
when he and his sisters
weren’t trudging through the
snow with their parents try-
ing to find a tree that would
satisfy everyone.

“We always went out to a
tree farm, for as long as I can

remember,” Sak said. “It
was just fun.”

Now Sak and wife Kristin
relish taking their kids Ellie
6, and Jake 4, to pick out a
tree. With busy schedules
and all commercialized
aspects of the season that
get in the way, the Saks
appreciate their special
family time.

“There are so many other
distractions going on.
There’s not a lot of tradi-
tions left,” Sak said. “This is
just about family. There are
no timelines. (The kids) get
to help pick out the tree, and
they like running around the
tree farm.

“It gets you pumped up for
Christmas. It’s a lot of fun,
and we look forward to it.”

Because Sak’s parents live
in the area, they are able to
accompany the family to
pick out a tree; they even get
a tree for themselves. And
what’s more, they are able to
watch their grandchildren
enjoy a tradition they start-
ed all those years ago.

“I think it means as much
to them as it does to us,” Sak
said.

Schmuckal’s Tree Farm
offers choose-and-cut every
Saturday and Sunday from
8:30 a.m. to dusk. Covell’s is
open daily from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. Choose-and-cut, though,
is only available during day-
light hours. Both businesses
provide saws. 
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Music 
Gifts

Walls of Music
Books 
(including Christmas)

Tote Bags

Metronomes

Music Stands

Stationery

Piano Lessons

Piano Lamps

Band Instruments

Digital Keyboards

New & Used Pianos

946-4848    1126 Garfield hb
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THE ONLY WAY HOLIDAY
SHOPPING COULD BE EASIER.

Give yourself a gift this season: time to enjoy it. Let Grand Traverse 
Mall make your holiday shopping easy. With literally thousands of 

gift ideas at more great stores like Limited Too, 
Abercrombie & Fitch, Bath & Body Works, 

Hollister, Aeropostale, Charlotte Russe, 
Victoria’s Secret and American Eagle, 

holiday shopping can be fun again. Since 
ve-thru malls don’t exist, come to Grand Traverse 
ll this season for the best of everything. 

It’s a living room.
So live already.

Liven up your house for the holidays with special, one-of-a-kind 

home accessories.  Downtown Traverse City 946-0232.

11-27.hb.727722

Corner of M-37 and Norton Rd. • Traverse City 

943-4900

Just In Time For Holiday Giving!
Hurry in Sale Ends Friday, December 12, 2003

*In stock items only. Limited quantities available.

Up to 

$$550000  OOFFFF
On Tractors

6 MONTHS IINNTTEERREESSTTFFRREEEE

REDUCTIONREDUCTION

ON TRACTORS • TRIMMERS
HEDGE TRIMMERS • LEAF BLOWERS*

(excluding chain saws)

YEAR END

Visit Ashleigh’s, our fashion 
boutique for women, located in the 
Tower Gallery of Shops.  Featuring 
affordable designer clothing and 

northern Michigan’s largest selection 
of Brighton accessories.

the WATER LILY collection

Shop Hours
Monday - Thursday 10am-5pm
Friday & Saturday 10am-8pm

Sunday 9am-3pm

GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT AND SPA

100 Grand Traverse Village Blvd. • Acme, MI 49610 • www.grandtraverseresort.com  

Owned and Operated by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians

Call 231-938-5396 for 
more information.

FRASER
Fir is becoming
most popular tree
ØContinued from Page 1


