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J
ust say the word “carp”
around the average fisher-
man and you’ll get a look that

could, well, kill a carp. 
Carp are a fish that contempo-

rary anglers love to hate. Scaly,
bony, inedible, reputably unkill-
able, the denizen of waters unfit
for real sport fishing, carp are
seen as the sign of an aquatic
ecosystem out of balance and of
game fish in peril.

There’s just one problem: Most
of that image is untrue. More than
100 years ago, carp was one of the
nation’s most sought-after sport
fish. People literally petitioned
their congressman to authorize
stocking local lakes with the fish. 

In Europe, carp have been a
choice sport fish for centuries.

Raised in ponds by monks, a fat
carp was (and still is) considered
a toothsome morsel. 

Today, carp are found through-
out the United States and
Canada, and inhabit almost every
low-elevation stream and lake in
the nation. 

So, if you are going to spend
hundred of dollars seeking 5-
pound fish, why not go after 40- or
50-pound fish that pack such a
piscine wallop that they have
been known to turn fishing tackle
into splinters? Just because
they’re unpopular, don’t think
they’re stupid. 

Carp can be one of the most
canny fish you’ll seek. They will
often mouth bait gently, spitting
anything out that has a hint of a
hook. Carp are wonderful, strong
fighters and can be a challenge to

land on any tackle. 
They can be caught from early

spring to late fall, making it a
popular species in the hot sum-
mer months. The two most com-
mon baits for carp are canned
corn and dough bait. Tests by the
Nebraska State Department of
Natural Resources revealed that
canned corn is probably the best
bait for carp fishing.

Single hooks in sizes 6 and 8
work well on carp, and treble
hooks are effective if the bottom
is not too full of snags. Fishing
methods are rather simple for
carp. You can cast, or use a long
cane pole with enough line, to
place the bait. The only rule of
thumb is to keep the bait on the
bottom. There doesn’t seem to be
a particular time when carp bite

better. 
Carp spawn in the spring and

early summer in weedy, grassy,
shallow areas of lakes and
streams. Spawning occurs when
the water temperature ranges
from 63 degrees to 78 degrees.
They are actually both bottom
and surface feeders, consuming
everything from dough balls to
freshwater whelks and mussels. 

So, what if you catch one?
Despite the scales and bones,
carp are no different than any
other fish. Clean with a razor-
sharp knife and wear fillet gloves
as a precaution. To skin, start
with a gutted carp. Grasp the fish
by the head and cut through the
scales and skin along the entire
length of the top of the back. Cut
around the fins on each side.  

Then, remove the fin by pulling
it forward from the rear with pli-
ers. Then cut through the skin
down each side of the body just
behind the head. Peel the skin off
with pliers. Score the flesh
deeply before cooking. Most peo-
ple believe carp has a nasty taste. 
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