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W
onderful color in your
home creates an experi-
ence, both for you living

there and for guests visiting. How
do you know what will work best?
Innately, you’ll be able to feel
when it’s right. You’ll know.

However, before you grab a lad-
der and brush, there are ques-
tions that might help you make
good decisions about color choic-
es: 

HHooww  ddoo  II  ccoonnnneecctt  rroooommss  wwiitthh
ccoolloorr??

If you can separate rooms by
closing doors, tying them togeth-
er is less important. But if you
can see one from another, creat-
ing a harmonious feel is impor-
tant. This doesn’t mean all rooms
have to be the same color, but it
does mean the flow works best if
there’s a unifying thread that runs
from room to room. Often the uni-
fying element is the woodwork,
including baseboards, door and
window frames, and molding near
the ceiling. If it’s white, for exam-
ple, that will unify the rooms,
even if walls are different hues.

An easy way to achieve conti-
nuity is to limit your palette to
two or three colors that can be
repeated in fabrics, accessories
and furnishings in each room.

HHooww  ccaann  II  cchhaannggee  tthhee  sseennssee  ooff
ssppaaccee??

Even though you know that
warm colors advance and cool col-
ors recede, it’s a matter of value
— lightness or darkness — and
intensity (how pure the color is)
as much as the temperature fac-
tor. Remember, too, that color
affects your mood, which might
affect your perception of space
and your comfort level in it. For
example, in a bedroom, if you
choose a dark color for walls for
a cocoon-like effect, a light-color
carpet keeps the room from
becoming overbearing. If you
choose a color that makes you feel
good, you’re likely going to enjoy
being in the space regardless of
its size. 

WWhhaatt  ccoolloorr  sshhoouulldd  II  ppaaiinntt  tthhee
cceeiilliinnggss??

For decades, white has been the
color of choice for ceilings. It’s
safe, to be sure, but sometimes,
other colors work as well. Keep
in mind, too, that there are many
cool and warm whites to choose
from. Generally, ceilings that are
lighter than the walls feel high-
er; ones darker, lower. Also, ceil-
ing paints usually are flat, but a
satin one to reflect sheen might
be appropriate, especially if
you’re using a darker color. In
main living areas, keep the ceil-
ing simple, so that you don’t tire
of it. 

SShhoouulldd  tthhee  ttrriimm  aallwwaayyss  bbee
wwhhiittee??

As a rule, paint all the trim the
same color for a unified effect.
That is, of course, unless you wish
to accentuate certain elements,
such as an antique mantel or fire-
place surround. If your walls wear
a soft or bold color, then white

trim will set them off well. For a
touch of drama, though, painting
the wood trim darker than the
walls focuses attention on the
door and window frames and
other architectural touches. If
they are worth the notice, that’s
a good decision. In some settings,
though, such as Victorian or arts-
and-crafts styles, stained wood is
a natural choice. 

HHooww  wwiillll  ccoolloorrss  mmaakkee  mmee  ffeeeell??
Red has been shown to raise

blood pressure and heart rate.
Because it heightens the senses
of taste and smell, it’s a good din-
ing-room choice. If it’s too much
for some tastes, use it in small
touches in accessories.

Blue is calming and serene, a
good bedroom and bathroom
choice. Be careful, though. A pas-
tel blue can come off cool and
chilly, so balance it with warm
hues in furnishings and fabrics.
In rooms where people gather,
consider warmer blues, such as
turquoise or periwinkle.

Green, considered the most rest-
ful color for the eye, combines
easily with blue or yellow. It’s
good for nearly any room in the
house.

Yellow translates to happiness
and energy. It’s good for kitchens,
dining rooms and bathrooms. In
small spaces, it feels expansive.

Orange, like red, stimulates
appetites. Tone it down a bit for
a better look, such as terra-cotta,
salmon, coral or peach.

Purple translates to luxury,
especially in darker values, such
as eggplant. Lighter versions,
such as lilac and lavender, bring
restful qualities to bedrooms.

Neutrals (black, brown, gray and
white) are flexible. Add color to
liven the scene, or subtract it to
calm things down. Use black in
small doses as an accent.
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Two convenient Traverse City locations Cherryland Center (next to K-mart) 231-946-1414
Brown Lumber 1701 S. Airport Rd. 231-947-1400

Our selection will floor you.

Count on Premier
Flooring Solutions for
all your commercial
and residential needs.

We’ve floored:
Mears State Park
Ludington State Park
TBA Offices
Suttons Bay Jr. & Sr. High Schools
JC Penney

7/9-658540-HM

P.R.I.D.E.
Personal Responsibility In Delivering Excellence

Buy Direct From the Manufacturer
With 56 Years of Experience

15151 Mill Pond Rd.
P.O. Box 612
BBIIGG  RRAAPPIIDDSS

((223311))  779966--88668855
Fax (231) 796-3199

510 Fifth St.
P.O. Box 609
CCAADDIILLLLAACC

((223311))  777755--33446666
Fax (231) 775-1848

942 Federal Hwy.
HHOOUUGGHHTTOONN  LLAAKKEE
((223311))  442222--33553311

Fax (231) 422-3970

3625 US-31 South
PPEETTOOSSKKEEYY

((223311))  334488--55557777
Fax (231) 348-5595

1797 N. Park Dr.
TTRRAAVVEERRSSEE  CCIITTYY
((223311))  994411--88119933

Fax (231) 941-7498

1924 Dickerson Rd.
GGAAYYLLOORRDD

((998899))773322--99666699
Fax (989) 732-8767

WesternConcrete.com   Summer Hours 7:30-5:30 Saturday 9-12

7/9.658529.hm

Landscaping
• Natural Flagstone

• Concrete Paving Brick

• Clay Paving Brick

• Rockwood® 

Retaining Walls

Natural
Building Stone

• Natural Stone Veneer

• Many Styles to Choose From
Country Squires
Weathered Edges
Blends

Manufactured
Building Stone

• Boulder Creek Stone

• Cultured Stone Veneer®

• Shouldice Designer Stone

Outdoor Living ...
IndoorsTM

Independently Owned And Operated

Call for a Free Information Packet or 

In-Home Design Estimate

((223311))  993388--33330000 oorr ((880000))  552222--88008800
5704 US-31 North •• Acme (1 block south of M-72)

VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebb  ssiittee......  wwwwww..ffoouurr--sseeaassoonnss--ssuunnrroooommss..ccoomm

With 18 different styles to choose from, we can

design the perfect sunroom to compliment your

home, lifestyle and price range.
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AP Photo

White trim leads the eye from the green kitchen to the terra-
cotta family room. The two rooms tie together by fabric and
accessory choices. Green brings a cool feeling to spaces
because it is on the cool side of the color wheel and evokes
cool, shady spots. 

Common questions about colors in decor


