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Looking at sun’s
rays in a new light

By BARBARA MAYER

The Associated Press

!
ou already know that you
Y should protect yourself from
overexposure to the sun’s
damaging rays. And the same goes
for what’s in your home. So you
may want to rethink your prefer-
ences for bright, sunny rooms.

Natural daylight is stronger and
more damaging than artificial
light. The sun’s ultraviolet rays can
fade and weaken art works, tex-
tiles and furniture finishes.

“Virtually any organic material
can be damaged by excessive day-
light — especially the ultraviolet
component of natural light,” said
Steven Weintraub, a lighting con-
sultant in New York. “We may
worry more about older things
because of their value or fragility,
but actually new things will suffer
the most obvious change in a short
time. Even plain old newspaper
changes color within a few days.”

You don’t have to dwell in dark-
ness but rather take some precau-
tions to control intense sunlight.

The first and easiest way to pro-
tect art works, textiles and fur-
nishings is to place objects of con-
cern away from uncontrolled nat-
ural light. That might mean hang-
ing paintings on a side wall instead
of directly opposite a sunny win-
dow. Before arranging a room,
spend a few days mapping out the
pattern of natural light to learn
the intensity of exposure in each
area.

Another simple measure is to
draw the curtains, pull down
shades or close blinds when
nobody is using the room.

“The damage from light is cumu-
lative, so if there are short peri-
ods of high exposure, it’s not so
great a problem as continuous
exposure,” said Weintraub.

Lighting specialists say that most
people prefer an evenly lit room
and become uncomfortable in a
setting with patches of brilliant
sunlight and darkness and harsh
shadows.

“The ideal solution is to have
north-facing windows which pro-
vide a diffuse or scattered light
instead of the blinding single-point
light that comes through south,
east and west-facing windows in
most seasons of the year,” said
Wendell Colson, vice president of
research and development for
Hunter Douglas, Inc.

Relocating a window is rarely an
option, so the next best solution is
a window treatment that changes
sharp daylight into diffused day-
light. The view, which is what most
people really love about natural
daylight, does not have to be com-
pletely obscured if translucent fab-
ric is used.

Combining two or more treat-
ments is usually the most suc-
cessful solution. Layered treat-
ments provide more options
because you can peel back one or
more layers. Some choices that
work especially well include a
double layer of translucent paper
or a double layer of filmy fabric
paired with side draperies that can
be left open or pulled closed for
greater light blocking and priva-
cy.

The purpose of the double layer
is to eliminate harsh shadows and
create a soft diffused light that is
bright but glare-free. Some win-
dow covering fabrics, such as cel-
lular and honeycomb shades, also
block most of the damaging ultra-
violet rays.

Sometimes the view is too spec-
tacular to cover at all. In that case
you might install exterior window
shading devices such as awnings
to control the light or to have win-
dows treated with a film that
screens out ultraviolet rays.

Films are not suitable for all
types of windows, so have a rep-
utable professional installer eval-
uate the situation and do the
installation.

People in the market for new
windows can look into those which
have ultraviolet screening.

“The extra expense may be worth
it,” said Weintraub.

Window tinting
4 Continued from Page 10

that fIlm forms a shield across
glass to which it is fitted, so
that if the glass is broken most
of the fragments will be held
in place.

Manufacturers claim that win-
dows play a vital role in a
home’s energy efficiency, as
untreated windows tend to
allow solar heat to enter in the
summer months and home heat
to escape in the cold months.
In many instances, they
explain, window film pays for
itself in energy savings in a
very short while. As Paul
LaRocque commented, “Solar
energy hits the glass, and win-
dow film makes it more diffi-
cult for that energy to be trans-
mitted. Customers with lots of
windows have had to turn down
their thermostats after having
film installed.”

In new houses the energy loss
can be even greater than in
older homes as windows typi-
cally account for 15 to 30 per-
cent of the total heating load,
and may account for more than
half the summertime cooling
load, manufacturers say. Home-
owners considering installing
window film first need to deter-
mine the areas of wasted ener-
gy, whether excessive energy is
being used in the summer
months, or dissipated through
windows in the cold, or a com-
bination of both. Window film
costs about $6 to $12 per square
foot installed. Films are fitted
to the inside of the glass. They
may be cleaned with any stan-
dard product, including those
with ammonia, manufacturers
say.

Sheila Garrett is a local free-
lance writer.
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Sheets of the tinting material are cut to size, then pressed onto
the window glass.
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The windows on the south side of the Neuharths’ Leland home are now tinted.

Warding off sewer

gas odors

You detect an awful odor
coming from your sink,
and you don’t know why.
All plumbing fixtures in
the home are connected to
the same waste system.
Sewer gasses are prevent-
ed from backing up into
the house by p-traps. A p-
trap, the curved drain
pipe under your sink,
traps water between the
fixture and the sewer line.
It’s a water door. A p-trap
can become filled with so
much hair and grease that
water is displaced and
sewer gas is allowed to
escape into the house.
Keep p-traps clean and
clear by using a mild acid
or caustic. Vinegar works
well if used regularly —
weekly would be ideal.
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100 N. Division Rd. ® Petoskey, M| e 347-6877

3301 South Airport Rd. ® Traverse City, Ml ® 922-2011

Outdoor Living

™

vee INndoors

With 18 different styles to choose from, we can
design the perfect sunroom to compliment your
home, lifestyle and price range.

Independently Owned And Operated

I3 FOUR SEASONS

SUNROOMS

SUNROOMS - CONSERVATORIES - PATIO Rooms
PATiO AND DECK ENCLOSURES : SKYLIGHTS

tdoor Living...I S

Call for a Free Information Packet or
In-Home Design Estimate

(231) 938-3300 or (800) 522-8080

5704 US-31 North < Acme (1 block south of M-72)
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Visit our web site... www.four-seasons-sunrooms.com

new home, restoring a house, saving a landmark or
reviving your neighborhood...

For Free Estimates

(231) 946-9528

A FULL SERVICE SIDING
COMPANY INCLUDING...
eFully Licensed & Insured

*No subcontracting

eA year-round siding company
eWe Guarantee Complete Satisfaction

Fax 231-946-6827

References, References, References
¢ |nstallation of vinyl, wood and fibre cement siding, windows & doors
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Allergy relief
from
an unlikely source!

Clinical 1'ésea\1rc‘h at UC-Davis reveals a Beam Central
Vacuum System provides proven relief from
major allergy symptoms!

« Removes allergens from living
areas

« 90-day money back guarantee

o Lifetime limited warranty

CENTRAL VACUUM
.

& SYSTEMS

For a cleaner, healthier home.™

Generations Electrical Services, Inc.
Phone: (231) 271-3061 E-mail: ges@gtii.com
Serving our region since 1981
Member HBA

S’IO | 1f you’re considering buying a

o new air conditioner and it doesn’t
have PURON refrigerant, then you’re buying a
soon-to-be-obsolete air conditioner!

THE QUANTUM PLUS™
Air Conditioning Systems
with Puron™ Refrigerant

®
Heating & Cooling Systems Environmentally Sound
Since 1904 Refrigerant

* Puron was developed to provide
cooling without depleting the
earth’s ozone layer.

e Super quiet operation

e Ten year warranty

* Pre-Season Special
« Financing Available
« Call for Free Estimates

| [ 1HIPhillips
| | HIEnergy

989 S. Airport Rd.
929-1396
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|FLOOR-IDA SALE!
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IIRUCKLOAD-SAVINGS
CARPET REMNANTS

Hurry in for best selection!

Puron

the environmentally sound refrigerant

The Best Choice, Now, And For The Future.
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AMERICA’S CARPET BARN
At Chum'’s Corner next to Taco Bell * US 31, Traverse City —
o HorsMon-Frii0-6-Sat 106y o)

\~ “Where Pigs Fly” 943-PIGS 7447 =

“No fancy showroom”
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