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I
t’s a shade. It’s a blind. It’s a
sheer. It’s all three, a new
hybrid  that is just one of the

current trends in the window
treatment business. 

Local retailers are carrying a
variety of new products and are
experiencing sales trends that
reflect the changing décor in
northern Michigan homes. 

Retailers are also sharing tips
on caring for window treatments
and  shopping on a budget. 

The most common trend
appears to be the use of sheer fab-
rics. 

“People  are going back to soft
fabrics, to control the light that
is coming in,”  said Linda John-
son, owner of Draperies on
Wheels in Traverse City. 

One option is the vertical blind-
sheer hybrid  that provides light
control, a Hunter Douglas prod-
uct called Luminette which  is
available locally, including
Peninsula Window Coverings in
Traverse City. 

A similar sheer option in a hor-
izontal blind is the Silouhette,
also  made by Hunter Douglas;
but it can currently be found as
a knock-off with other window
treatment retailers. 

Another trend is the ornamen-
tation of the common sheer.

“We’re seeing  sheer fabrics
with stitching, applique and
beads.  Sheers are becoming more
ornate,” said Patrice Lynch,
owner of Draperies by Patrice in
Traverse City. 

“Wood and wood composites
seem to be one of the trends (in
blinds)  and there is a comeback
in shutters and two-inch mini-
blinds,” said Mike Ciesla, owner
of Peninsula Window Coverings
in Traverse  City. “The woods
have  knots and grains that are
great for a rustic north woods
look.”

“Roman shades are what many
people want now,” said Lynch.

These shades  that form pleats
while being pulled up ultimately
“look like a valance” when  all
the way up. 

“Honeycomb blinds  (also called
cellular blinds) are extremely
popular. They have a soft look
with no visible cords; and they
have an insulation  value,” said
Ciesla. 

Another trend is toward casual,
draped swags instead of board-
mounted  valances.

“People are going with a more
casual look,” said Lynch. 

Retailers also mentioned a few
items that are brand new on the
scene of  window treatments.
Lynch spoke of the solar shade.

“You can see out, but no one can
see in during the day. A person
can block out the light that can
be damaging to  furniture and car-
peting, yet they can still enjoy the
view.” 

It is available  in a range of
weave openness, from three to
thirty percent. Another new prod-
uct is a vertical blind/curtain
hybrid called  Serenette, by
Hunter Douglas. 

“It (Serenette) has a drapery
appearance,  with soft folds when
it is closed,” said Mike Ciesla,
owner of Peninsula  Window Cov-
erings in Traverse City.

A new wooden blind on the
scene is the plantation blind,
which  “imitates the look of a
plantation shutter,” said Johnson.
It allows for  the light to be con-
trolled in the same manner as the
shutter, but without  the “cum-
bersome” frame. 

Ciesla mentioned that he is now
carrying a new material in verti-
cal  blinds.

“Textured vinyl looks like a fab-
ric, but is more durable.” 

Another new option is a wood
curtain rod that has an aluminum
track.  

“You can have the convenience
of easy-glide with the beauty of a
wood pole,”  said Johnson. 

Also hitting the market are a
variety of knock-offs. 

“Cordless  products, including

mini-blinds, shades, and cellular
blinds (or honeycomb  blinds) are
all going to less expensive carri-
ers,” said Johnson. 

Color choices seem to be a def-
inite trend in window treatments.

“People  are becoming braver
(with their color choices),” said
Lynch. 

“I’m seeing  people really start
to use a lot of color on walls and
window treatments.  They’re get-
ting away from neutral. Colors
like burgundy, celery green, sage
and other muted tones are popu-
lar, mixed together (in a room).”
Ciesla added, “Earth tones are
popular; that way you’re always
safe  with whatever you go with
because the colors will blend with
anything.” 

People often discover accumu-
lated dust on their window treat-

ments  during “spring cleaning.”
However, Lynch recommends
cleaning them every two  to three
months. She said that most treat-
ments should be dusted with a
light  feather duster or vacuumed.

“Some sheers are washable,”
added Lynch. “Otherwise, they
should be  dry-cleaned.” 

“The days when dust accumu-
lates on the blinds and doesn’t let
go are  over,” said Johnson, as she
praised the benefits of the many
products that  are coated with
anti-static paint or other anti-sta-
tic substances. 

“Make sure that the vacuum is
set on a gentle power,” recom-
mended  Johnson, who also sug-
gests using a cool hair dryer,
especially with  honeycomb
blinds.

There are many options to

improve the look and function of
windows, and  the retailers sug-
gested ways to get the most “bang
for your buck.”

Ciesla advised, “Look for prod-
ucts with a lifetime guarantee and
that  have been out for a long
time. See that there are parts and
service…” 

“People should educate them-
selves in the sense of knowing
what they  want the product to
do,” said Johnson. This ensures
getting the products  that are
needed for each room. 

“Tell them (retailers) you’re on
a budget up front,” advised John-
son.  

This keeps a buyer from wast-
ing time looking at products out-
side their  budget. Just another
little tip to keep in mind are that
window treatments  range in price

as follows (from low to high)-
mini-blinds, shades, honeycomb
blinds, blind-curtain hybrids. 

“If they’re on a real tight bud-
get (for a large window or door),”
said  Lynch, “I’ll suggest a verti-
cal blind with a valance rather
than a curtain,  because large
amounts of fabric can be expen-
sive.” 

To ensure that you get the look
you are looking for, here’s one
last  bit of advice. 

Johnson suggested, “The best
thing a customer can do is look
at pictures and cut them out…
Keep a portfolio of what you like,
so when you  are re-doing, you
(and the designer) have an idea
of where to go.”

KKrriisstteenn  CCoouunnttss  iiss  aa  llooccaall  ffrreeee--
llaannccee  wwrriitteerr..
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Home-owners, 
Do it yourselfers, 

Future Home Builders.
BE YOUR OWN CONTRACTOR 

$$SAVE UP TO 60% $$
Plan for your projects now. Learn what you
need to know about residential construction.

Our Program Curriculums are a valuable tool
for the Do-it-Yourselfer. They can provide you

with the knowledge, skills and insight needed to
properly plan, develop, estimate, schedule and

complete all phases of a residential construction project.
Learn about building codes, permits, plans, specifications,

and proper inspections.

Our Free “Hands On” Seminars*, will instruct you 
in installations, and teach you how to save money,
on the many different building techniques involved

in residential construction.
(*For clients who have purchased AET, “Be Your Own Contractor” Program.)

Areas to be covered include:
• Choosing your project and location.
• Planning the project.
• Designing and estimating the project.
• Questions and Answers for Builder’s Exam.
• Doing it yourself or subcontracting it out.
• Hiring a Contractor or a Subcontractor.
• Builders Rules and Laws.
• Scheduling the work, Liens, Payments.
• Masonry, Carpentry, Plumbing, Wiring, etc.
• Building Codes, Permits, and Inspections. 
• Finalizing and completion of project.

The BE Your Own Contractor Course is Available
on CD-Rom, Windows 98

(Course includes new textbook, workbook, curriculum guide and much more.)

For information and ordering, call: 

American Educational Technologies
“A Better Course To Follow”
1-231-269-3521

ATTENTION
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“B
uried treasure” — that’s how what an oak floor that has been
covered with wall-to-wall carpet is for a lucky homeowner.
Hardwood floors were standard equipment in homes until ply-

wood and cost-conscious construction made its way onto the scene.
Although a carpet and pad can offer some level of protection, the nails
used to hold the tack strip at the perimeter and staples used to attach
the carpet could mar the finish.

Carefully remove the carpet and pad. If the pad is attached with sta-
ples, remove them using pliers. Use equal caution to remove the tack
strip using a pry bar and a small hammer. Be sure to place a small shim
shingle or other protection between the pry bar and floor.

With the carpet and pad out of the way, thoroughly vacuum the floor
and then sponge-mop a small section at a time using a cleaning solution
such as Spic and Span. Remember, wood and water don’t mix, so be sure
to go easy with the water. Once clean, use a soft white terrycloth damp-
ened with mineral spirits to test if the finish consists of wax or a hard
finish such as polyurethane. If the surface appears dull after wiping a
small section with mineral spirits, it is waxed. If the finish appears to
be revitalized, the finish likely is polyurethane.

If your test reveals that the floor is waxed, apply a new coat of either
liquid buffing or paste wax. The wax should fill in the nail and staple
holes and result in a smooth and uniform finish. If, on the other hand,
the floor has a polyurethane finish, buff the surface with a 3M maroon
buffing pad and apply one or more coats or new polyurethane — buff-
ing between coats. A 10-inch flat pad works best when applying finish.

Sheer satisfaction: Window treatments offer view and easy care

Above, the Hunter Douglas Silhouette line of window shadings demonstrates how they offer light control and protection against
harmful UV rays while still letting in the view. Above right, a close up of how the shade filters natural light.

PPrrooppeerrllyy  iinnssttaalllliinngg  aa  ppeett  ddoooorr

T
he actual installation of a pet door is easy. Cut a hole in a door,
mount the simple-to-install kit and teach your pet to use it. But,
there are a few important points to know:

ä Are there other domestic animals in the neighborhood that might
attempt to use one’s pet door?

ä Are there wild animals in the area that might attempt to use one’s
pet door? Remember that wild animals can exist even in areas that
are completely built out with housing. 

ä Will a pet door offer egress or other dangers for a toddler? A pet-
door opening could be large enough for a toddler to scoot through

ä Is the selected installation location accessible and convenient to
a burglar? Believe it or not, there are burglars who are expert at using
a pet door to gain access to one’s home, especially if the opening is
located near a door lock.

ä Is the location one that could increase the danger of a house fire?
It might not look that way but the door between your kitchen and garage
is special. The door between the garage and home is known as “the
fire door.” In most homes this is the only door of its kind. It is spe-
cially made to take longer to burn than a regular interior door. Installing
a pet door in a fire door is a no-no and increases the danger of a fire
spreading from the garage to the house.

If you want to install a pet door, look for one where your pet wears
a special collar that unlocks the door. Pet doors of this type do exist.
How about that — a house key for Fido. And, be sure that the door is
the smallest size that your pet can get through.

WWhhaatt  lliieess  bbeenneeaatthh  ccaarrppeettss  TTiigghhtteenn  ssaaggggiinngg  ddoooorrss

A
fter a door has been opened and closed thousands of
times, the screws that attach the hinge leaves to the
doorjamb can loosen, causing the door to sag and bind.

If this has happened to one of your doors, first make sure
these screws are long enough to extend through the jamb into
the trimmer stud behind it. The screw should penetrate it by
1-1/2 inches.

You might need to replace screws that have worked loose.
One old trick is to fill the screw hole in the jamb with tooth-
picks or wood match sticks and glue, giving the new screw
something to bite into. But on heavy exterior doors you need
something more substantial than that, like a length of hard-
wood dowel. You don’t even have to remove the door to make
the repair.

Start with any of the hinges, but work on one at a time. A
tapered shim wedged between the floor and outside corner of
the opened door will keep the door in place while you make
the repair. To remove a stripped screw that won’t back out,
work a thin blade beneath the edge of the screwhead and pry
gently while you turn it with a screwdriver (wear safety glass-
es). With the screws out, flip the hinge leaf out of the way.
Drill out the holes with a bit the same size as the dowel, in
this case 3-8ths of an inch. 

Cut the dowels slightly shorter than the depth of the hole
and coat them liberally with yellow carpenter’s glue before
tapping them into place with a hammer. Although yellow glue
sets up quickly, it’s best to let the dowels sit for at an hour or
two before you drill new pilot holes and drive in new screws. 

If you use traditional wood screws (those with tapered
threads and a thicker shank near the head), you should use a
matching tapered bit so the shank doesn’t bind in the hole. 

Or, drill two holes, one for the threaded portion of the
screw and a larger pilot for the shank. A dab of wax will
make it easier to drive the screws. Use large-diameter screws
(12 or 14). Steel screws are strongest, but use brass if it
matches the hinge. Brass is soft, so drive steel screws into
the hole first to cut the threads and then replace them with
brass screws. Avoid drywall screws. Their thin shanks are
brittle.


