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said. Birds and animals are not
neglected at Leapin’ Lizard. A selec-
tion of bird feeders is available, as
are paw print kits that can be used
to make a plaque imprinted with the
paw mark of a favorite family dog
or cat.

Garden plaques are popular gift
items. Customers may select from
one foot square plaques by well-
known artists such as Ohio’s Car-
ruth, to new, smaller designs by
Nana, an earth-conscious artist from
Washington, whose subjects are fre-
quently leaves, shells and sprites in
brown and green tones. Plaques are
most often displayed on fences,
trees, “or in a sun room of those
lucky enough to have them,” Wild-
man explained.

Stones measuring 4 x 5 inches and
featuring amusing messages are
good gifts for Mothers Day, birth-
days or no occasion, said Wildman,
who added that customers have
enjoyed reading such sayings as
“Never go faster than your guardian
angel can fly,” and “If it weren’t for
stress, I'd have no energy at all.”

An ideal place to get ideas for
designing a garden is Crystal Gar-
dens in Frankfort, where lawn and
garden accessories, fountains and
statuary are displayed on 10 acres
in a picturesque location near Crys-
tal Lake.

“People are always surprised at
how much there is to see,” com-
mented owner Edith Putney.

Outdoor decorative objects may be
seen in a natural setting of trees,
shrubs and grasses, complemented
by the large selection of perennials
and annuals. Some stone and wood
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A clay, hand-made Spirit Leaf features faces and can be used

on patios, walls or fences.

outdoor furniture is on display,
including swings, gliders and tables.
A garden center store features an
extensive selection of statuary, and
there is an entire room of bird baths
and feeders. Crystal Gardens is in
the process of expanding the
grounds display, and a newly
equipped gift shop that has been set

up in the barn will open on Flag
Day, June 15.

Crystal Gardens is located about
one and one-half miles north of the
blinker light in Frankfort. It is open
Monday through Saturday, with Sun-
day hours starting April 18.

Sheila Garrett is a local freelance
writer.
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Above is a laser-cut steel wind
vane called Fanciful Flights is
handpainted and can be found
at Traverse City’s Leaping
Lizard. Left, a fire pit from So-
Joe can be used as a grill for
hotdogs, Smores or other foods.
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Clay faces, figures, and clocks from Carruth are hung anywhere and add a touch of whim-
sy to a wall or garden area.

Buy Your Air Conditioner Now,
With up to $500 in Rebates,
and Stay Cool All Summer.

g3

Save up to $500 in cash rebates during our Trane pre-season
special event and get six months, same as cash, financing.

Custom
Draperies

Stop Worry]'_ng about ﬁnding time to by Patrice

spring clean ...
call Merry Maids!

We’ll take the time to clean your home
right — the way you would if you had the
time. We’re bonded and insured, and pay
workers’ comp and social security for our
employees.

Call us for affordable

weekly, every other

week or one-time

special cleaning help.

Professional
Drapery Workroom

SAVE $25

$5.00 off your first five
weekly or bi-weekly visits.

SAVE $10
on any one time cleaning.
1y
"maids.
947-7778

* Blinds and Shades by
Hunter Dougles® and
Lafayette

* Installations

« Commercial and
Residential

(231) 995-0536
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TRACTORS You WON'T FORGET . . .
AT A RATE You'LL ALWAYS REMEMBER

1.9% FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS. NO MONEY DOWN.

GT235 LAwN AND GARDEN TRACTOR

e 20-hp overhead-valve
V-Twin engine
48-inch Convertible Mower
Deck lets you mulch, bag
or side discharge (bagger
sold separately)
Quik-Tatch mounting
system lets you change
attachments quickly
without tools

SAvE S 500

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE®

You'll never forget your very first John Deere
tractor. Or your second. Or your third.

But regardless of the number you've owned, you'll
always remember the one you buy this Deere
Season. Not only because of our reputation for
quality, reliability and value, but also because our
finance rates are the lowest they've beenin a
decade or two. Visit the Work ‘n Play Shop on
US 31 in Atwood. Offer ends May 31, 2002.

SST18 Zero-TurN RADIUS LAWN TRACTOR

¢ Spin-Steer Technology™ cuts mowing time

e 18-hp overhead-valve V-Twin engine

e 48C Mower Deck lets you mulch, bag or side
discharge (bagger sold separately)

5400 OFF onwy $4'599

LX279 Lawn TRACTOR

For a limited time, GeoFurnace is
offering rebate specials on our select line
of Trane XL systems, with cash rebates
up to $500, and a 10 year parts warranty.
(That’s in addition to what you’ll

save on utility bills all summer long!)

Trane is the most totally efficient air-
conditioner you can buy, so while you’re
keeping your cool you’re also keeping
your utility bills down.

*The 10-year parts “limited” warranty applies to Trane XL
and XLi split systems. Trane XL package units have a
S-year parts “limited” warranty.

Proper installation and maintenance is essential to maximizing efficiency.
Ask us about our 9-point, Energy Star Home Heating and Cooling Checklist.

Innovations in Efficient Home Comfort

UGEOrUR|NACE

HEATING & COOLING, LLC

886 US 31 SOUTH TRAVERSE CITY, MI

% TRANE

Its Hard Tb Stop A Trane.

943-1000 www.geofurnace.com

JOHN DEERE

e 17-hp liquid-cooled V-Twin engine
e Freedom42 Dedicated Mulching Deck
or 48-inch Convertible Deck

SAVE $ 300

9821 US 31 e Atwood
231-599-2822

www.worknplayshop.com

*0Offer ends May 31, 2002, and is subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit
Revolving Plan, for non-commercial use only. A 1.9 percent APR for 12-month term
only, with a $0.50 per month minimum. Other special rates and terms may be
available, including installment financing and financing for commercial
gse.I Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary by
ealer.
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