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A caffeinated camper is a happy camper

By CHRISTINE HUARD

Copley News Service
!

ust because you are leav-
J ing civilization behind

for the weekend doesn’t
mean you must live like a
bear in the woods. Some
philosophers say it’s reason
that sets us apart from ani-
mals. Please. Any reasonable
person knows it’s a good cup
of coffee.

But how to get a decent jolt
of java when you’re in the
middle of nowhere and Mr.
Coffee is snug at home?

Now — thanks to the miracle
of modern science and the
genius of European coffee
technology — a darn good cup
o’ joe can be had whether
you’re ensconced in your
breakfast nook or scaling K2.

To get your morning off to
the right start, following are
some suggestions for getting a
great cup of coffee while
you’re roughing it.
Backpackers will have differ-
ent weight and space con-
cerns than car campers, but
there are solutions for both.

Wake up and smell the
coffee

Purists will want freshly
ground beans, of course. To
avoid a scene like Billy
Crystal caused in “City
Slickers” when he fired up his
electric bean grinder, pack a
Traveller Coffee Grinder ($15)
— it’s small, lightweight and
grinds enough beans for four
to six cups of coffee.

It’s adjustable, from fine to
regular drip grind, and the
handle stows away inside the
5-ounce mill for easy packing.
Best of all, it comes free of
the high-pitched whine that
prompts cattle and cranky
tent mates to stampede.

Something to perk you up
The percolator, long since
thought to have gone the way

of the kaffeeklatsch, is a
handy cookstove tool. Coffee
grounds are placed in a bas-
ket assembly that fits into the
top of the coffeepot. Water
boils up through the assembly
stem and filters down through
the grounds. When you see
rich, brown coffee bubbling
in the glass lid knob, you
know it’s working.

Coffeepots come in a variety
of sizes and styles. The Open
Country 12-Cup Coffee Perk
($15.95) is no beauty but is
sure to get the job done for a
big crew. It’s a basic alu-
minum pot at a good price, as
are the Stainless 9-Cup Coffee
Perk ($25), which sports a
“permawood” handle, and the
Texsport Percolator Coffee
Pot (about $9).

On the other hand, the GSI
Baked Enamelware Coffee
Pot ($13) looks rugged, is stur-
dy, and all but comes with a
brawny woodsman to give you
a warm-up. The 2-quart pot is
made of thick-gauge steel and
is double-coated with
high-gloss forest-green enam-
el. In a similar vein are the
Coleman Enamelware
Percolator (about $17), and
Texsport’s Coffee Maker
($19.99), also enamel-coated
and great for camping and
outdoor cooking. They come
in a range of sizes, from six to
20 cups.

Bon Jour, campers

When you’re serious about
coffee, the way to go is the
French coffee press. Just
place coffee grounds in the
carafe, add boiling water,
brew for four minutes, then
push down the plunger. Et
voile! Coffee is served.

French press coffee is rich
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MIKE’S FLOORS
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Mike is well known in the industry, has
serviced this area for over 30 years!
There’s a reason why they call

him “The Best!”
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« Hardwood
(Finished & Unfinished)

3/4 INCH SOLID MAPLE
* Maple Rustic $3.79 . Maple Clear $4.75 (prefinished)
25 Year Warranty
On sale now thru April
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* Free Estimates and No Hidden Costs
Mike’s low overhead = great savings for you!

call Mike at 922-9044
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and full-bodied, and favored
by coffee connoisseurs. The
GSI Lexan Java Press ($19.95)
is touted as lightweight yet
unbreakable due to its
durable polycarbonate body.
We can thank space-age tech-
nology for this one. The Java
Press also comes with a nifty
neoprene jacket to keep cof-
fee piping hot.
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“Gem” of the North

Emerald Vale Golf Club
2 Miles West of Manton on M-42 P.O. Box 250, Manton, MI 49663
800-890-3407 ® 231-824-3631 Fax: 231-824-9390

www.emeraldvale.com
Click thru a hole-by-hole tour of Emerald Vale

Features of Emerald Vale

¢ Beautiful Vistas With Over 120’ of Elevation Change

* Pro Shop and Professional Staff

® Golf Packages

¢ Group Rates Available

¢ Golf Outings and Leagues Welcome

¢ Bentgrass Greens, Tees and Fairways
e Large Practice Green

Play before
Memorial Day,

Get a FREE Hot
Dog Lunch!

® Restaurant and Bar
¢ Practice Range With Bentgrass Tees and Target Greens

¢ The par 72 Emerald Vale plays from 5277 to 6785 yards with 120’ of elevation

change, broad fairways and spacious greens. 4/26.647727.0D
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O Free Delivery within Max’s
Service Area

O Factory Authorized Service
Department

O Professional, Knowledgeable
Sales Staff

O Locally Owned and Operated

O We Service What We Sell

135 E. State Street Downtown Traverse City
947-6830

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm, Saturday 8 am - 5 pm




