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LAWN &

GARDEN

Gardening techniques that are easy and efficient

By ED HUTCHISON
Special to the Record-Eagle

hoever said “It’s the lit-
‘;‘; tle things in life that
count” might have been

speaking of gardening.

Little things — simple tasks —
done at the correct time make
all the difference in reducing
work and achieving a nice look-
ing lawn or garden, or both.

Take the matter of soil. Work
it too early in the spring and you
may have hard clods to deal with
all summer. Or plant when it is
too chilly and seeds may rot and
transplants will sit still until the
soil warms. Here’s a look at lit-
tle things that make a big dif-
ference in gardening, especially
early in the planting season.

B Soil: Don’t till or work it with
a shovel if it is wet, as it often is
in early spring as a result of frost
leaving the soil mass, melting
snow and rain. Test it this way:
Scoop up a handful and press
your fingers together, applying
pressure. Hold the pressure for
10 seconds, then release. If a ball
has formed but crumbles when
pressure is released, the soil is
fine for working. If the ball stays
intact when pressure is released,
too much moisture remains and
the soil should be left to dry for
several days. If no ball forms, the
soil is dry enough as well —
although this may be as much a
sign of too much sand in the soil.

B Support: Put support in
place early for plants that will
need it during their life cycle.
Early placement means you
won’t be damaging the plant or
fruits or flowers as they develop
later in the season. Among
perennials, peonies need stak-
ing or tying so the blossom-laden
branches stay upright. Place sev-
eral stakes around the emerging
shoots, several inches from the
outermost shoot and then loop
coarse twine or plant ties around
the stakes at several points up
and down the stake. Stake or
cage tomatoes within three
weeks after planting.

Snapdragons present a chal-
lenge because they produce
flower spikes throughout the sea-
son and benefit from support sys-
tems that can be adjusted as the
plants grow. Stakes and ties work
relatively well. Better yet, use
rectangular grids that are adjust-
ed on the wire corner posts as
the plants grow. The plants grow
through the grid. If you can’t find
these locally, try Gardener’s Sup-
ply Co., Burlington, Vt. (888-833-

1412 or www.gardeners.com).

H Planting seed: An economi-
cal way to get lots of plants and
the plants you want rather than
only those sold at the garden
center. Some seeds come pre-
planted, of sorts, on mats that
are simply spread out, covered
thinly with soil and watered.
While more costly than direct
sowing, this is a good way to get
hard-to-start seeds established
because of the nurturing ten-
dency of the mat.

B Deadheading: Impatiens,
wax begonias, ageratum, nastur-
tiums, alyssum and several other
annuals used in massed planti-
ngs drop spent blossoms as a
matter of course. Others do not
and their wilted flowers should
be removed on a regular basis to
ensure flowering all season long.

Marigolds, zinnias, calendulas,
salvia, nicotiana, cosmos, snap-
dragons and strawflowers are
among the annuals that need
your help in removing spent
blossoms that would otherwise
go to seed and by doing so,
reduce the number of flowers
that will be produced.

Most perennials should be
deadheaded as well. Ditto for the
large-leaf Rhododendron (R.
catawabiense). Remove spent
rhododendron flowers by snap-
ping off the cluster at the point
where new leaves are emerging.
Do this soon after flowers wilt,
which is usually mid May.

B Fertilizing: The growing sea-
son for annual flowers and veg-
etables in most parts of the coun-
try is a short 16 to 18 weeks.
Working time-release granular
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Peonies benefit from staking before leaves are fully developed.

TRACTORS You WON'T FORGET . . .
AT A RATE You'LL ALwAYS REMEMBER

1.9% FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS. NO MONEY DOWN.

GT235 LawN AND GARDEN TRACTOR

e 20-hp overhead-valve
V-Twin engine

¢ 48-inch Convertible Mower
Deck lets you mulch, bag
or side discharge (bagger
sold separately)

¢ Quik-Tatch mounting
system lets you change
attachments quickly
without tools

SAVE $ 500

$4.00 OFF ony $4,599

JOHN DEERE

SST18 Zero-TurRN RADIUS LAWN TRACTOR

¢ Spin-Steer Technology™ cuts mowing time

* 18-hp overhead-valve V-Twin engine

* 48C Mower Deck lets you mulch, bag or side
discharge (bagger sold separately)

You'll never forget your very first John Deere
tractor. Or your second. Or your third.

But regardless of the number you've owned, you'll
always remember the one you buy this Deere
Season. Not only because of our reputation for
quality, reliability and value, but also because our
finance rates are the lowest they've beenin a
decade or two. Visit the Work ‘n Play Shop on
US 31 in Atwood. Offer ends May 31, 2002.

dealer.

LX279 Lawn TRACTOR

e 17-hp liquid-cooled V-Twin engine

* Freedom42 Dedicated Mulching Deck
or 48-inch Convertible Deck

SAvE $ 300

9821 US 31 ¢ Atwood
231-599-2822

www.worknplayshop.com

*QOffer ends May 31, 2002, and is subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit
Revolving Plan, for non-commercial use only. A 1.9 percent APR for 12-month term
only, with a $0.50 per month minimum. Other special rates and terms may be
available, including installment financing and financing for commercial
use. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary by
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Pre-planted mats provide one
alternative to starting veg-
etable, herb and flower seeds.

fertilizer into the soil before
planting provides season-long
availability of nutrients for the
plant. Or, you can add nutrients
with spray-on fertilizers like Mir-
acle Gro, Peter’s and several
other national brands. Fertilize
monthly, beginning about two
weeks after garden plants are
first set out. Or, choose the once-
a-season method by working
time-release fertilizer that you
work into the soil before plant-
ing.

B Tender care: The first three
weeks in the life of a seedling or
just planted transplant set the
stage for the rest of the season.
The most important thing you
can do is make sure the young
plant does not dry out during this
period. While watering every day
or two will probably resolve this
challenge, a two-inch blanket of
mulch around the plant will hold
in moisture, warmth and set up
a friendly environment for the
transplant or seedling.

Ed Hutchison is a freelance
writer and gardener who lives in
Midland, MI.

new home, restoring a house, saving a landmark or
reviving your neighborhood...

A FULL SERVICE SIDING
COMPANY INCLUDING...
eFully Licensed & Insured

*No subcontracting

®A year-round siding company
eWe Guarantee Complete Satisfaction

References, References, References
¢ |nstallation of vinyl, wood and fibre cement siding, windows & doors

For Free Estimates

(231) 946-9528

Fax 231-946-6827
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How about a 30 foot

Oak, Ash

228-4300 e

Seeking
or Privacy?

Or possibly a 12 foot to 25 foot White Pine?
Also available: Norway, White or Colorado Spruce,

Trees installed with a 90" Tree Spade
We are your Large Tree source!!

Shade

native Sugar Maple?

or Birch.

Lake Leelanau

Serving all of Northwest Lower Michigan.
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This is your year to get some projects done
around the house. Brown Lumber has the
tool you need most — KNOWLEDGE!:

Brown Lumber’s pros will show you =
how to design your deck with the right
materials for your specific needs.

et

Vendors on hand to discuss new composite
decking materials as well as traditiona wood
and treated lumber.

CLINICS are FREE but space 1s limited.
CaII 947 1400 to make your reservation

Deck CLINICS
Thursday, May 16 = 6:30 p.m.
/Séturday, May 18 = 9:00 a.m.
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