LAWN & GARDEN
Sneak peek at The Friendly Garden Club’s 20th annual summer garden walk

By SALLY D. KETCHUM
Special to the Record-Eagle

to encourage walking in the
hills, but that is exactly what
The Friendly Garden Club of Tra-
verse City plans to do July 18, from
noon to 8 p.m., rain or shine.
Organized nearly eight decades
ago in 1923 and federated in 1931,
the club will host its 20th Anniver-
sary Garden Walk this year. Tickets

S eventy-nine is not the usual age

go on sale in June at most local gar-
den centers, the Traverse City Visi-
tors Center and from Friendly Gar-
den Club members.

“Gardening in the hills” is the
theme this year and seven selected
gardens located in Traverse City’s
Holiday Hills area will display many
sites that, according to club member
Terry Harding, “present unique
solutions to landscaping problems
such as hilly sites, small or large
yards, or limited sun exposure.”

The purpose of the walks, accord-
ing to long-time member Edna
Rosenfield, is to showcase the
“know-how” of gardening in specif-
ic areas.

“Through the years, the gardens
have continued to be outstandingly
beautiful and educational with fea-
tures such as ponds, container gar-
dening, and use of decorative orna-
ments being added in more recent
years,” said Rosenfield.

Besides sponsoring one of the
area’s favorite summer events, mem-

bers of The Friendly Garden Club
are committed to advocating the
knowledge and love of gardening.

Among the seven gardens on dis-
play are those by Sally Frye, an area
teacher; Bobbie Shutler, who dis-
plays an “open air garden;” and
artist Carole Donaldson, with an
unusual rustic woodland garden.

All the tour’s gardens have dis-
tinctive features. In Donaldson’s,
wandering paths are lined by hostas,
lilies and grasses. Accents of hol-
lies, rhododendrons and boxwood
form various beds.

“Tuberous begonias in pots sitting
in twig plant stands and hanging
from trees are used for color,” said
Donaldson.

Garden furniture and ornamenta-
tion is in keeping with the spirit of
Donaldson’s entire garden. Con-
tainers of different sizes with bright
colored annuals are on the decks
and rustic wood is used extensively
in garden furniture, fences and plant
stands.

Donaldson has not forgotten that
viewing is one of pleasures of gar-
dening and she places benches in
settings that are both beautiful and
appropriate for viewing, such as a
garden bench under an arbor. Sev-
eral handmade birdhouses, some
made by family members, encourage
wild life. Following major principles
of garden design which leads the eye
from one focal point to another, a
visitor on the back deck can view a
small water fountain near a raised
garden topped by a rock garden.

Besides the popular Walk, the
Friendly Garden Club has promot-
ed and participated in Arbor Day
plantings, provided scholarship
awards to teachers for Environ-
mental School, donated memorial
books to the Traverse Area District
Library, participated in civic
improvement projects
such as planting the
Open Space’s logo gar-
den and Senior Cen-
ter’s gardens.

In addition, the club
sponsors awards to
Traverse City busi-
nesses, participates in
the Children’s Garden
and Learning Garden,
is active in the
restoration of the
Arboretum and plans
to landscape the new
Grand Traverse Her-
itage Center.

Rosenfield added
that the club has also
sponsored scholar-
ships to Traverse Bay
Area Intermediate
School District horti-
cultural students and
encouraged other gar-
den clubs to have
walks to enable them
to accomplish what

first Spring Garden Walkabout fund-raiser

ust as Traverse City’s
J Friendly Garden Club’s gar-
den walk has become a tra-
dition, the Friends of the Kings-

ley Public Library hope to dupli-
cate that success with their own
Spring Garden Walkabout.

The debut walkabout will be on

June 20, from 2 to 8 p.m., with
five Kingsley area gardens on the
tour.

And like the Traverse City
club’s walk, the Kingsley walka-
bout is for a good cause: proceeds
will be used for a new library.

The gardens on display will be
at the homes of Cindy Bartnick,
Flossie Bauer, Carrie Armstrong,
Dorothy Westrate and daughter
Julie, and Helen Brother.

Tickets are $5 in advance and
$7 the day of the tour.

Ticket outlets include: Dobies
Landscaping and Garden, Gar-
den Goods, Helen’s Beauty Bou-
tique, Kingsley Floral, Lark

The Friendly Garden Club has done.

“The day of the walk is a day of
pleasure for our visitors who have
increased in numbers from the first
walk to the present,” said Rosen-
field. “Pleasures of longtime gar-
dening might be the dubious dis-
tinction of ‘dirty fingernails’ but we
can’t deny that it is the nation’s num-
ber one hobby.”

Ticket prices are $5 in advance and
$7 the day of the walk. For more
details, call Garden Walk chair
Cathy Hamilton at 946-1015.

Sally D. Ketchum is a local free-
lance writer and avid gardener.

North-

Lawn & Garden, Inc.,
western Bank, Village Garden,
Wallins Farm Greenhouse and
Nursery, the Kingsley Public
Library, Traverse Area Public

Library, East Bay Branch
Library, Interlochen Public
Library and Friends of the Kings-
ley Public Library members.

For further details, contact Jen-
nie Lewis at 263-7245 or the
Kingsley Public Library at 263-
5484.

] = i ..: -E-I Rl T
Helen Brothers’ gardens is one of the stops on the first Friends
of the Kingsley Public Library Spring Garden Walkabout, which

takes place June 20, rain or shine, with proceeds to be used
toward a new library.

MOSAIC CREATIONS
TRAVERSE CITY, MI
MOSAIC BIRDHOUSES, STEPPING

STONES, MIRRORS, PICTURE
FRAMES.

MADE WITH MARBLE, STONE &
TILE.

ALL UNIQUE.

WE WILL ALSO USE THE TILE
USED IN YOUR OWN HOME TO
CREATE YOUR DESIRED ITEM.
NEW ITEMS COMING SOON.

231-946-9610

ORNAMENTAL CONCRETE
Wholesale - Retail OPEN 7 DAYS

We Manufacture a Full Line of Lawn & Garden Statuary

... and much,
much more!

« Nautical ltems

* Fishing Boys

« Oriental Windmills

* Sundials

* Gazing Globes &
Pedestals

« Wide Variety of
Domestic & Wild Animals

« Fountains * Tables

* Patio Stones * Geese & Clothes
* Angels * Benches

« Planters « Lighthouses

* Totem Poles * Elves

* Gargoyles « Fencings

* Bird Baths * Seagulls

« Wagon Wheels * Jockey Boys

« Religious Items * Ornamental

GOOD SHEPHERD
SCENIC GARDENS

(231) 258-2459 6 miles North of Kalkaska on U.S. 131
5/10-649865-LG Over 30 Years In The Same Location!

1,000 To
Choose From:

Children’s Garden
Traverse Area District Library

Plant Sale yz
@\, Saturday, May 18 9:00 til ?@»M

~~bring some plants, buy some plants ™=
(& used garden tools, too)

Call for volunteers~
In the Children’s Garden
In the Learning Gardens
...and wigglers’ parents ~ come help us put
in the new Toddler’s Garden
For information call 947-0422

Tell everyone about the greatest Children’s Garden

5-10.19.649852

For Information Call 231-947-0422
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Photos courtesy of The
Friendly Garden Club

These are some
of the gardens
that will be on
display at this
year’s Summer
Garden Walk,
July 18, rain or
shine. The gar-
dens on this
year’s tour are
in Traverse
City’s Holiday
Hills area.

My Sister, Martha, vowed to
stay with her store.
¥ “Our CEO is doing great and
Wl works for peanuts!”
4 -Victoria Stewart

* Unusual accent plants and foliage to help you
create spectacular window boxes.

« Hundreds of Awesome hanging $10 99

baskets starting at

* \/ine & Wall Baskets, Flower Pouches,
European wire baskets, Grecian Urns
Good OF American Roosters & More!

 Wonderful Patio containers for the
Horticulturally-Challenged

* Patio Tomatoes
* Perennials Galore...Plus some Surprises!

* The newest in Geraniums. Featuring “Fantasia”,
“Shocking Pink” & “Happy Violet”

* Annual Flats for $899

Including Petite Fantasies & lots of your
favorites in Patriotic colors.

7230 Harry’s Rd.
Traverse City

3 miles W. of Tom's West Bay on M-72,
N. on Harry’s Rd. 9/10 mile.

OPEN 7 DAYS

y
1 Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm
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