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Flowers can add sensational color to your garden

By ED HUTCHISON
Special to the Record-Eagle

ed, white and blue are
Rimmensely popular colors

these days. If that is what
you choose for your garden this
year, there is no shortage of plant
material.

Among popular annuals, petu-
nias and salvia provide those col-
ors. Impatiens and zinnias provide
white and red, ageratum provides
blue and white and so on. True
blue is a fairly scarce color among
annuals. The old standby, the
marigold, will be no help.

Patriotic colors are great and as
a side note, so is white used by
itself. Plants that bear white flow-
ers in profusion — notably, impa-
tiens, petunias and wax begonias
— are wonderful when used solo,
en masse, because they can be
seen from a distance and well into
dusk.

This article is about other colors
— the so-called jewel tones — the
purples, vibrant pinks, deep bur-
gundies, porcelain blues and other
non-traditional colors that stand
ready to be the hallmarks of your
garden this year.

Note the term “hallmark.” This
doesn’t mean use jewel-tones
everywhere but in certain places
in your landscape when an intense
color would bring interest and
visual pleasure.

These are the colors that seem to
shimmer in any light; colors so
intense and so deep that they
never seem to fade. The blossom
opens intense, lasts for several
days and then falls from the plant,
intense as the moment it opened.
Plants that bear jewel tone blos-
soms are ideal for containers
where they can be seen and
enjoyed close up. These are not
plants you want to put someplace
where it takes an effort to go to
them.

These are also plants that bear
flowers of perhaps common colors
but in a way that is striking. Of
these, the peony and poppy — both
perennials — come to mind.

What is unusual about the poppy
flower is the translucent color of

its blossoms — chiefly, red, pink
and white and the paper-like tex-
ture. These colors can be found
elsewhere but add into its clarity
and “finish” of the petals and the
flower is, well, special.

The same can be said of the old-
fashioned favorite, the peony.
There is a durable perennial that
if planted in a spot to its liking
will easily prosper for 25 or more
years without needing attention.
What is striking about many of the
peony varieties is the contrast
color to be found in the center of
the blossoms — often a golden yel-
low against a ereamy white, erim-
son or red cluster of petals. The
classic peony flower has many
petals, perhaps 40 or more, and
these contribute to a very large,
very heavy blossom that, sadly, is
often ruined by rain or wind in the
spring. Some varieties produce
flowers with eight or fewer petals
and these are striking in color and
contrast against the yellow cen-
ters.

Here is a quick look at a few of
the annual and perennial plants
widely available that bear blos-
soms of exquisite beauty because
of clarity or intensity of color:

Peony — clear reds and whites,
especially hybrids bearing single
flowers with contrasting colors.
Excellent for cutting.

Poppy — this perennial is easy to
grow; the foliage is almost an
afterthought. Blossom colors are
typically rich and deep. Not a
great plant for cutting.

Petunia — look to the “Wave”
and similar hybrids that bloom
prolifically and bear blossoms in
deep pink and purple tones. Take
care to feed and water carefully
this class of petunias because if
this routine is disrupted, flowering
can be severely diminished. Best
used in massed plantings or con-
tainers.

Impatiens — this very popular
annual for shade and semi-shade
locations probably has the greatest
range of varieties producing jewel
tone blossoms in pink, purple,
white, orange and other colors that
truly shimmer in bright and dimin-
ishing light. Best used in mass
plantings.

jewel-like flowers.

Geranium — step beyond the
familiar orange-red blossomed
varieties to a group of hybrids that
bear intense red, violet, purple,
burgundy and similar hued-blos-
soms. Best in the garden as a spec-
imen plant.

Tuberous begonia — this is the
less common begonia, the one that
grows bushy and about 12 inches
tall. A popular variety is called
“Non Stop.” The moniker refers to
its prolific blooming pattern. And
what colors they are — among the
best are orange, white and yellow.
The term “clear” takes on new
meaning here. Best in the garden
as a specimen plant.

Snapdragons — an old-fashioned
annual that has been dramatically
improved in appearance, flower
color and performance. For clear
colors, it is hard to beat the “Lib-
erty” series. Look especially for
Liberty’s white, yellow and pink.
Enjoy the blossoms in the garden
and in bouquets.

Photo by Ed Hutchison
The “Wave” varieties of petunias and others in its class — creeping — tend to bear intense,

Photo by Ed Hutchison
Peony varieties offer a broad selection of colors, many of
which contrast nicely with the center of the blossom.

- s i D —
= = — gf’ L & -;—v“'" B
= e l—-ﬁ == = '_‘\.? &;‘-

Growing is a family tradition! Experience
the quality and selection only a professional
grower can offer. We have over 100000 | 514" Round Pot 5
. ft. of plants to see, smell and discover - | ™ patora oss 24
Il Grown Right Here in Suttons Bay!  IRegular Price $3.99 Each (y th fat oy
And Now in Bellaire too!

LMix or match flat of 8 pots. Cannot be combined with other offers.

alld Ma ay 16 JUZ U
e gt - Mom , e ” : s
s — = o N ering Gift "7 4” Round Potted Geraniums; -
FREE Flo i : Varieties include: Deep Rose,
for all moms WhO p , ‘ Pinto Bi Color, Salmon, |
&S | s Day Lavender, Red, Scarlt, Violst & White Each |
23 3 2  PRegularPrice $2.99Fach ac
Mix or match varieties. Cannot be combined with other offers. J
. - I I I B D D D B B B B B B . -
Abutilon Dahlias Jasmine Royal Jewel Lobelia
o FE . - - ﬁ ﬁngelontiﬁ Balinc;]\ga Dahlias Il:gntqnav glulelliaI .
; rgeranthemum iaschia icorice Vine alpiglossis
~NEE G'ﬁs fOl" Mother S DaI | A#?str?lian Outback Eouble Impatiens tir]cariav_ garE\t:;l allia
Y ants uropys otus Vine cabeola
e BRIGHT FLOWING Bacopa - 8 Varieties Evol\ﬁ}/lus Lysimachia Shamrocks 2
Begonias: (Belgium, Charm, Eerrhs_ rVIandevi_ltla golar&ilumD )
Doublet, Dragon Wing, ucnsia arguerites arkler Dais
y HANGING BASKETS Fortune, Memory, Non-Stop,  Gallery Dahlias Mex?can Heather S rawflowersy
” Reiger, Rex, Richmondesis) Geraniums: (Cutleaf, Million Bells Petunia Streptocarpella
\ 12 JUMBO BASKEI'S gldens i Incar;‘um,lvy, Martha M!molsa g%regtocﬁ_ll‘pus
= = I raceantna Washington, Tulip, Imuius robliantnes
The lar gest of hanging baskets you will find! Brachycomb Variegated, Whitemesh, Moon Flower Sunflowers
A larger basket means: %rifég_ il ol Morpi?tg Glorys %Upeﬂunias : =
. aladiums erbra Dais asturtiums ecomaria 2
* Larger soil volume e Larger plant Qm:Nth galceglalria godetiha Y I\femesia Compact Hﬁnb_ergia 2 -
i alendula omphrena nnocence ithonia =
7 * Less watering * More Blossoms! Calibracoa Heather New Guinea Impatiens Trachellum o]
Calla Lilies Heliotrope Nigella Verbena: (Babylon, Patio,
Carnations Iboza Osteospermum Daisy Tapien, Temari, Tukana, =
o [ [>( - : Chenille Iresine Pennisetum Twilite)
Your ChOICB ea Clerodendron . Ipomea Pentas Zinnias 5y
e Y - . Coleus - Sunset Series vy Plumbago=a 4
- [ J )

 We're growing thousands of baskets!

LOTED | Iy o e O RN b a7 Sar 28 (109

) s¢—<Bellaire ¢ (231) 533-GROW (4769
' Sun. 10-4, Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9:6 » ¢

| EEORE

IO

:

= o <5

el

‘ \.s‘
\

o
i
)

£ ¥

TR

(EETT PR OOPRRRPRRIORT 11 11T

¥y
17T
L1

w
3

-\';':‘:'r;
k




