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C
hris Smith didn’t go to
art school. He loved art
and wanted to be an

artist since he was 6 years
old, but he knew art school
wasn’t for him.

Instead, he studied for and
received a degree in
Fisheries and Wildlife
Management from Lake
Superior State University.

“I got the degree to help
with the background for
wildlife art,” Smith said. “If
you go to art school, you
have to draw pretty flowers
and naked people. I wanted
to draw wildlife, and I hunt
and fish all the time so it
was a nice combination.”

Smith’s background in
wildlife has paid off. He
illustrates for “The
Retriever Journal,” “The
Pointing Dog Journal” and

“Just Labs.” Smith also owns
his own business where he is
commissioned by people all
over the country to make
portraits of their pets.

“People call me up and say
‘Hey, I want you to paint my
dog, here’s the picture and
the background,’¡” he said.

Smith can now add one
more page to his portfolio:
artist of the 76th annual
National Cherry Festival
Commemorative Print. 

((SSeeee  ccoovveerr..))
The print, featuring a gold-

en lab in a cherry lug, was
chosen as the grand prize
winner from among entries.

Entrants range in age and
experience from elementary
school students to profes-
sionals. There are three cat-
egories: youth, student and
adult/professional. Winners
are awarded prizes in each
category and then go on to
be judged against the other
category winners to be

named the grand prize win-
ner.

The first place winners in
the adult/professional and
student categories are
awarded $250, and the youth
winner receives a $50 sav-
ings bond and $25 gift cer-
tificate from a local store for
art supplies. As the overall
winner, Smith will receive
an additional $250.

“The judges should look at
this and say ‘Would someone
purchase this, spend a con-
siderable amount on framing
it and then hang it in their
home?’” said Patti Schaap,
print contest director. “They
also look for something that
could be used on sweat-
shirts, T-shirts and for other
promotional use.”

Three judges from the area
art scene and local business-
es meet at Schaap’s home to
judge the prints.

This is Schaap’s 12th year
working as print contest

director for the National
Cherry Festival. She said
she has worked to make the
print contest more of an art
competition than a poster
contest.

“Eleven years ago, I
changed it to be a piece of
artwork rather than a poster
concept,” said Schaap. “I’m
very proud of the way that it
has changed.”

Smith said he, too, likes the
new direction that the con-
test has taken over the years,
and said he hopes it contin-
ues to showcase the talented
artists in northern Michigan.

“There are a lot of great
artists in the area,” he said.
“And I hope they’ll see my
print and say ‘hey’ and see it
as more prestigious than a
poster contest.”

Ask Smith why his print
was chosen as the winner,
and he’ll put it simply: “I’d
like to think it was better
than the others. I think that

it was so different that it
caught everyone’s eye — and
it’s a nice print.”

Smith has one piece of
advice for aspiring print
contest entrants: “You gotta
have an angle.”

Smith’s angle was to make
the print fit into everyone’s
life and into everyone’s
home.

“Some of the prints aren’t
going to look good over your
couch,” he said. “This one
was something along the
fine-art line so people could
potentially put it anywhere
in the house and not have it
clash. It was also pretty
generic: a lab in a cherry
orchard. It might look like
anybody’s lab or anybody’s
cherry orchard.”

Wondering where to see
Smith’s print? Check out
National Cherry Festival
publications, T-shirts, the
Web site and area telephone
books.
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Call the Spa for more information or reservations at 231-938-5730.
Reservations required. Subject to availability.

Celebrate summer and the new cherry season!
We invite you to experience our signature
treatment at The Spa.

CherCherrry Honey Honey Gloy Gloww
A unique combination of our Signature Cherry Salt Scrub 
is blended to polish the skin in this full body exfoliation.
We follow this with our Pure Water Falls which refreshes
the body and mind. Our Specialty Cherry Lotion leaves 
the skin feeling younger and softer.

GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT AND SPA

Enjoy the finest view of the Grand Traverse area atop the
Tower in the Trillium Restaurant. Join us Friday and
Saturday evenings for live entertainment in
the Trillium Lounge.

Call 231-938-2100 for reservations
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CChheerrrryy  MMeemmoorriieess
““TThhee  CChheerrrryy  FFeessttiivvaall  wwaass  aanndd  iiss  aa
vveerryy  pprroommiinneenntt  ssuummmmeerr  eevveenntt  ffoorr

mmyy  ffaammiillyy..  MMyy  llaattee  hhuussbbaanndd,,  RReeggggiiee
BBooxx,,  wwaass  iinnvvoollvveedd  aatt  eevveerryy  lleevveell  iinn  hhiiss  ppoossiittiioonn

aass  ggeenneerraall  mmaannaaggeerr  ffoorr  WWKKLLTT..  PPaarraaddeess,,  ccoonncceerrttss
aanndd  ppiitt  ssppiittttiinngg  ____ wwee  wweerree  tthheerree  ffoorr  iitt  aallll..  TThhee
sseeccoonndd  ssuummmmeerr  aafftteerr  RReeggggiiee’’ss  ddeeaatthh,,  oouurr  ssoonn,,
DDyyllaann,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  tthheenn  iinn  ffiirrsstt  ggrraaddee,,  wwaass  tthhee

pprriinnccee  ffoorr  PPaatthhffiinnddeerr  SScchhooooll..  II  ccaannnnoott  ddeessccrriibbee
tthhee  jjooyy  aanndd  tthhee  ggrriieeff  II  ffeelltt  oonn  sseeeeiinngg  hhiimm  ccrroossss

tthhee  ssttaaggee  ttoo  bbee  aannnnoouunncceedd  aass  pprriinnccee  aanndd
kknnoowwiinngg  hhooww  pprroouudd  RReeggggiiee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn..  IItt
iiss  aa  bbiitttteerrsswweeeett  mmeemmoorryy;;  bbuutt  aass  vviivviidd  aass  iitt  wwiillll

eevveerr  ggeett..””
Katherine Ryder Purcell, attorney 


