
By SARAH CHUBY
Record-Eagle staff writer

W
ant to get to the roots
of the National
Cherry Festival?

Make the Cherry Connection
part of your festival plan.

Cherry Connection
Director Jennifer Berkey
said the family-friendly
event is designed to show
festival-goers why northern
Michigan is very cherryand
includes orchard tours,
cherry product tastings and
an educational display at
the Northwest Michigan
Horticultural Research sta-
tion, all focused on one
thing: teaching how cherries
are important and useful in
everyday life.

“The research farm is
where they do lots of differ-
ent studies so they try differ-
ent methods for growing
cherries,” Berkey said. “So
you learn how cherries grow,
as well as sample local cher-
ry products.”

Cherries may not be a
spice, but they add an extra
kick to food. Berkey said the
Cherry Connection focuses
on how people find different
ways to use cherries in
everyday cooking.

“People can put dried
cherries in salads or use
cherry vinaigrette. Last year,
Bay Bread had a wonderful
display and allowed people
to sample different cherry
breads,” she said. “We had
cherry concentrate so we
could make cherry lemon-

ade.” Ray Pleva’s Plevaroni,
cherry caramel sauce, cher-
ry pie and cherry pasta
sauce also were on hand.

If people don’t want to try
unusual cherry products,
they can stick with the tradi-
tional, Berkey added, like
cherry juices, jams, yogurt-
covered cherries and choco-
late-covered cherries.

Berkey said her goal is to
open minds when it comes to
the fruit.

“When people think of
cherries, they think of
Maraschino cherries. My
goal was to show individuals
the wide breadth of products
out there and show them
how you can use cherries in
everyday cooking.”

Berkey said the festival
offers a shuttle to the horti-
cultural station “so people
don’t have to leave their cov-
eted parking spots.” BATA
buses will arrive for pick-up
every 15 minutes at the Open
Space beginning at 9:45 a.m.
Monday, July 8.

Among the Connection’s
other displays and events
are a children’s coloring
contest and a mini-petting
zoo with 4H animals. The
Cherryland Humane Society
also will be on hand with
animals youngsters can pet.

A Special Industry
Program celebrating the
Cherry Industry Person of
the Year will take place at
1:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 9.
The hour-long program also
will honor the Cherry Queen
and the Cherry Festival
Commemorative Print, said
Cherry Promotion Director
Judy LaCross.

Dave Barrons, meteorolo-
gist for TV 9&10, will talk
about the significance of this

year’s cherry crop and why it
is so small. An “all-
American cake” decorated
with cherries and blueber-
ries will be served after the
presentation.

The Cherry Connection
runs from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

“It is just a little feast for
all of the senses,” LaCross
said.
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Our New Downtown

Traverse City Office!
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Tours for
‘Cherry
Connection’

From the Open Space in
Traverse City, go west on
      Grandview Parkway to M-
         22. Go north to Crain Hill
             Road and right onto
                county road 633.
                (Center Highway).
                  MSU Extension
                     Center will be on
                        the left.
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Cherry Memories   

““LLaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  oouurr  ttwwoo
GGeerrmmaann  eexxcchhaannggee

ssttuuddeennttss  aarrrriivveedd  oonn  tthhee
ddaayy  tthhaatt  aann  iinnvviittaattiioonn

ccaammee  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWiilllliiaammss
BBrrootthheerrss  aanndd  tthhee  DDeennnnooss
MMuusseeuumm  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee

iinn  tthheeiirr  eennttrryy..  TThheeyy
tthhoouugghhtt  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  bbee

ffuunn,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy
kknneeww  tthheeyy  wweerree  eexxppeecctteedd
ttoo  wweeaarr  aa  ddiiaappeerr--lliikkee  ccooss--
ttuummee,,  II  wwaass  aaffrraaiidd  tthheeyy

mmiigghhtt  bbaacckk  oouutt..  BBuutt  tthheeyy
ddiiddnn’’tt,,  aanndd  eevveenn  eennddeedd
uupp  lleeaaddiinngg  tthhee  ppaarraaddee..
TThheeyy  lloovveedd  iitt,,  tthhoouugghh

tthheeyy  hhaadd  aa  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttiimmee
eexxppllaaiinniinngg  tthhee  eevveenntt  ttoo
tthheeiirr  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ffaammiillyy

bbaacckk  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy..””
Carol Hale,

Community activist
and former mayor

Make ‘The Cherry Connection’
part of your festival plan

From the Open Space
in Traverse City, go west
on Grandview Parkway to
M-22. Go north to Crain
Hill Road, turn left, and
then right onto County
Road 633 (Center
Highway). MSU Extension
Center will be on the left.


