
A
carefully orchestrated
string of brightly col-
ored mini explosions

over West Bay will end the
National Cherry Festival with
a bang again this year. 

The CenturyTel Festival
Fireworks, presented by
Michigan International
Speedway, will be the final
event of the 76th annual
Festival.

The show is set to start

around 10:30 p.m. and will last
about 20 minutes, according to
George Zambelli, president of
Zambelli International, the
company that makes the fire-
works for the Festival. 

“It takes almost the whole
day before and the day of to
prepare the fireworks,”
Zambelli said. “We expect to
have a few new items. We’ll use
lots of shells we call time fit-
ting, where the shells break at

the tips so they flicker as they
go up, as well as some specialty
hearts, starts and cherry
shapes.

“We always give a little extra
attention to this festival.”

The fireworks will be explod-
ing to the beat of patriotic
music supplied by WKLT,
which will be simulcasting live
at Clinch Park as well as on the
airwaves during the show. The
WKLT giant red radio will be

at the park all afternoon with
free giveaways and music
while they celebrate the
Festival and their 20th
anniversary.

The Finale also benefits from
a partnership with Michigan
International Speedway.

“We realize that the Cherry
Festival’s demographics were
as same as ours, and that six to
eight of their sponsors were
also sponsors for us,” said
Jason Potter, corporate sales
executive for MIS.

“We’re always wining and
dining our sponsors, so we
thought it would be a great
opportunity for us to sponsor
something ourselves and get

our name out there.”
Potter said tickets will be

available during the Festival
for MIS events in Brooklyn,
Mich., about 18 miles southeast
of Jackson. The official pace
car of NASCAR, a Pontiac
Grand Prix, will also be on dis-
play during the Festival and at
the fireworks.

LLooookkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirreewwoorrkkss??
TThheeyy’’vvee  mmoovveedd  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  ttoo
GGrreeiilliicckkvviillllee..  GGrraannddvviieeww  RRooaadd
wwiillll  bbee  cclloosseedd  ffrroomm  MM--7722  ttoo
HHooxxiiee  RRooaadd,,  ssoo  yyoouu’’rree  ggooiinngg  ttoo
wwaanntt  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhee  ddeettoouurr::  TTaakkee
MM--7722  WWeesstt  ttoo  BBuuggaaii  RRooaadd,,  ttoo
HHooxxiiee  RRooaadd  ttoo  GGrraannddvviieeww
RRooaadd  ttoo  MM--2222..  TThhee  ddeettoouurr  iiss  66..66
mmiilleess  ttoottaall..
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1701 S. Airport Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

947-1400
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Hillside Plaza • South Airport • (Just west of Cherryland Center)
231-935-3712 Wed.-Fri. 9:30-9, Sat. & Sun. 9-9

Family Owned and Operated

After the successful opening of 
Osorios Mexican Grocery,

and
the demand for more Great Mexican Food,

Osorios has acquired Willies Rear on South Airport
and is now Taqueria Margarita

Fireworks make for a Patriotic Festival finale
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