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I
scream, you scream, we
all scream for the
record-breaking 500-

foot ice cream sundae.
During the 2001 Cherry

Festival, Country Fresh and
National Cherry festival
volunteers built a 320-foot
sundae. And this year they
are looking to add 180 feet.

“Last year it was an
experiment and we did it
without a hitch,” said Dan
Parks, Country Fresh
events manager. “This year
we found it could be made
even longer when we
worked out the logistics.”

Parks said the sundae
will consist of approximate-
ly 300 gallons of ice cream.

“That is a  rough idea, but
there will be 50 10-foot sec-
tions of ice cream.” 

The all-vanilla sundae is
decorated by Cherry

Festival volunteers.
“The sundae is built by

Cherry Festival volunteers
Friday night and then the
ice cream links are stored
on to a truck that is special-
ly made to hold the links of
ice cream.

“When we start to put the
sundae together at the
Open Space, we have two to
three volunteers per sec-
tion,” he said. “So we have
100 to 150 volunteers and
Boy Scouts to make this
possible. Each team of vol-
unteers decorate and top
their own 10-foot section
and serve it all.”

Anyone who likes the tra-
ditional ice cream sundae
will want to have a bite of
the colossal creation.

“It is vanilla with a spe-
cial cherry topping put
together by Chef Fred
Laughlin from
Northwestern Michigan
College,” Parks said. “It
also has whip cream and
maraschino cherries on it.”

He said the sundae, which
people can eat for free, was
gone 20 minutes after they
began serving it last year.

“The sundae will start by
the stage at the Open
Space,” Parks said. “With a
couple twists and turns, we
can keep it there.”

The event will begin at
noon on Saturday, July 6.
Parks said they will begin
serving it about 12:45 p.m.

“Pictures will be taken
and the sundae will be
served until is gone.”

He said Country Fresh is
not only sponsoring the
event and directing the
building of the sundae, but
they are also sponsoring
the three ice cream socials
and they will be serving up
soft serve in the Open
Space all week.

“Come see us,” Parks said.
“And be sure to say hi to
Ruthie the cow.”
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T
he DTE Energy Cherry
Royale Parade typical-
ly has 100,000 on-site

spectators and anywhere
from 140 to 165 floats.

The parade begins at 11:15
a.m. Saturday, July 13 at
intersection at Railroad and
Front streets.

Cherry Royale Parade
Director Jerry West said
DTE Energy’s float will be
made of shrubs, flowers and
grass.

Fred Shell, vice president
of DTE Energy, said DTE is
sponsoring the parade and
will plant the vegetation on
the float in the Children’s
Garden after the parade.

“Michcon has done busi-
ness in the area since the
1950s. DTE’s name is now on
the top of the bills, but we
really haven’t changed. The
same women and men work
here. The only difference is
that we are a part of a
stronger company.

“The Children’s Garden
was built through a grant
Michcon found in 1999 as a

part of a series
of grant to cele-
brate Michcon’s
150th anniver-
sary. We thought
it would be a nat-
ural extension to
show community
by not only to
supporting
Cherry Festival,
but to continuing
to fund the
Children’s
Garden that we
originally plant-
ed.”

Grand Traverse
Garden Club,
DTE employees
and a number of other orga-
nizations will walk beside
the DTE float, Shell said.

The float, titled “Rooted in
Your Community”, is to let
the community know that the
company has been in the
area for many years—and
the only thing different is
the name.

“We have deep roots in this
community through our
Michcon subsidiary’s 150
year legacy and are extreme-
ly pleased to play a part in
this event which has gar-
nered national attention,”
said Michael Porter, DTE
Corporate Communications
vice president. “Festivals
and parades such as the DTE
Energy Cherry Royal Parade
showcase the spirit of the
entire region.”

Shell added, “The name is
different but the commit-
ment remains the same.”

TThhee  DDTTEE  EEnneerrggyy  CChheerrrryy
RRooyyaall  PPaarraaddee  wwiillll  bbee  tteellee--
vviisseedd  oonn  AABBCC  2299&&88  aatt  1111::3300
aa..mm..  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  1133..
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7/3-656093-CF

Get Fresh With Us!
Featuring Brewster’s Coffee

• Over 18 Varieties Of Made From Scratch Bagels
• Homemade Cream Cheese

• Fresh-Roasted Coffee & Espresso
• Gourmet Sandwiches, Salads & Soups

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat. 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

929-9866
Fax: 929-9886

1122 South Airport Rd.
(Across from Cherrlyand Center)

CENTER

7/3-655749a-CF

LASAGNA • PIZZAS • APPETIZERS • SOUPS 
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CHEESE CAKES • PIES • COOKIES • BAGELS • M
UFFINS 

Open to
Public

2418 Sybrandt Rd. • Traverse City
922-3296

(1 block north of S. Airport and Cass Rd)

“Nobody doesn’t like Sara Lee.”

Now Available Earthgrains Bread

Cherry Festival Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 10-4

ZN#51901

Cherry
Cheesecake

$259
(19 oz)

10% Discount with $25 (or more) purchase for
Business and Organization Accounts.

CChheerrrryy  MMeemmoorriieessCChheerrrryy  MMeemmoorriieess

““FFoorr  yyeeaarrss  wwhheenn  II  wwaass  ggrroowwiinngg  uupp,,  II’’dd  ggoo  oouutt  ttoo
mmyy  ggrraannddppaarreennttss  ccoottttaaggee  oonn  LLaakkee  LLeeeellaannaauu
eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  aanndd  ccaattcchh  aa  ppaaiinntteedd  ttuurrttllee  ffoorr  tthhee  ttuurr--
ttllee  rraacceess  aatt  LLaayy  PPaarrkk..  II  ddoonn’’tt  eevveerr  rreemmeemmbbeerr
wwiinnnniinngg,,  bbuutt  aafftteerr  tthhee  rraacceess,,  wwee’’dd  rreelleeaassee  tthhee
ttuurrttlleess  iinn  tthhee  BBooaarrddmmaann  RRiivveerr  aanndd  ppllaayy  aalloonngg
tthhee  bbaannkkss  bbeeffoorree  wwaallkkiinngg  bbaacckk  ttoo  mmyy  hhoouussee  oonn
SSeevveenntthh  SSttrreeeett..  II  aallwwaayyss  llooookkeedd  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  tthhaatt
ddaayy..  II  aallssoo  ddiidd  tthhee  ppiiee  eeaattiinngg  ccoonntteesstt  ffoorr  aa  lloott  ooff
yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  bbaacckk  iinn  tthhee  llaattee  8800’’ss  wwhheenn  II  wwaass
iinntteerrnniinngg  aatt  tthhee  RReeccoorrdd--EEaaggllee  aass  aa  ssuummmmeerr
rreeppoorrtteerr,,  II  wwoonn  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa  ccoommppeettiittiioonn..  II  hhaavveenn’’tt
ddoonnee  tthhee  ccoonntteesstt  iinn  aa  wwhhiillee,,  bbuutt  II  ssttiillll  eeaatt  aa  lloott  ooff
cchheerrrryy  ppiiee  ____ aanndd  iitt  ddooeessnn’’tt  eevveenn  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee
ffeessttiivvaall  wweeeekk..””  
Wayne Schmidt,
Grand Traverse County Commissioner
and lifelong resident 

Cherry Royale Parade is always
the cherry topping on the festival

The DTE Energy Cherry Royale Parade starts 11:15 a.m. Saturday, July 13. 

Return of the world’s longestReturn of the world’s longest
cherry ice cream sundaecherry ice cream sundae


