
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST CERAMIC TILE OUTLET

Over 2 Million
Square Feet of 

Ceramic Tile in Stock
9 Stores Chainwide

WE SAVE WHEN WE BUY...SO YOU SAVE WHEN YOU BUY!

832 U.S. 31 South • Traverse City (3 miles south of Grand Traverse Mall) 943-8881
Hours: Mon.-Thur. 9-6 • Fri. 9-8 • Sat. 9-5

FREE USE OF TOOLS • FREE INSTRUCTIONS

FREE USE OF TILE
TOOLS WITH DEPOSIT!
FREE INSTRUCTIONS!

1-16.hm.582962

Ceramic Tile •• Prefinished Hardwood
• No Wax Vinyl • 1000’s of yards of vinyl 

remnants
• Don’t Know How To Tile? Borrow one of our how-to

brochures or videos on deposit. The deposit is promptly
refunded upon return.

• Don’t Have Any Tools? Relax. You don’t have to
spend any more. You can borrow a tile cutter, grout float and
trowel all on deposit. You will have access to our wet saw for
those tricky cuts.

• HAVE NO CLUE WHAT TO BUY? We’re here to
help. Our experienced knowledgeable sales staff will make sure
that you have the proper tile for your application. We import
from around the world for the best selection!

All of the above is available to you with your 
Tile Mart Ceramic Purchase!

Check out our ¾” prefinished   
hardwood specials

$2.99sq.
ft.

Appliance Extravaganza!
Purchase 10 cabinets or more and get a GE Appliance Package for only...

Package includes all these quality
GE appliances:
•• 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR,

Model TBX18CIB with glass
shelves and ice maker.
• 30” ELECTRIC RANGE,

Model JBP26WB with glass window
door and self clean oven.
• OVER-THE-RANGE MICRO-HOOD,
Model JVM1421WB ventless hood
with 950 watts.
• DISHWASHER,
Nautilus Profile Model GSD3600
Series with electronic controls.

All items available in white or almond.

$1499*

Home Link Kitchen & Bath has changed to...

New name, same great products and service.

* Your choice of cabinet selection from HomeCrest, StarMark or Kitchen Craft. 
Minimum required purchase of 10 cabinets to quality. Appliances to be delivered with
cabinetry. Installation and hook-up not included. Range cord available at additional
charge. Contractor sales excluded. Offer expires February 17, 2001.

ALPENA  BATTLE CREEK  CADILLAC  CANADIAN LAKES  GRAND RAPIDS  HOLLAND   LANSING
MUSKEGON   PELLSTON   TRAVERSE CITY

Traverse City Showroom:
308 US Highway 31 S., Traverse City, MI 49684,
Phone: (231) 943-7801, Fax: (231) 943-7864.
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 To 5, Sat. 9 To 2.
www.williamskitchen.com

Financing Available

hm1-16.582952

1/16-582957-HMThe Phoenix Woodstove

901 S. Airport Rd.
Traverse City

946-2440
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BY SALLY D. KETCHUM
Special to the Record-Eagle

T
his year’s winter home
maintenance and repairs
can be summed up in

three little words: heat, heat,
heat.

Concerned with the ramifica-
tions of the heating crunch,
cost, efficiency and safety fac-
tors, homeowners are looking
for help from the pros. Don
Montieth, a retired Charlevoix
automotive engineer, is an inde-
pendent contractor for Handy-
man Connection in Traverse
City, and he works with both the
precautions and problems cold,
snow and water can cause.

Montieth finds most problems
center around excessive snow,
frozen pipes, furnaces, roofs
and septic systems. Shoveling or
raking snow off roofs, a common
sight around town, really isn’t
necessary, Montieth says, unless
the snow is over six inches. 

“But that’s a maximum,” he
said, “especially on older
homes.” 

He also cautions people about
metal roofs, a growing trend,
especially in Canada. The
objective is to allow snow to
slide off the roof, but Montieth
has heard of fatal accidents
when the heavy load of wet

snow has slid off onto people.
Roof  vent pipes should be
checked for ice build-up to pre-
vent danger from poisonous
gasses.

Since winter is a difficult
time for septic tank mainte-
nance, Montieth suggests pro-
active use of Ridex or a product
with similar ingredients. He
advises clients to avoid using
chlorine as a bleach or general
cleaning agent because it kills
the bacteria that digest the
waste. If a septic tank goes
anaerobic due to no bacterial
action, bad odors will not be
the only problem because in a
short time waste solids can
enter the tile field, plug it, and
back everything up into the
home. And replacing a clogged
tile field in the dead of winter
is an expensive job..

Frozen water pipes can burst
and pour thousands of gallons
of water into the home while
people are out for even a short
time during extreme cold. Com-
mon sense precautions can
avert huge repair bills. If part
or all of the home is built over
a crawl space, the foundation
vents should be closed and
sealed during winter. It would
pay to check these vent covers
after high wind storms since
one open vent can cool a crawl
space very quickly.

Rooms that are most liable to
plumbing freeze-up are those
that are more remote like laun-
dry rooms and half baths near
attached garages where the
water may not be used for days
in a row and where heat regis-
ters may be closed to save fuel.
In extreme cold, it may be a
good idea to open the faucets
enough to allow a continuous
stream of water the size of a
soda straw. 

Second floor bathrooms sup-
plied by pipes running up an
outside wall are especially vul-
nerable to freezing. People
accustomed to “modern” non-
freezing hose bibs should check
for inside shut-off valves with
drain caps if they happen to
move into an older home.

Forced air furnace filters
should be checked since
clogged filters cause heat to
build up in the heat exchanges.
Baseboard heat mechanisms
should be checked for house-
hold debris like dog hair, and
dust. They can be cleaned with
a vacuum or an air compressor.

An organized check of the
home’s condition and quick
action if repair is needed usual-
ly prevent the home disasters
that, small or large, may ruin
the peace of winter. 

Maintaining proper heat is key in
preventing winter home disasters

Record-Eagle file photo

The heavy snow buildup of this winter has many homeowners shovelling their roofs.

By The Associated Press

QQuueessttiioonn::
My two-story house is 40 feet

wide on each side, and has
three 12-inch-square vents on
the roof’s south side. There are
four soffit vents on the house’s
north and south sides. During
the winter, frost collects on the
attic side of the roof deck and
on the rafters. The frost melts
and drips on the insulation and
seeps through the ceiling. What
can I do to reduce the attic
moisture in the winter?

AAnnsswweerr:: 
Your problem is typical of an

attic in the northern states that
has excessive moisture buildup
and inadequate ventilation. The
unobstructed attic ventilation
should be 1-300th of the attic
floor area.

Based on your data, the vent
openings are about 20 percent
less than the recommended
amount. If there are insect
screens covering the vent open-
ings, then the percentage is
even more. Insect screens
reduces the effective opening
by about 40 percent.

To increase moisture reduc-

tion, the roof deck between the
rafters should be “washed” with
cool dry air. This can be
achieved with continuous ridge
and soffit vents. If these vents
cannot be installed, then you
must use additional roof and
soffit vents. Frost tends to
develop on the roof’s north
slope, there are no vents
presently located there, so
install vents on the north side.

Also, moisture can migrate
into the attic through wall cavi-
ties because water can collect
in the basement or crawl space
after a rain. Keep those areas
dry.

One possible answer to the problem of winter roof leaks

By The Associated Press

QQuueessttiioonn:: 
The exterior brick of our

home is porous and is starting
to crumble. We had it tuck-
pointed and sprayed with a
transparent water repellent.
This has helped very little.
Would painting the bricks with
a vinyl or Lucite paint stop the
crumbling? Our home is 26
years old and otherwise in very
good condition.

AAnnsswweerr::
Unfortunately, the only solu-

tion is to replace the deteriorat-
ed bricks. Water penetrates
through cracks in mortar joints.
The water freezes and thaws,
causing the bricks to spall.

Once the bricks spall, you can-
not reverse the condition. You
can only reduce further spalling
by sealing cracks or open mor-
tar joints.

Sealing the brick face with a
clear, penetrating sealant is not
recommended by the Brick

Institute of America. It can
cause more harm than good by
trapping moisture that was pre-
sent in the brick. This moisture
freezes and causes the bricks to
spall.

Painting the bricks is a stop-
gap measure. The paint can act
as an adhesive, keeping the
crumbled pieces together. When
the adhesive properties of the
paint reach their life cycle, and
the paint peels off, the crum-
bled pieces will peel off with it.

What to do when freezing and thawing water
causes brick exterior of home to crumble


