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FALL HOME

Why fluorescent lights are

being replaced

By JAMES AND MORRIS
CAREY
The Associated Press

he first artificial source of
I light was nothing more than
& burning stick—about & mil-
[ion years age, About 5,000 years
ago, & wick and some oil in a clay
jar became the first lamp and
replaced the woeden torch as the
source of artificial illumination.
Lamps got a run for their money
i the first century AD., when can
dles were invented, Although not
as bright as an oil lamp, the can
dle, “the no-spill lamp,” was con
venient during the Middle Ages.
Inthe late 1700z, a tubular wick
was developed for gas or oil that
allowed air to circulate inside as
well ag outzide. This substantial
[y increased the luminance of the
flame. A cheaper and brighter
mantle was invented in 1585, but
by that time, Thomas Edison's
glectric light (1879 was well on

its way.
Although it was nearly 40 years
before incandescent bulbs

improved to the point where they
worked well and were economi
I'H] to use, more was ;\'C.[ to come
In 1838 the Muorescent lamp was
invented. At first it seemed con-
demned to use in kitchens and
commercial buildings where its
badly skewed spectrum produced

headaches and irritability for
decades.
As lighting technology has

improved, so has fluorescent light
ing. Stepping out of the rubble of
lighting design and discovery, the
compact Muoreseent is taking the
lead in the new “cost ve. value"
equation.

In fact, with all the concern
about cnergy conservation, it's a
wonder that Mluerescent lighting
isn't all that's available. Its ener
gy efficiency and lasting guality
are unmatched by anything incan-
descent

And, better yet, fluorescent light
ing iz softer than regular lighting
It's almost completely shadow-
free. For folks who have to work
inside all day, modern fluorescent
lighting is easier on the eyes. And
that means less eye sirain and
fewer headaches.

Even with all of ita advantages,
a modern fluorescent light can
still go haywire—not to mention
that older fluorescent fixtures can
make a lot of noise, It is not a big
deal to change a compact Muo
rezcent—aerew the old one out

by new version

and reverse the process to install
a new one. But the same doesn't
hold true for the old-fashioned
tubular flusrescent.

Pin-ended tubular flusrescent
fixtures have really changed late
Iv. Onee this type of fixture was
powered by a device called a
mechanical ballast—a trans-
former that hummed like crazy.
Taoday's ballast is electronic and
quiet, And to top it all off, flue
rescents with electronic ballasts
don’t need warm-up time. They
illuminate the instant they are
turned on.

Expect to pay about double the
price for an electronie fixture
than you would for the old-fazh
ioned type with a mechanical bal-
last. But, it's worth it

The old-fashioned-type fixture
b= all that you will find in the big
box stores. For a good-quality
electronic fluorescent, vou will
need to go to an electrical supply
house or an electric-fixture retail
er. Here's all you have to do once
you have purchased the replace
ment fixture:

B Hemove the cover from your
old fixture. Don't forget to turn
the power off first.

® Remove the bulb. Twist it in
either direction (clockwise or
counterclockwise) about 90
degrees,

W The fixture housing cover usu-
ally has a pair of twist latches {one
at either end)that hold it in place
Remove the housing cover and set
it azide. You might need the help
of a pair of pliers.

B Finally, disconnect the two
electric wire connections and dis-
mount the housing from the ceil-
ing (usually held in place with a
couple of serews)

To install the new lixture, sim-
ply disassemble it in the same way
that you disassembled the one
that you had to remove Even
though the ballast and bulbs in
the new lxture are more sophis
ticated, the fixture itself still looks
just the same as the one being
removed

Reverse the disassembly pro
cedure to mount the pew fixtore
tothe wall or ceiling. For the elee-
trical connection, make sure to
attach all the black wires togeth-
et and then all the white ones
Reinstall the housing cover,
install your new bulbs and, if
included, mount the cover.

For more home-improvement
tips and information, visit the Web
site, www.onthehouse com
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The new GE Reveal light bulb,

with its coating of the natural
earth element, Neodymium,

filters out the yellows in the

color spectrum fo produce a
crisper light. Not only is this
lighting said to maoke colors
appear in thelr true form, but
Is touted fo make hobbies and
task work easier on the eyes.

o Critical light sees all flaws

e b

“ ritical light” is a term pros use in connection with com-
‘ men wall problems. It refers to the way light hits a flat
wall surface, A table lamp sitting next to a wall shines
eritieal light on the nearby surface and it will show even the emall-
est imperfections. Lumps, bumps, paint runz and nail heads, even
tiny apecks throw big shadows when critical light spills flush across
a wall Pros often use critical light to cateh flaws beeause s drywall
fintsh job typlcally looks great until s painted and illuminated
with eritienal light. Then the awful truth comes out especially if the
paint is gloasy. Proa avoid this by sanding and continually check-
ing with & eritical light from various angles. They use a high-power
flashlight or a high-intensity lamp (that projects hard-edged shad-
aws), sanding and tweaking until it's super smooth. Then they paint

Sanding and checking with a light i= eritical
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