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By PAT STEIN

Qopl ey News Servi ce
!
childs roomis the hub of
A his or her universe. It's a

saf e haven in which to pl ay,
dream visit wth friends, study,
keep treasures and, of course,
sl eep.

Quitfitting a child's roomis very
di fferent fromplanning any other
roomin the house because it is a
transitional space that nust fill a
child's needs from infancy to
early childhood and on into the
t een-age years. Teddy bears soon
give way to conputers and the
room nust be flexible enough to
acconmodate a child s changi ng
needs.

In her book, “Kids’ Roons”
(Chronicle Books, $22.95), Jen-
nifer Levy offers suggestions for
outfitting children’s roons not
only wth basic furnishings such
as bed, desk and storage, but al so
in ways that nourish each child s
creativity and to support child-
hood as a tine of joy and wonder.

Decorating a child's room is
nmore conplicated than decorat -
ing any other roomin the house
because children need an envi -
ronment that both soothes and
stimul ates in varying degrees and
they need to feel they have con-
trol over their |andscape, Levy
wites.

She encourages parents to enlist
their children’s hel p in designing
and creating their room decor.

“It’s a great opportunity to intro-
duce themto col or conbinations
and creative nmanipulation of
space,” she said, not to nention
the fact that a child who has had

a hand in creating his or her
“world” is nore likely to take
care of it.

Lighting, color and furniture are
the key elenents in every interi-

or, according to Levy, but in a
child's room color, texture and
surfaces take on added i npor-

tance. She suggests painting and
decorating the roomin colors the
child likes, rather than the sub-
tle, stylish hues that nay dom -
nate in the rest of the house.

Fun decorating projects that
parents and children can do
together include stenciling or
stanping on walls. Senciling is
an easy way to personalize a
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Products, Northern Floor
& Tile, Floor Covering
Brokers and Tile Oaft.

Al t hough popul ar fl oor -
ing colors are inspired by

nature, they are not acci -
dental trends. Crossville's
products, for instance,

are in colors selected by
Bar bara Schirnei ster,
ASI D, who also sits on
the Interior Forecast
Committee of the Col or

Associ ation of the United
S ates.
Heat her Peters,

Crossvill e’ s spokesperson,
expl ai ned that experts
under st and how fl oor

col or works across a
range of sizes, a factor
home owners often

negl ect whil e | ooking at
smal | -si zed sanpl es.

For those who want top
of the line and to spend
to help Anerica’ s econo-
ny, the Cbsidian line is
state of the art in both
t echnol ogy and aest het -
ics. It is unbreakable,

t enpered gl ass whi ch out-
performs marble, granite,
ceram cs and | am nates.

It has striking design

opti ons because of the
aesthetic qualities of
glass. W-scale, it is $30 a
square foot.

Inter-nationally
renowned English design-

er, Robert Kine, finds his
inspiration in the Mddle
Eastern textiles, especial -

l'y Uzbeki stan’s hand-

woven, printed fabrics.
The future will tell
whet her the M ddl e East

remains an influence in

space and incorporate your
child's favorite thenes, be they
spaceshi ps or cats. Senciling can
form a border on the wall near
the ceiling and be used to unify
m snatched furniture or even
decorate the floor.

Children can easily create their
own stencils by photocopying a

strong, sinple design such as a
floner or a butterfly or an air-
pl ane. Each phot ocopy shoul d be

traced with an indelible marker
onto a piece of Mlar (available
at art supply stores), then care-
fully cut out wth an X-acto knife
(under vigilant parental supervi -

sion). Ready-nade stencils are
also available at craft supply
stores.

If your child is od enough to
paint, affix the stencil tenplate
to the wall wth stencil spray
adhesi ve or nasking tape. Then
apply water-based acrylic, |atex

or stencil paint over the tenplate.
Take . care not to apply too nuch
paint to avoid having it bleed
under the tenpl ate.

Alowpaint to dry before renov-
ing stencil fromthe wall, floor,
furniture or other surface. It's a
good idea to have several stencils
on hand so your child can be
painting some while others are
drying, Levy advi ses.

Stanping, like stenciling is a
great way to add color and inter-
est to walls. Sanps work well on
primed wood furniture and toy
boxes, as well as walls. Sanps in
notifs ranging from cowboy hats
to pigs can be found in craft
stores. They can be applied to any
prined wall wth a natte finish.
To use a stanp, roll a thin |ayer
of latex paint onto a snooth
non-porous surface such as Pl ex-
iglass. Press the stanp into the
paint, then renove excess paint
by lightly stanping on a piece of
paper before applying the stanp
to the wall or furniture.

Aspects of lighting, another key
elenent in interior design, can
al so involve children. A though
adults nust be in charge of cre-
ating the basic elenents such as
wi ndows and built-inlighting sys-
tens to illumnate the room as
needed around the clock, chil-
dren can participate in naking
lanps that delight and enchant.

Levy likes the “lacy lanp” as a
sinple and inexpensive but
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renarding lighting project for
parents to undertake with their
children. Sart with a table lanp
with a plain white paper |anp-
shade. The project calls for dis-
posable paper doilies wth a
strong cut -out design, spray adhe-
sive (available at hardware, paint
and craft stores), transparent tape
and spray paint.

Hold the doilies against the
| anpshade to find the arrange-
nent you |ike best.

“You can overlap them for a
scal | oped effect or even cut the
doilies to create new patterns and
shapes,” said Levy.

Ohce you've decided on a
desi gn, spray adhesi ve and attach
tiny bits of transparent tape to
the backs of the doilies and fix
them to the |anpshade, naking
sure they are firmy tacked down
at the edges and corners.

Be sure to position the tape so
it doesn't cover any of the hol es
in the doilies.

Imedi ately after af fi xing
doilies to shade, spray paint onto
the shade, being careful to spray

the holes in the doilies evenly and
conpl etely, but don't use so nmuch
paint that it drips.

Renove the doilies right after
pai nting, before the adhesive has
tine to dry. The result is a per-
sonal i zed | anpshade with a nag-
ical, personalized pattern through
whi ch ight shines.

Since a childs room nust
acconmodat e an array of
ever -changi ng interests and

needs, storage needs to be flexi-
ble. But, Levy says, it should al so
be fun.

Toys and arts and crafts sup-
plies can be stored in w cker bas-
kets, hanging vegetabl e baskets
plastic buckets and al nost any
other kind of container where
itens can be stored generical |l y—
teddy bears in one basket,
crayons and narkers in another,
Legos and building blocks in
another and so on. Built-in cub-
bies, sinmlar to the ones found in
classroons, are ideal for storing
the containers in an organized
fashi on.

Painted furniture can be pure fun

nteresting furniture pieces,

whet her fromgrandna's attic,

a flea narket or new ones
from an unfinished furniture
source, are pure fun because of
their versatility. These days, you
can pair them with nearly any
other pieces of furniture and
accessories in any room of the
house, and they fit right in.

For sone pieces, it's sinply a
natter of choosing the right color,
and painting. For other pieces,
it’s all about enbellishnent,
adding details, such as painted
“rickrack” on a small chest and
repeating it on a headboard. For
sone pieces, adding stenciling,
hand painting, decoupaging and
glued-on trins gives the right fin-
i shing touch.

QG her paint techniques such as
crackling nmght be a choice for
shel ves on an open cupboard to
be used for displaying dishes or
collectibles in a dining room

For an outdoor project, you
mght add several shades of green
to give new life to an Adirondack
chair's slats and its footrest.

Pai nted pi eces are an easy way

to add pizzaz and to showcase

your personality in the overall
| ook of your hone, inside and out.

These hel pful tips can get you
started:

aProj ects can be as quick and
easy or as intricate and creative
as you want themto be. Depend-
ing on the furniture piece, you
m ght consi der one-col or projects
or decorative techni ques, such as
spongi ng, ragging or painting
col or bl ocks.

aWen you use vintage pieces,
nake sure they are in good repair.
If the piece previously has been

Custom
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Free In-Home Design
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hm-10-16.622860

Relaxation has found its

ultimate expression

pai nted, you can sand and repai nt
in nost cases wthout stripping
off old paint.

aln general, furniture requires
sanding, wping with tack cloths
or clean danp cloths to renove

dust, and primng to seal the fin-
i sh
aFor sone pieces, though, it's

good- | ooking to incorporate the
charmof the natural wood or pre-

viously stained wood for varia-
tions of an aged or antiqued
effect.

aFor best results, paint in thin
coats and never rush drying tines.

FALL HOME

Kidding around: A special roomfor your little dr eaner

Qopl ey News Service photo
Ghildren love to help design
the roomin which they' Il live
If your child is od enough to
pant, a stenciling prgect to
define a border or create a
sunflower notif as seeninthis
room is a great way for you
both to be involved inredec-
orating a room

“It’s a great opportunity to
introduce them to color
combinations and creative
manipulation of space.”
Jennifer Levy,
author of “Kids’

Rooms”
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end-row turnareunds :
effortless and quick.

www.simplicitymfg.com

Model 860DLX
Full range of snowthrowers af early-
season prices.

Throws snow up to 45 feet

Mudtiple speed-range choices to meet
varied snow conditions,

Conveniently located and functional
controls. Saves time and effort.

Balanced for ease of handling and
maximum traction for slippery
conditions.

Comer of M-37 and Norton Rd.
Trverse ity
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*The Tractor Farm”

WE SERVICE
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WHATWE SELL!

Comers

943-4900
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* Offer valid subject 1 credit approval through Transamerica Bank, N.A. on purchases between 8/1#1 and 12/31/01. No payments required
{except insurance premiors if applicable) for & months. Finance charpes will be assessed from date of purchase, unless the total purchase price
and ali related insurance premiums (it applicable) are paid in full within the promotional period.

hm10-16.623154

uEdate your bath and save

Buy a new bath vanity and countertop, and get a Kohler® faucet
at an incredibly affordable price!*

Go ahead, pamper
yourself. Update your
bath with a new look.
First, choose a vanity
that expresses your style
from our wide selection
of cabinet designs. Next,
select a countertop. Will
it be Corian® or lami-
nate? Cultured marble,
Zodiaq™ quartz or
granite? You decide. The
choices are endless.
Finally, add the finishing
touch. Get a Kohler®
faucet at an outstanding
price, and bathe in the
savings!

Offer good Sept. 10
through Oct. 20, 2001.
*Offer limited to a minimum
$300 vanity and countertop
purchase, excluding contrac-
tor/builder sales and all prior
sales. Offer cannot be com-
bined with any other promo-
tional offers.

hone f urni shi ngs.

Whet her Ameri cans
choose to spend a lot or a
little on hone inprove-
ments, their interest in
home seens to have been
awakened since Sept. 11.

Polished Chrome:
Retail value $109.99

Only$49

White, Almond, Black Or
Biscuit:
Retail value $149.99. Only $89

Williams
Kitchen & Bath

_all
Kohler® Coralais™ Faucet
Single control lever - High tem-
perature limit stop - Washerless
ceramic valving - Aerator

Immerse Yourself in Liquid Tranquility.

Exactly how the new Hot Springs Spa of Michigan North Woods Spa
nar will effect home fur- 1137 Carver o Traverse City 2050 M-119 e Petoskey
ni shings remains to be (231) 946-6512 (231) 347-1134 TRAVERSE CITY Convenient Showroom . Products - Design . Installation . Service Excellence Guaranteed
SHOWROOM Alpena - Battle Creek - Cadillac - Canadian Lakes - Grand Rapids - Holland - Kalamazoo
seen. S AIRPORTRD.  Kentwood - Lansing - Muskegon - Pellston - Traverse City

Traverse City Showroom:
308 US Highway 31 S., Traverse City, Ml 49684, Phone: (231) 943-7801,
ums corners Fax: (231) 943-7864. Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 To 5, Sat. 9 To 2.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

hm10-16.622869

" &) HotSpring

Built for a lifetime of relaxation®

Sally D. Ketchumis a
|local freelance witer.

168N/ Le-W

10/16-622862-HM

www.hotspring.com




