Goodbye grass: mulch ring

By ED HUTCHISON
Specal to the Record-Eagle

probably tell you to get rFid of

the grass around its tronk
of plant it in the forest instead
of somewhere in your yard.

That conversation is not like-

ly to take place but if it did.
here’s why a tree is happier with
out having grass around it

Muosat of a tree's roots responsi
ble for taking up water, nutrients
and oxygen grow in the top 40
inches or o of soil. Of these, the
majority is found in the top 12 to
18 inches—or about as deep as
two digs with a shovel, This is
also the zone oceupied by the
root system of grass. Even the
roots of a mighty nak may have
trouble competing with the roots
of a lush stand of grass for the
nutrients, water and oxygen that
both need to stay heslthy and
grow.

Throw in other hostilities the
average tree faces in our yards-
compacted soil, whacks from the
lawnmower and string trimmer
and more—and it's no wonder
why trees often suffer when they
eould just as well thrive and grow
to their potential.

In contrast, the forest provides
an ideal location because there
is seldom competition in the
important root zone 12 to 18 inch-
es deep. There may be plenty of
competition up top, for room to
apread, but the forest Moor iz typ-

If a tree could talk, it would
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can easily create a
of the

to that

growing zor
forest, and sa

yourself time in trimming and
mulching around the tree.

ically a wonderful place for trees
Leaves and other plant material

fall to the ground where they

decomposze and replenish a bio-
logically rich layer of soil. Not
50 in turf areas where leaves are
raked clean each fall,

The good news for your tree,
anyhow iz that you can easzily ere-
ate a growing rone similar to that
of the [orest. and save voursell
time in trimming and mulching
arctind the tree, Here's how:

Spread a ring of organic mulch
three to four inches deep in a eir-
ele aronnd the tree. If the layer
ig four inches, it will emother the
grass underneath. Or, you can
do a tidy job by removing the sod
and installing heavy-duty plas
tic edging. The edging will help
keep the mulch from wandering
—as it tends to—into the grass
outside the mulch zone, Keep the
muleh six inches away from the
trunk IFit iz up close and in con
tinual contact with the trunk,
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While a mulech ring can be installed anytime, probably the
best time is when the iree is planted as shown here, with Jared
Milarch of Traverse City. After the hole is back-filled, a ring of
mulch can be spread over the planfing hole. Make the ring
at least 12 inches from the trunk.
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insects and disease are likely to
visit,

In a way. the ring mimies the
forest Noor. The muleh will make
it easy for water and oxygen to
flow and as it decomposes, it will
be adding nutrients to the soil.
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makes for a healthier tree

It will also keep the soil at a mod-
erate temperature, conserve
water and best of all, eliminate
the competition the tree endured
from the grass roots.

Many types of organie muleh
will work. Probably the best is
cheap and easy to find—wood
chips or shredded bark Both
products are available in bags or
bulk, by the vard, Avoid grass
clippings as they mat down and
cut off the ready flow of water
and air to the surface below.

How big to make the ring? Go
ont at least 12 inches from the
trunk. Ideally, the ring will be
gomewhat in proportion to the
size of the tree now, and what
you expect it to be in five years.
Even a ring that extends out 12
inches will give the tree a nice
gized free zone from grass roots.
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If you use fresh chips or bark,
it's a good ides to throw a cou-
ple handfuls of fertilizer on the
muleh to give the microbes nutri
ents 1o use as they work on the
muleh. Otherwise, theyll take
nitrogen and other elements from
the soil around the tree roots
and that would begin to defest
the purpose of the mulch ring.
It doesn't take much fertilizer
one tree expert recommends a

rate of one to pounds of nitrogen
to each 1,000 square feet of
miulched area

The iree is not the only thing
that benefits, With a muleh ring,
you won't have to run a string
trimmer or lawn mower near the
tree and that will save time and
hassle.

Ed Hutchison is a lower Michi-
gan freelance writer.
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The Laura Ashley Home has arrived,

Laura Ashley Home, the world’s best known name in style, fashion, decoration,
and so much more is now at PRO FLOORING SOLUTIONS. Exquisite patterns, textures, colors and
styles from the pre-eminent interior design source, Laura Ashley Home Collection.
View the new collection niow on exhibition ar PRO FLOORING SOLUTIONS.
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