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Area rugs have got the floor situation covered

By KELLY ROHE
Special fo e Hecord-Eagle

rom i woven carpel mill in
FE’hllmlcllahiu. eirea 1741, (e

today's multi-billion dollar
he carpet industry has
changes.

However, all things are cyelical in
lhe consumer markel and carpets
are giving way to an old competitor
with style and elegance: hardwood
Moors

busine

Aceording lo Beeky Halloran,
Mooring manager at the Building
Center in Honghlon Lake, carpet
has its place in the homebutlder's
market in the new century, bod il =
being uzed in a moch different Fazh-
on.

“I've been in the Nooring business
for over 15 years," said Halloran,
“aned T am seving o decline in the
uze of carpet in sandard living
areas, such as living rosms and
dens.”

Halloran believes thal more

Storage solutions that
match style and budget

By KRISTEN COUNTS
Special to the Recond-Eagle

an't get anything inte your
‘ closel? Can’l gel anything

out of it? Are rooms clut-
tered, but there’s nowhere Lo pul
sl away?

I you never seem to have
encugh storage space, yon might
want Lo implement some ereative
storage options. 1t's all about
organizing the space that you
have, with cholees ranging from a
prlastie bin te s nvas CI rack Lo
a customized elosed.

Storage oplions are available in
great variety at retail and home
improvement oullets

] oy has @ problem with
their elosels,” said Hob
Huomphrey, team leader of home
storage al Target in Traverse Cily.

¥ou can organiie that messy
elosel yoursell, or you ean have
somenne do it for you. David
Halperin, owner of Custom Clos
etz in Traverse Cily, makes closed
organizalion his business.
Halperin views closets on site and
uses a laplop eompiler Lo come
np with o design that addresses
elutter. Components might
include shoe shelves, clothing
ridls, eabinets and jewelry draw-

Brs,

Halperin then elears oul the
eloset, installs the pressed wood
laminate sections and puts every
thing back in place.

According to Halperin, a cur-
rent trend in elosel slorage is
transforming @ small bedroom
imto a walk-in elosed,

Dh-it-yourselfers can take
advantage of storage units that

are cusy o assemble, Typieally
made of pressed wood laminate,
systems ean inelude drawers, cah-
inets, shelves and ciher options
like shoe organizers or canvias
hanging shoe bags,

Ashlea Torner, who lives ina
small apartment in Glen Arbor
and likes shoes, uses hanging
shoe hags.

However, closet organization is
only half the battle

“A lot of older apartments don't
have mich elosel space,” said
Turner, who has ene closet in her
upstairs apariment.

In thal case, storage furnitlure
may b the best option. Pier One
Imperts carties trunks, C0D storage
umits, entertainment centers
bookcases, according to s
manager Colleen Rakunas. Some
entertainment eenfers are
designed for the bedroom wnd
have losed rod instead of
shelves,

“They're (slorage fornitore)
made Lo go in any room,” said
Rakunas

Fuor the bedroom, Hamphrey
suggested laking advantage of
items that range rom eollapsible
cardboard drawers lo wood furni-
ture such as bookeases, In addi-
tion, Target offers children's wood
slorage Trnitore. Hal perin’s stor
age components ean b assembled
for nze as a piece of fornitore.

“Doers can be installed on it bo
ereale a wardrobe for the Ded-
room,” explained Halperin

In bathrooms, shelves, wall cabi
nels and etageres made of materi-
als sueh as wood or metal with
glass are funetional. Hampers can
also be used for storage, along
with plastic stackable storage

ks, bing and drawers inoa vard-
ety of eolors and siaes,

“Some have clear plastie so that
you can easily see what's in
them,” said Homphrey. Another
versatile option b= wicker boxes
and baskels,

Kristen Counts is a local free-
lanee writer.

Making most
of your space

m Buy a multitiered plate
rack to keep evervday plates
handy, providing more cabinet
space for other items.

® In kids rooms add remov
able shelves in one end of the
eloset for toys and games on
lower shelves.

® Look for underutilized
areas for more storage. How
about the space under stairs?
It ean store many items, Often
pullont shelves for books, files,
sports equipment and games
work well.

® Buy a trunk or an ottoman
with o hinged top for extra
storage in living roams, family
rooms, dens and home offices.

W Use the space under the
bed for heavy-duty plastic or
cardboard storage boxes to
corfal out-of season items,
such as blankets or sweaters,

® Maximize a walk-in closet
by adding a small chest for lin-
gerie or accessoTies.

From organization “Making a
Home, " Meredith Books, §20.05,

hemeowners ehosse hardwood in
these areas Tor three main reasons:
il is affordable, il gives 8 mere ele-
ganl leck to a reom and people
helieve dalthough il is not elinically
proves that it aids allergy sulfer-
oTA.

Ultimately, what Mooring the con-
sumer ends up with is a cosi [aclor
b, secording 1o Tim Hyland,
owier of Fleor ring Brokers
with stores in Traverse City and
around norihern Michizan, home-
owners today are budgeting more
for Mooring

“Leze= than five years ago carpel
wis T pereent of our bosiness™
said Hyland. “Now il is less than 4%
pereent of iolal sales.

Hyland believes thal homeowners
Enow whal Meoring they want when
they are building their home and
include that in their overall design
plan.

“People today are nsing wond
Maeers like the used beige carpet
five years ago,” said Hyland, “They
are spending up do theee times the
amount they used to on Nearing.”

From a cost standpoint, woad
fleoring is 4 more expensive oplion
for the average homeowner, Com-
monly measured in sguare feel,
wood floors price oml at approxi
mately # 1o 650 per square fool
installed. Carpet, on the olher hand,
is lypically around 250 to $3 per
sguare Tool installed,

However, wood Moors are lmeless
and indestrnetibile. Aceording 1o
Halloran, carpel owners replace
their carped at leasl onee or twice
throughout {he life of their home or,
eviery 10 years,

Rocond-EogiasElzobath Conley

Above, this wool area rug from Traverse Cily's Stewart-Zacks
comes in several different color trims.

OF eourse with the resarg I
hardwood flaors comes an increased
demand for area rugs. Ken Zacks,
owner of Slewarl-Zacks, o home dee-
oraling stere in downlown Traverse
City, has seen a large increase in
area rug sales in dhe lagt two years,
nearly quadrupling his stores’ rug
volume.

“"People are looking 1o profect
their Moors in high trafTic areas.”
said Eacke “Kitchens, eniryways,
even bathrooms. For the mosl part,
we sell all hand woven, naiural
fiber, rag rugs in smaller sizes such
as 3.5 by 4 foel.”

Aceording lo Halloran, hemewwn-
er use area rugs to soflen the hard
Nonr look and add a touch of per-
sonal tagle. Buyers have a wide
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Mature themes that complement hardwood floors are a lavorite
area carpet choice for norhem lower Michigan buyers.

range of oplions when choosing an
area rug. From the hand-woven rugs
snld al Stewarl-Zacks lo prefabrical-
od, decorative rugs found al most
carpel stores.

“You can buy an area rug lor as
Tittle as £300." said Hyland. “0One
popular leck thal we've found is the
wilderness lopk—rugs with decors-
five scenes of deor or the ouldoeers.”

Due in gart (o homeowners build-
ing higger homes and baby boomers
reliring and laking on second
homes, the Neoring industry as a
whole is booming. Carpel is still a
popular, viable optien for homeewn-
ers, s commonly used in bed-
roam, hallways and refinished
hazementis.

According to Halloran, Berher is
=ill popular because of its Tow
mainlenance qualilies.

"Peeple leday are chossing car-
peting carefully, based on fhe fwisd
of the carpel rather than the Teel,”
said Halloran, “They are lecking for
a low mainlenance carpel thal
wears well, looks gosd and provides
comforl.”

Today's carpet ensomers will lind
low-density carpets on the markel
that lasl as leng as plush carpels.
And, a5 always, indusiry profossien-
als highly recommend investing in a
good pad, Padding is said to bear 75
percent of the carpet’s wear and
tear.

“Carpel will come back,” conelud-
e Hylamd. “We wsed o cover woosd
floors with carpeld, Al same poin
people will go Back (o wanting soft
er floors again. Bud, for now, you
may lind many carpel manufaciur-
ers gelling into the hard surface
Business”

Kelly Rohe iz a local freelance
writer.

David Halperin of Traverse City's Custorn Closets creates an organized design to maoke the
most of storage space by first drowing o model on his computer that suits his clients needs.



