
20

Affordable New Gowns & Dresses

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
Go to our website for more information about us: www.monroesplace.com

182 Lake Street, Hamburg, NY 
716-202-4020

We’re just a short trip to the Southtowns in the village of Hamburg
....well worth the drive!

We have the best selection 
of affordable gowns and 

dresses in WNY.

Or if you purchase a special order,  
dresses usually arrive in about one week’s time!

With a fantastic selection  
of floor stock to take home 

in sizes from 2 to 28!
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Antonio’s Banquet 
and Conference 

Center
(Inside Quality Inn) 

7708 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Niagara Falls, NY

Presented By:

Sunday, 
January 15, 2017
Noon - 4:00 p.m.

NIAGARA COUNTY’S

2017
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417 Center Street
Lewiston

Western 
New York’s

Premier Made 
From Scratch 

Bakery

featuring Elegant
Wedding Cakes

Bridal Shower Cakes

Engagement Cakes

Bachelorette Cakes

Groom’s Cakes

Dessert Platters

Cookie Platters

Ask about 
Gluten-Free,

Sugar-Free and
Dairy-Free

Call Lindsay to schedule your wedding cake consultation 754-2300
www.villagebakeshoppe.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING
GOLD SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING
SILVER SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING
BRONZE SPONSORS

GOLDEN FLEECE 
TAILOR SHOP

ALL 
SAINTS 
PARISH

KJF CREATIVE STUDIO

Lockport Inn
 & Suites

YOUNGSTOWN, NY

CUSTOM PICTURE 
FRAMING

Pallister House Florist
Lockport, NY

Hahn’s

Auto & Home
Janelle J. Hansen

CHAIR COVERS & LINEN RENTALS
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Appointments to see the facility can be 
made by calling our Banquet Team at 

(716) 692-7378 • www.panesrestaurant.com

Complete Wedding Packages starting at
$3599 per person

at “THE GRATWICK”
110 Ward Road, N. Tonawanda

85-300 Guests 

at “Our Restaurant” 
20-85 Guests

984 Payne Ave   
N. Tonawanda
984 Payne Ave   

A Taste of Italy, A Taste of America

V56907 0124 RUSA LEWISTON.indd   1 1/5/15   12:04 PM

Looking for a place to call

Home?
Let one of our 

experienced & dedicated 
agents help make 

your dream of home 
ownership come true!

Call Today!

716.754.8995

505 Center Street • Lewiston, NY 14092 • 716.754.8995

287 Oliver Street North Tonawanda NY
or call to make an appointment

716-803-7224
not2shabbynt@gmail.com

Wedding rentals, vintage hand 
made garters, repurposed furniture, 

handmade candles, shabby chic

New Additions Daily
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Couples are returning to 
the altar in increasing num-
bers, as second and third 
weddings are becoming ever 
more popular. Pew Research 
Center indicates that, as of 
2014, 64 percent of divorced 
or widowed men have remar-
ried, compared with 52 per-
cent of previously married 
women. 

Lavish second weddings 
were once uncommon, but 
that trend is also shifting. 
Couples who are taking 
another crack at marriage are 
tying the knot with renewed 
vigor and with weddings that 
may rival some first-timers’.

Men and women who are 
remarrying after divorce 
or being widowed may not 
know how to approach plan-
ning their upcoming nuptials. 
The following are some 
guidelines to making the 
wedding sequel a success.
WARDROBE

Couples who have been 
married before often find 
that they have more leeway 
with regard to their wed-
ding wardrobes than they did 
when tying the knot for the 

first time. Brides may choose 
something less traditional 
than a long, white dress. In 
fact, this can be a time to let 
loose and select something 
that is festive or even funky. 
This also may provide a 
great opportunity to choose 
clothing 
styles from 
different cul-
tures or ties 
into one’s 
heritage. This 
freedom also 
allows brides 
to broaden 
their horizons 
with regard 
to where to 
buy their 
wedding 
wardrobes. 

Grooms 
may opt 
for some-
thing more 
casual than 
a tuxedo or coordinate with 
their brides-to-be so they are 
on the same creative page. 
Colored tuxedos and vintage 
suits are acceptable, even 
though such attire might have 
raised a few eyebrows the 

first time around.
REGISTRIES AND 
WEDDING GIFTS

Considering couples who 
have been married previ-
ously likely have many of 
the housewares and items for 

daily living 
that first-tim-
ers may not, 
registering 
for these gifts 
is not neces-
sary. What’s 
more, some 
of the same 
guests may 
have been 
present at 
first marriag-
es and gifted 
then. In lieu 
of gifts, 
couples may 
ask guests to 
donate to a 

specific charity or forgo gifts 
altogether.
GUEST LIST

The guest list doesn’t have 
to be a source of anxiety. 
Others will understand that 
there may be a melange of 

people at a second wedding. 
Children from previous mar-
riages as well as divorced 
spouses or former parents-in-
law are not out of the ques-
tion. Even if exes will not 
be included, make sure they 
know about the nuptials in 
advance of others. It’s com-
mon courtesy, and it can help 
head off feelings of ill-will.

Some couples choosing to 
tie the knot again scale back 
the size of the wedding this 
time around, feeling some-
thing smaller and more inti-
mate — with only the closest 
of friends and family — is 
more suitable.
VOWS

Couples can use experi-
ence to draft vows that have 
personal meaning to their 
unique situations and make 
the wedding ceremony even 
more special. 

People getting married 
again can impart their own 
personalities into the ceremo-
ny and party to follow. There 
are no hard rules governing 
second weddings, so couples 
can plan their weddings with 
good times in mind.

‘I do,’ take two: Guide to a second marriage
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Lockport’s Newest Banquet Facility
We treat your celebration with the 
specialized attention it deserves.

The perfect atmosphere for your bridal shower 
and rehearsal dinner or small wedding.
• Seating for up to 125
• Delicious options to meet your specific needs
     - Featuring: • Hors d’oeuvres • Cocktails • Plated Dinners 
• Buffets • Bar Service & Sound System • Professional wait staff

80 Main Street, Lockport

716-998-9655
716-930-5784
www.80mainbc.com

Call us today 
We look forward to 
helping you plan the 
perfect event!

Come Celebrate!
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BUY YOUR TICKETS  NOW! 
$5.00

$2.00 OFF ADMISSION
Bring this coupon when you purchase your ticket and 
admission is only $3.00. Only one coupon per ticket. 

Coupon not valid with online purchases.

Tickets available at either the Niagara Gazette 
or the Union-Sun & Journal offices or you can 

purchase tickets at the event.

473 Third Street
Niagara Falls, NY 14302

135 Main Street
Lockport, New York 14094
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Many couples’ wed-
dings take more than a 
year to plan. Couples 
want all of the special 
people in their lives to 
witness their vows, and 
giving guests advance 
notice can ensure as 

many loved ones as possi-
ble attend the ceremony. 

To be certain that 
guests have ample notice 
to clear their schedules, 
many couples now turn 
to save-the-date cards, 
which announce wed-
dings well in advance of 
the actual wedding day.

Save-the-date cards 
once were reserved 
only for weddings that 
required travel or special 
circumstances, such as 
destination weddings. 
But such cards have now 
become commonplace 
for all weddings. That’s 
because many people 
plan vacations or busi-
ness trips anywhere 
from four to six months 
in advance. Busy people 
require plenty of notice 
to include this important 
date on their calendars, 
particularly when wed-
ding dates fall during 
popular travel seasons or 
around the holidays.

Kleinfeld Bridal, a 
premiere New York 
bridal boutique, says that 
save-the-date cards are 
typically mailed six to 
eight months prior to the 

wedding, though some 
are sent as early as a year 
before the big day. Once 
a date and a location is 
secured, save-the-dates 
can be ordered and 
mailed.

Save-the-date cards 
require couples to 
assemble their guest 
lists well in advance of 
the wedding. The lead-
ing bridal resource The 
Knot notes that everyone 
who will get a wedding 
invitation should also 
receive a save-the-date 
card. There’s no turning 
back once cards are sent, 
so couples will need to 
be certain everyone they 
want to attend is getting 
advanced notice.

It’s acceptable to mail 
save-the-date cards even 
if some wedding day 
details are still up in the 
air. Guests really only 
need to know the date 
and location of the wed-
ding. Couples also can 
use the save-the-date 
card to direct invitees to 
a wedding website where 
guests can learn the 
details of the wedding as 
they unfold.

RSVP information does 
not need to be included 
on the save-the-date card. 

Save-the-date cards are 
much less formal than 
invitations, so couples 
can have fun with them. 
They can showcase cou-
ples’ clever personalities 
or funny quirks. Keep in 
mind it is in poor taste to 
mention gifts or registries 
on save-the-date cards. 
There will be plenty of 
time to direct guests to 
registries later on.

Couples are increas-
ingly turning to save-the-
date cards when planning 
their weddings to make 
sure busy friends and 
family will have enough 
time to make plans to 
attend their weddings.

Master the wedding
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The perfect cozy atmosphere 
for your showers, 

rehearsal dinners, and 
wedding reception. 

We accommodate up to 100!
Offsite Catering Also Available!

Call Catherine at 745-9938
for Reservations & Bookings.

418 Main Street, Youngstown

Specializing in Weddings, Events, Sympathy & Everyday Floral Needs

www.PallisterHouse.com
HahnsPallisterHouse16@yahoo.com

716201-1512

Owner/Designer
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Get Organizationally Focused
In a three-ring binder, compile all your 
correspondences with vendors, notes you make 
during meetings, and photos or tear sheets from 
magazines you want vendors to see. Set up a special 
email address dedicated to your wedding, and store 
important vendor numbers in your cell phone.
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Elegant, lavish weddings 
provide moments couples 
will remember for years 
to come. But while such 
storybook ceremonies and 
receptions remain popu-
lar, casual affairs are gain-
ing popularity.

According to the bridal 
resource The Knot, more 
and more couples are 
opting for less pageantry 
and more laid back 
panache when planning 
their weddings. For those 
who prefer something 
more intimate and more 
personalized, casual wed-
dings may be right on 
target. 

There are many advan-
tages to having a “luxe 
with less” wedding, 
including the ability to 
break molds and impart 
more of the couple’s per-
sonality into the event. 

Another advantage is 
the price tag. The average 
U.S. wedding, accord-
ing to The Knot 2014 
Real Weddings Study, 
costs $31,213. In some 
urban areas, particularly 
New York City, average 
costs are three times 
that amount. Golden 
Girl Finance, a leader in 
financial digital media, 
has found that Cana-
dian weddings average 
$31,000 with honeymoon 
included. Although wed-
ding costs have gone up, 
the average number of 
wedding guests has gone 
down. As such, certain 
couples might look to 
rein in other aspects of 
their wedding. Trans-
forming the festivities 
into a casual affair can 
help keep the overall bud-
get low while still allow-
ing for an exciting and 

enjoyable event. To put 
casual plans into motion, 
consider these ideas to 
help the wedding vision 
come to fruition.

Venue
Catering halls and 

other reception sites do a 
wonderful job of meeting 
the needs of their clien-
tele. However, food and 
beverage costs are often 
the most expensive wed-
ding expense. To reduce 
the per-guest cost and 
also incorporate some 
variety into their wed-
ding days, couples can 

consider a venue change. 
Look for public locations 
that allow couples to hire 
their own caterer, which 
may be a favorite res-
taurant or specialty food 
shop. The cost per person 
may decrease dramatical-
ly from the venue costs. 

Changing the venue 
also enables couples to 
pick unique spots that 
may hold special mean-
ing to them. For example, 
couples can choose the 
site of their first date or 
the location where their 
proposal took place.

contrast
Enjoy a casual, free-

spirited wedding that 
incorporates some 
aspects of formality in an 
off-beat way. Think about 
serving fast food, such as 
fried chicken or pizza, on 
fine china. Those wearing 
tuxedos and gowns can 
opt for casual footwear, 
such as athletic shoes. 
Place wildflowers in crys-
tal vases. These are just 
some methods to give a 
rich feel without remov-
ing the fun element.

Personal touches
Menus or wedding pro-

grams printed at home 
in a fun font can set the 
casual tone couples are 
looking for. Look for 
eclectic fabrics to use as 
gift tags or napkin hold-
ers. Hand-painted signs 
or a hodge-podge of pic-
ture frames can display 
pertinent information, 
such as itineraries or 
seating arrangements. 
Encourage friends or fam-
ily to contribute a favorite 
menu item to the food 
offerings. A home-baked 
dessert can be delicious 
and budget-friendly.

wardrobe
Clothing often indi-

cates the formality of an 
occasion. Everyone from 
the wedding party to the 
guests can dress down. 
Sundresses can replace 
taffeta bridesmaids’ 
gowns. Guys can opt for 
tailored sports coats with 
jeans. Guests may feel 
comfortable in less for-
mal attire that facilitates 
dancing and mingling.

Casual weddings are 
becoming more popular 
as many couples are play-
ing down the party for 
various reasons.

Throw a casual wedding to remember
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Many brides-to-be visit 
bridal shops with specific 
goals in mind regarding 
the style of their wedding 
gowns. Some women come 
equipped with magazine 
tear-outs or pull up ideas 
on their mobile phones. 
Others may have an entire 
scrapbook filled with 
various ideas they’ve been 
compiling for years. 

Much consideration is 
given to wedding gowns. 
The cost and silhouette of 
the dress may garner the 
bulk of that consideration, 
but brides might want to 
spend more time consider-
ing comfort. 

Depending on the time 
of day their weddings take 
place, brides can spend 
12 hours or more in their 
wedding gowns on their 
wedding day. However, 
when shopping for their 
gowns, brides may priori-
tize beauty over comfort, 
even though it’s entirely 
possible to find a gown 
that’s both stunning and 
comfortable. When staff 
and friends or family who 
have come along to offer 
advice start to blush over 
wedding gowns, brides-to-
be may feel pressured to 
downplay any discomfort 
they feel.

To make sure brides 
look flawless and elegant 
but are still comfortable in 
their  wedding gowns, con-
sider the following tips.

• Know what to highlight 
and what to cover up. No 
two body types are the 
same, and many women 
feel certain parts of their 
bodies are their best assets 
while they want to down-
play others. Try on gowns 
that play up your best fea-
tures. If you have shapely 
legs, consider a dramatic 
gown with a slit to show 
them off. Certain gowns 
can enhance the decollete 
or show off an hourglass 

shape. Remember, many 
gowns can be modified so 
that you feel secure and 
confident. Sleeves can be 
added or fabric placed to 
cover up any perceived 
flaws. Confidence and 
pride are important parts 
of the comfort factor.

• Get sized correctly. 
Bridal gown sizes do not 
coincide with street sizes. 
Depending on the manu-
facturer, brides may have 
to select gowns that are 
several sizes larger than 
they would normally wear. 
This should not be a cause 
for alarm. Brides should 
go by their  measurements. 

Attempting to squeeze into 
a dress that is too small 
will only lead to discom-
fort on the wedding day.

• Purchase the right 
undergarments. Improp-
erly fitting bras, shapewear 
and other undergarments 
can lead to discomfort as 
well. Some seamstresses 
can sew in supportive cups 
to remove the need for 
separate bras. Brides can 
explore various options to 
reduce the visibility of cer-
tain accoutrements.

• Move around in the 
gown. Brides should not 
just stand in front of the 
mirror and smile when 

trying on gowns. Put them 
through their paces. Try 
sitting, bending and even 
a little dancing. Make sure 
the dress is comfortable to 
move around in. 

• Try different options. 
The gown brides have 
in mind may not be the 
one they ultimately go 
home with. Explore differ-
ent styles and materials. 
Choose cooler, breezier 
fabrics and lightweight 
gowns, like crêpe, 
georgette or organza, for 
summer weddings. Heavier 
fabrics, such as brocade, 
may be more comfortable 
in the winter.

Selecting a comfortable wedding gown
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Wedding invitations 
do more than merely 
announce that a celebra-
tion is on the horizon. 
Invitations provide key 
information about the 
ceremony and festivities 
to follow. Many details, 
including the location, 
time and date of the wed-
ding, are spelled out on 
the wedding invitations. 
However, invitations can 
sometimes leave guests 
confused about the appro-
priate style of attire for the 
occasion. 

Even though wedding 
invitations rarely offer spe-
cific information regard-
ing attire, chances are the 
wording will provide clues 
that can help guests inter-
pret the desired dress code.

Casual
If the invitation men-

tions casual attire, it’s 
important to realize that 
everyday casual is differ-

ent from wedding casual. 
Jeans, shorts and tank tops 
are unacceptable unless 
otherwise noted. Err on the 
side of caution and go with 
business casual, which 
includes chinos, slacks, a 
polo shirt or button-down 
shirt for men. Women can 
wear a sundress or slacks 
or a skirt and an attractive 
blouse. If the invitation 
mentions beach casual, 
shorts and even sandals are 
likely acceptable.

semiformal
Semiformal dresswear, 

sometimes referred to as 
“dressy casual,” is a step 
up from casual clothing. 
Cocktail dresses or a more 
elegant skirt and top are 
the norms. Gentleman gen-
erally wear a suit and tie. 
Coordinate the colors of 
clothing to the time of day. 
Fabrics should represent 
the season. For example, a 
linen suit will not pass at a 

winter wedding.

formal
Formal attire is the 

default dress code for the 
majority of weddings. 
When the invitation does 
not specify a dress code, 
it is safe to assume formal 
attire is expected. Men 
can choose among a dark 
suit and tie or a tuxedo. 
Women can opt for a for-
mal cocktail-length dress, a 
classic suit or a long dress. 
Select among tones that 
are gray, black or brown.

BlaCk tie
Black tie events also 

require formal attire. Black 
tie typically goes hand-in-
hand with an evening wed-
ding. Black tie is more rigid 
for male guests, who should 
wear a tuxedo, black bow 
tie, cummerbund, and pat-
ent leather shoes. Women 
have a little more leeway 
with their attire at such 

gatherings. A long evening 
gown might be preferable. 
However, a chic cocktail 
dress also can be accept-
able, and darker, neutral 
colors are most appropri-
ate. Some invitations may 
reference “Black Tie Pre-
ferred.” While men may opt 
for a tuxedo, a black suit 
also can be worn.

White tie
The most formal of occa-

sions will request white 
tie attire. Ball gowns and 
tuxedoes with tails are the 
norm, as are dramatic jew-
elry and hairstyles. White 
tie attire is akin to what 
one might see worn to 
awards shows.

When attending a wed-
ding, it is always better 
to be overdressed than 
underdressed. Guests can 
consult with fellow guests 
or the bride and groom 
if they are unsure of the 
dress code.

6
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Determining wedding day dress codes
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1519 Pine Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 14301 • (716 ) 285- 4727 
Walk in’s welcome - appointments highly recommended!

Our boutique offers bridal gowns, bridesmaids dresses, 
mothers gowns and accessories. As well as, children’s 
dresses, prom gowns, communion and christening gowns. 
We guarantee a memorable experience and we truly feel 

honored to share in your special occasion.

BOUTIQUE HOURS: Sunday-Monday Closed 
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12pm -7pm 

Friday & Saturday 10am -3pm
748 Center St., Lewiston, NY • 716-754-7074

          Open Tuesday - Saturday • suesframeofmind.com

Create A Unique Look For 
Your Sweet Heart Memories

ue’sS Frame of Mind

748 Center St., Lewiston, NY • 716-754-7074

Custom Picture 
Framing For All Your 

Cherished Images

Let Sue 
Help You Make 

The Perfect Choice
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White diamonds have 
been the traditional 
engagement ring stones for 
decades. While shoppers 
have experimented with 
gold, silver, platinum, and 
other precious metals for 
ring bands, the star of the 
show has long been that 
twinkling, pristine dia-
mond. 

Even though diamonds 
may be a “girl’s best 
friend,” they may not fit 
every woman’s style, par-
ticularly the bride who 
likes to buck tradition 
and think outside the box. 
According to Money maga-
zine, the average engage-
ment  ring costs more than 
$5,800. In addition to being 
one of the most expen-
sive gemstones, diamonds 
have become quite com-
monplace. Some women 
even eschew diamonds for 
moral reasons. 

Whatever the driving 
force behind shopping for 
alternative gems, women 
who want to set them-
selves apart from others 
— and men who want to 
“wow” their significant 
others with unique and 

eye-catching rings — may 
opt for other dazzling 
stones.

• Mois-
sanite: This 
crystal natu-
rally occurs 
in meteorites 
and is nearly 
as hard, 
dense and 
scuff-resistant 
as a diamond. 
Some feel moissanite 
offers more brilliance and 
fire than diamonds. Mois-
sanite is a white-colored 
stone, so it can mimic the 
look of a diamond. And 
since it can be made in the 
laboratory at a fraction of

 
the cost of 
even lab made diamonds, 
it’s a frugal option. A 
nearly flawless one-carat 

moissanite gem can cost 
less than $1,000. 

• Lemon quartz: This is 
the trade name for a lem-
on-yellow stone that is a 
variety of color-enhanced 
transparent quartz. Quartz 
is turned into this sunny 
hue through an artificial 

gamma ray 
irradiation 
process. Like 
other quartz 
gemstones, 
lemon 

quartz 

is 
consid-

ered to be 
very durable and is there-
fore suitable for all types 
of jewelry.

• Sapphire: Sapphires 
tend to be blue stones (of 

varying intensity), 
but they also come 

in peach, pink, 
yellow, green, 
and white. Sap-
phire may not 
sparkle as much 
as a diamond or 
even moissanite. 

However, with 
the right cut, it can 

be hard to distinguish 
any lack of luster. Sap-
phires are the third hard-
est mineral, and at about 
one-third the price of dia-
monds, they make an ideal 
diamond substitute.

• Morganite: According 

to the blog Bridal Musings, 
morganite is currently 
one of the most popular 
choices for engagement 
rings. Its pretty pink hue 
is romantic and feminine. 
It also sits at around the 
same hardness as sap-
phires, ensuring the rings 
will endure.

Vividly cut rubies, emer-
alds and tanzanite — all 
gems that are rarer yet less 
expensive than diamonds 
— can make beautiful 
engagement rings. Some 
couples also may opt for 
rings without gemstones, 
such as traditional Clad-
dagh or “true lover’s knot” 
rings to signify their union.

Stunning engagement ring alternatives
Couples who choose to 

write their own wedding 
vows recognize how spe-
cial such personal gestures 
are. Writing one’s own 
vows can impart a person-
alized and special touch to 
the ceremony. But as any-
one who has stared down 
a blank piece of paper or 
blinking cursor can attest, 
a case of writer’s block 
may encourage couples to 
abandon the idea of writ-
ing their own vows.

Writing vows can be 
nerve-wracking. Many 
couples are unaccustomed 
to speaking in front of 
crowds, and then there is 
the challenge of turning 
life-altering feelings into 
language that will appeal 
to the masses. 

But couples struggling 
with their vows need not 
throw in the vow-writing 
towel. With some practice 
and guidance, anyone can 
write cherished vows that 
will be remembered for 
all of the right reasons for 
years to come.

• Skip the schtick. 
Jokes may pop up in 

speeches throughout the 
evening, but wedding vows 
can be your chance to 
truly speak from the heart. 
Humor may come across 
as insincerity. Rather, list 
the words that describe 
your feelings for your 
future spouse, and build 
on that. 

• Tell a story. If you 
need inspiration, look to a 
moment in your relation-
ship when you really knew 
this was the person with 
whom you wanted to share 
your life. Relay the story, 
but keep it brief. Try to 
be as specific as possible, 
and recognize that it’s 

acceptable to be playful 
with your words. When 
it’s really coming from the 
heart and not the head, 
you’ll know it.

• Borrow from tradi-
tional words. Take tra-
ditional vows and tweak 
them to make them your 
own. This works especially 
well for those who have 
trouble getting started or 
are unsure of which format 
to follow. Incorporate key 
words, such as “partners,” 
“love,” “friends,” “joy,” and 
“forever.”

• Be sure the officiant 
is on board. Depending on 
the type of ceremony, the 

officiant may have final say 
over what can or cannot 
be included in your vows. 
Religious ceremonies, for 
example, may be limited 
to certain scripture read-
ings and traditional vows. 
Before you devote any time 
to writing vows, ensure 
that it’s alright to include 
them. Otherwise, save per-
sonalized sentiments for 
a special toast at the wed-
ding reception.

• Decide on a mutual 
structure for the vows. If 
you and your spouse will 
not be writing the vows 
together, agree on a format 
that you both will follow. 
Otherwise, you might be 
writing about your unend-
ing love, and he or she may 
be promising to keep updat-
ed on favorite sports teams 
or television programs. You 
want the tone and style of 
the vows to be cohesive.

• Dig deeper. Look into 
the future and project how 
you hope your life to be in 
10 or 20 years. Explain all 
of the reasons you want to 
be together for the dura-
tion.

• Read the vows sev-
eral times. Read over your 
work and make sure the 
language is clear and there 
are no glaring errors. It 
may take a few versions to 
get the final version right 
where you want it.

• Get a second opinion. 

Ask someone you trust to 
listen to the vows and offer 
feedback. This needs to be 
a person who will be hon-
est and not just tell you 
what you want to hear.

Personalized vows can 
add an extra special touch 
to wedding ceremonies.

Treat guests to personalized vows
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Parish Hall, capacity 268

Call 433-3707 ext. 403
or visit: AllSaintsLockport.org

Member, Buffalo Bridal Association

Picture your wedding at
All Saints Parish

76 Church St, Lockport

Lebanese & American-Italian Cuisine 
755 WEST MARKET NIAGARA FALLS, NY 

(Inside City Market)
WWW.755WESTMARKET.COM • (716) 205-8969 

Closed Mondays • Tues, Wed, Thurs 11am-2pm/5-9pm 
Fri 11am-2pm/4-10pm • Sat 11am-2pm/5-10pm • Sun 11am-2pm/5-8pm

100-Person Banquet Hall • 35-Person Meeting Room
Catering Packages On & Off-Site • Beer & Wine Bar

Great for the DIY Bride!
“Call for a Consultation”

Find us on  
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Serving Niagara
& Erie CountiesCall for Details

Linen Rentals
• Weddings
• Showers

• Graduations

“We Rent 
   Chair Covers!”

All sizes of Tablecloths, 
chair covers and napkins available.

No minimum - from 1-1,000!

Event Set Up & Removal

Style. Sophistication.
Elegance.

Now Offering 
Professionally Done

282-7971

Chair Covers
$2500  Off

Any Wedding Order Up To 100 Chairs

$5000  Off
Any Wedding Order Over 200 Chairs
Expires 12/31/17. New Orders Only. 

Must be booked before 12/31/17.

CAPITOL COUPON

Gown 
Preservation

Expires 12/31/17. 
Valid on Incoming Orders Only.

$2500  Off

CAPITOL COUPON

Personal • Professional
Experienced

Entertaining WNY Since 1980!

It’s YOUR Event... 
    Make it unique with   
  so eone you can trust!  so eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!

• weddings • Dances
• corporate events
• any ccasion•• aaaaaaaany ny ccasionccasionccasion

716.297.4413
www.DJtheDeeJay.com

YOU’LL LOVE THE

PARTY BUS
EXPERIENCE!!!

PARTY BUS10% Off
Either Service When You Book 

Your Wedding With Us! EXPERIENCE!!!Your Wedding With Us!

Misty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty Thunder
Stretch Limos, Sedans, 
SUV’s, Buses & Vans

FamilY OWNEd & OpEratEd SiNcE 1989

24 Hr.Prompt Service
7 Days a Week!

716.628.3828
www.MistyThunderLimo.com

V58609 DJ the Dee Jay.indd   1 12/23/14   4:51 PM

Monday - Friday 11am - 8pm  
Sat 10 am - 6 pm 
Sun Noon - 6 pm  

 
Alfred Angelo designs and 

sells a wide selection of bridal, 
bridesmaids, flower girl and 
mother-of-the-bride dresses 

for your wedding. Dresses are 
available in 62 colors, from 

size 0 to plus sizes.

1010 Niagara Falls Blvd, Tonawanda, NY 14150 
(716) 243-7028

alfredangelo.com
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Bridal gowns and tux-
edos may get their fair 
share of attention at wed-
dings, but the subtle details 
of brides’ and grooms’ 
wedding attire also garner 
guests’ attention. 

Breathtaking jewelry 
worn by the bride, groom 
and members of the bridal 
party looks great on the 
day of the wedding and in 
photos couples will keep for 
decades to come. Naturally, 
engagement rings and bridal 
bands are the shining stars 
of the celebration. However, 
other pieces of jewelry also 
make for cherished acces-
sories for weddings.

Bridal jewelry is an 
investment worth main-
taining. According to a 
2013 report by the Jewel-
ers of America, couples 
spend an average of $4,000 
on engagement rings and 
more money on wedding 

bands. Considering several 
thousands of dollars may 
adorn the necks, fingers, 
ears, and wrists of bridal 
party members, individuals 
should learn how to keep 
their jewelry investments 
looking pristine.

REMOVE JEWELRY 
DURING HARD WORK

Exercise caution when 
wearing jewelry during 
strenuous activities or 
when jewelry can be dam-
aged. Also, watch when 
handling slippery sub-
stances such as soaps and 
oils, as jewelry may fall off 
and become lost. Instead, 
remove precious jewelry 
and store it in a safe loca-
tion, such as in a jewelry 
chest or a drawer. 

USE CAUTION WITH 
BEAUTY PRODUCTS

Apply lotion, cosmetics, 

perfume, cologne, and 
hairspray before putting on 
jewelry. These substances 

can discolor certain 
metals or even damage 

stones. Prolonged contact 
with perspiration and 

bodily oils also can cause 
discoloration over time. 

Gently wipe down jewelry 
with a soft cloth after 

wearing it to remove oils 
and sweat. BE CAREFUL 

AROUND SWIMMING 
POOLS, SPAS

Couples should remove 
jewelry before partaking in 
water-based activities on 
their honeymoons. Accord-
ing to jewelry retailer Zales, 
chlorinated water can react 
with the metals found 
in jewelry, causing color 
changes and even structural 
changes. Don’t risk jewelry 
falling off in the ocean. 
Store it in a secure location 

before diving in.

BEWARE THE SUN, TOO
The Gemological Insti-

tute of America, Inc. states 
that sunlight can affect 
the durability and color of 
colored gemstones. Over 
time and in excess, the sun 
and heat can fade or dam-
age some stones, such as 
amethyst, topaz and pearls. 
Other stones can darken 
with exposure to the sun.

INSPECT AND KNOW 
YOUR JEWELRY

Routinely inspect jew-
elry to test for any struc-
tural issues that can result 
in breakage or lost stones. 
Make sure any suspected 
problems are repaired 
promptly.

Ensure jewelry will last 
for years to come. Exercise 
caution when wearing 
pieces and clean and care 

for them properly.

CLEAN JEWELRY 
WITH CARE

Rely on mild detergents 
and a light touch when 
cleaning jewelry. Use prod-

ucts specifically designed 
for jewelry care, and read 
labels to ensure safety. The 
International Gemologi-
cal Institute says seriously 
soiled jewelry should be 
professionally cleaned. 
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Marriage is the time to combine his & her 
auto & home insurance policies for multiple 

discounts that you are not receiving as 
single & separate policies. Very often 

overlooked!
Janelle Hansen
Property Casualty Specialist 

MetLife Auto & Home® 

Tel (716) 775-8031
Cell (716) 609-0476
Fax (716) 775-8029
jhansen@metlife.com 

*Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 200 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10166. Metlife Auto & Home is a brand of  
Metropolitan Property and Casualty Insurance Company and its Affiliates, Warwick RI.

Janelle Hansen
Property Casualty Specialist 

Just
Married

The charm of historic Lewiston & our view of the Niagara 
River provide a stunning back-drop for your special day.

OFFERING WEDDING CELEBRATIONS, GUEST ACCOMMODATIONS & SPA SERVICES 
100 Center Street, Lewiston, NY 14092 | 716.754.9070 | niagaracrossinghotelandspa.com

Niagara Crossing 
Hotel & Spa
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Professional DJ Services 
Photo Booth, Up Lighting 

www.ultimateeventofwny.com 
email: info@ultimateeventofwny.com 

“Celebrating Special Moments in Your Life”

Let us pamper your party!
Call for your 
customizable 

Bridal Packages!
♦ Updo’s

♦  Make-up 
  (Airbrushed or Traditional)

♦  Spa Manicures or 
   Pedicures Available

6312 Robinson Rd. 
Lockport • 716-433-3331

Custom cookies make a unique 
and memorable favor 

for any event.

5714 S. Transit Rd. Lockport, NY
(716) 438-7452 

http://www.facebook.com/tatercakeswny

Also ask about our dessert menu!
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Weddings are special moments 
for couples and the guests they 
invite to share their happiness 
on their big days. Beautiful wed-
dings require substantial plan-
ning, as every last detail must be 
considered for couples to enjoy 
the wedding of their dreams. 

Flowers play a big role in 
many weddings, and couples can 
add beauty and ambiance to the 
event by using floral arrange-
ments in various ways. Modern 
floral arrangements are stunning, 
and many couples may not know 
that herbs, spices and flowers 
have been used in weddings for 
centuries. 

Today, flowers are used to 
decorate wedding venues, impart 
sweet fragrances and comple-
ment formal attire, but in ancient 
times they were used differently. 
Flowers were used to bestow 
good luck on the couple and keep 
bad omens away. Brides carried 
aromatic flowers and spices to 
keep evil spirits from spoiling 
the festivities, and some even 
tucked bulbs of garlic into their 
bouquets. In ancient Greece 
and Rome, both the bride and 
groom wore garlands made out 
of strong-smelling herbs flow-
ers around their necks or heads. 

These wreaths were considered 
gifts of nature, and thus extreme-
ly appropriate for a wedding. Tra-
ditionally, bridesmaids would be 
responsible for fashioning these 
floral components. In ancient 
Sweden, young girls would carry 
small bouquets of fragrant herbs 
down the aisle and the groom 
would put thyme in his pocket. 
These aromatics were thought to 
help keep trolls at bay.

Besides warding off spirits 
or hungry trolls, flowers also 
served more practical purposes 
throughout history. During the 
Middle Ages, people bathed 
less frequently than they do 
today. Bathing might only have 
occurred twice a year, once dur-
ing summer and then again at 
Christmastime. Because many 
weddings took place in the 
spring, flowers were used to 

mask bodily odors. Not only 
were flowers and herbs carried, 
but they also would be sewn into 
clothing. 

Modern brides and grooms 
may no longer see their wedding 
days as times for opportunis-
tic evil spirits. But that doesn’t 
mean that couples cannot bor-
row from ancient traditions and 
incorporate flowers into their 
weddings in various ways.

• Wreaths and garlands: 
Ask the florist to weave small 
flower buds, berries and vines 
to a headband, wreath or piece 
of twine so that the bride and 
groom can wear these flowers 
in the way they were worn by 
ancient Greeks and Romans. 
When coupled with Grecian-
styled wedding gowns, brides 
can look like beautiful goddesses 
on their wedding days.

• Fragrant favors: Tuck dried 
rose petals and other fragrant 
flowers into sachets that are 
embroidered with the wedding 
date and couple’s names. Guests 
can use these sachets to keep 
clothings smelling fresh in draw-
ers or as subtle air fresheners 
around the house.

• Edible flowers: Ask the 
caterer to make meals flower-
friendly by including some 
edible blooms in the salad or as a 
garnish on meals.

• Raining petals: In lieu of 
bubbles or birdseed, guests can 
shower the newlyweds with rose 
petals after the ceremony. 

• Memorial: Some couples 
like to honor departed family 
members. Floral arrangements 
with small placards can make for 
fitting memorials.

Incorporate flowers in various ways
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447-449 Main St., Medina
(585) 798-1033

Hours: M-W 10-5, Th & F 10-7, Sat 10-5
www.blissettsbridal.com

Blissett’s Specialty Shop

Bridal Gowns,
Bridesmaids,

Mothers,
Flower Girls, 
All Occasions
& Accessories

Blissett’s Specialty Shop
Exclusive Designers

Prom 
2017 Gowns  

Arriving 
Daily!

DG Weddings
www.DestinyGardens.com

1-888-658-6766

Event Decorations & Set Up
Custom Wedding Backdrops & Canopies
Head Table - Cake Table- Dessert Table

Decor & Designs
Custom Card Boxes & variety of 

Rental Terms

Event Decorations & Set Up
Custom Wedding Backdrops & Canopies
Head Table - Cake Table- Dessert Table

Decor & Designs
Custom Card Boxes & variety of 

Rental Terms

George Anthony’s Studio Inc.
2185 Niagara Falls Blvd.

Amherst N.Y. 14228
716-440-9493

georgeanthonystudio@gmail.com

*Wedding Show Specials*
Package 1

1 Photographer & 1 Videographer or Just 2 Photographers
• Bride & groom house, ceremony , parks & reception .
• Receive a 20 page 12x12 wedding album .
• Engagement session.

$2,499.00
Package 2

Two Photographers and One Videographer
• Full day coverage at bride & grooms house, ceremony, parks and reception.
• Receive 1 fully edited wedding video ; including highlight video and photos installed on flash 

drive and tablet: yours to keep.
• A 12x 12 20 page wedding album.
• Engagement session.

$2,999.00
Package 3

Two Photography, One Videographer, DJ & Photo Booth
• Bride & Grooms house, Ceremony, Parks & Reception.
• Two Wedding Photographers & One Videographer.
• One Flash drive with all photos edited and installed copyright free.
• Engagement session photos only in local area of your choice.
• A 20 page 12x12 wedding album.
• Wedding video fully edited with highlight version installed on flash drive and tablet yours to keep.
• DJ services with two DJ's, our activated dance floor lighting and customized Photo Booth .

$4,399.00
Individual Pricing

1 Photographer -1299.00 (full day)
1 Videographer -1299.00  (full day)
D.J. -900.00  (6 hours)
Photo Booth  -640.00 (4 hours includes attendant)

***Wedding show specials available until January 20, 2017***
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We Have Some Great Ideas 
For Your Bridal Shower, 

Rehearsal Dinner, 
or Wedding Tables!

* Cookie Trays With Your Favorite
“Homemade” Cookies

* Cookie Favors Personalized
For Your Special Day!

For Something Different —
Try Our Unique

Cupcake Arrangements
Custom Made For All Your Special Occasions

(585) 798-1676

Visit our website www.caseniccookies.com to see 
samples of our work and to get ideas for your special day!

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 5pm; Sat. 9am - 1pm

439 Main St., Medina, NY 14103

Town and Country Club

717 East Avenue
Lockport, New York 14094

(716) 433-5969
Cell: 748-5479
Fax: 433-5960

melissa@lockportcc.com

Director of Marketing & Member Relations
Melissa Miller

61 Keil Street, N. Tonawanda • 716-875-3278

Jennifer Baker
61 Keil Street, N. Tonawanda • 716-875-327861 Keil Street, N. Tonawanda • 716-875-3278

GoldenFleece@yahoo.com
GoldenFleeceTailorShop.com

Bridal Alterations
Brides, Grooms, Attendants and Family

Alterations • Custom Sewing • Leather

NIAGARA COUNTY’S BRIDAL SHOWCASE Thursday, January 12, 2017  11

1. Registration
2. MetLife
3. Fichte Eye Center
4. Alfred Angelo
5. Lockport Town & Country Club
6. Realty USA
7. Monroe’s Place
8. American Commodore Tuxedo
9. D Salon
10. Mills Jewelers
11. LaPatiessere - NCCC
12. Merani Hotel Group
13. KJF Creative Studio

14. George Anthony Studio
15. Merle Norman
16. Victoria’s Bridal Shoppe
17. Zoladz Executive Transportation
18. Village Bake Shoppe
19. Quality Inn
20. Niagara’s First Impressions
21. Mug & Musket
22. Waterstreet Landing
23. Destiny Garden Weddings
24. Golden Fleece Tailor Shop
25. Not 2 Shabby
26. DJ the Dee Jay/Misty Thunder 
      Limousine

27. Canvas Crashers
28. Pane’s Catering
29. Tater Cakes
30. Tattler’s Lane
31. All Saints Parish
32. Sue’s Frame of Mind
33. Barton Hill Hotel & Spa
34. Blissett’s Specialty Shop
35. Hahn’s Pallister House Florists
36. 80 Main Banquet & Catering
37. Lockport Inn & Suites
38. Ultimate Events Professional
      DJ Services

SHOWCASE PARTICIPANTS
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Bridal gowns and tux-
edos may get their fair 
share of attention at wed-
dings, but the subtle details 
of brides’ and grooms’ 
wedding attire also garner 
guests’ attention. 

Breathtaking jewelry 
worn by the bride, groom 
and members of the bridal 
party looks great on the 
day of the wedding and in 
photos couples will keep for 
decades to come. Naturally, 
engagement rings and bridal 
bands are the shining stars 
of the celebration. However, 
other pieces of jewelry also 
make for cherished acces-
sories for weddings.

Bridal jewelry is an 
investment worth main-
taining. According to a 
2013 report by the Jewel-
ers of America, couples 
spend an average of $4,000 
on engagement rings and 
more money on wedding 

bands. Considering several 
thousands of dollars may 
adorn the necks, fingers, 
ears, and wrists of bridal 
party members, individuals 
should learn how to keep 
their jewelry investments 
looking pristine.

REMOVE JEWELRY 
DURING HARD WORK

Exercise caution when 
wearing jewelry during 
strenuous activities or 
when jewelry can be dam-
aged. Also, watch when 
handling slippery sub-
stances such as soaps and 
oils, as jewelry may fall off 
and become lost. Instead, 
remove precious jewelry 
and store it in a safe loca-
tion, such as in a jewelry 
chest or a drawer. 

USE CAUTION WITH 
BEAUTY PRODUCTS

Apply lotion, cosmetics, 

perfume, cologne, and 
hairspray before putting on 
jewelry. These substances 

can discolor certain 
metals or even damage 

stones. Prolonged contact 
with perspiration and 

bodily oils also can cause 
discoloration over time. 

Gently wipe down jewelry 
with a soft cloth after 

wearing it to remove oils 
and sweat. BE CAREFUL 

AROUND SWIMMING 
POOLS, SPAS

Couples should remove 
jewelry before partaking in 
water-based activities on 
their honeymoons. Accord-
ing to jewelry retailer Zales, 
chlorinated water can react 
with the metals found 
in jewelry, causing color 
changes and even structural 
changes. Don’t risk jewelry 
falling off in the ocean. 
Store it in a secure location 

before diving in.

BEWARE THE SUN, TOO
The Gemological Insti-

tute of America, Inc. states 
that sunlight can affect 
the durability and color of 
colored gemstones. Over 
time and in excess, the sun 
and heat can fade or dam-
age some stones, such as 
amethyst, topaz and pearls. 
Other stones can darken 
with exposure to the sun.

INSPECT AND KNOW 
YOUR JEWELRY

Routinely inspect jew-
elry to test for any struc-
tural issues that can result 
in breakage or lost stones. 
Make sure any suspected 
problems are repaired 
promptly.

Ensure jewelry will last 
for years to come. Exercise 
caution when wearing 
pieces and clean and care 

for them properly.

CLEAN JEWELRY 
WITH CARE

Rely on mild detergents 
and a light touch when 
cleaning jewelry. Use prod-

ucts specifically designed 
for jewelry care, and read 
labels to ensure safety. The 
International Gemologi-
cal Institute says seriously 
soiled jewelry should be 
professionally cleaned. 
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Marriage is the time to combine his & her 
auto & home insurance policies for multiple 

discounts that you are not receiving as 
single & separate policies. Very often 

overlooked!
Janelle Hansen
Property Casualty Specialist 

MetLife Auto & Home® 

Tel (716) 775-8031
Cell (716) 609-0476
Fax (716) 775-8029
jhansen@metlife.com 

*Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 200 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10166. Metlife Auto & Home is a brand of  
Metropolitan Property and Casualty Insurance Company and its Affiliates, Warwick RI.

Janelle Hansen
Property Casualty Specialist 

Just
Married

The charm of historic Lewiston & our view of the Niagara 
River provide a stunning back-drop for your special day.

OFFERING WEDDING CELEBRATIONS, GUEST ACCOMMODATIONS & SPA SERVICES 
100 Center Street, Lewiston, NY 14092 | 716.754.9070 | niagaracrossinghotelandspa.com

Niagara Crossing 
Hotel & Spa
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Serving Niagara
& Erie CountiesCall for Details

Linen Rentals
• Weddings
• Showers

• Graduations

“We Rent 
   Chair Covers!”

All sizes of Tablecloths, 
chair covers and napkins available.

No minimum - from 1-1,000!

Event Set Up & Removal

Style. Sophistication.
Elegance.

Now Offering 
Professionally Done

282-7971

Chair Covers
$2500  Off

Any Wedding Order Up To 100 Chairs

$5000  Off
Any Wedding Order Over 200 Chairs
Expires 12/31/17. New Orders Only. 

Must be booked before 12/31/17.

CAPITOL COUPON

Gown 
Preservation

Expires 12/31/17. 
Valid on Incoming Orders Only.

$2500  Off

CAPITOL COUPON

Personal • Professional
Experienced

Entertaining WNY Since 1980!

It’s YOUR Event... 
    Make it unique with   
  so eone you can trust!  so eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!eone you can trust!

• weddings • Dances
• corporate events
• any ccasion•• aaaaaaaany ny ccasionccasionccasion

716.297.4413
www.DJtheDeeJay.com

YOU’LL LOVE THE

PARTY BUS
EXPERIENCE!!!

PARTY BUS10% Off
Either Service When You Book 

Your Wedding With Us! EXPERIENCE!!!Your Wedding With Us!

Misty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty ThunderMisty Thunder
Stretch Limos, Sedans, 
SUV’s, Buses & Vans

FamilY OWNEd & OpEratEd SiNcE 1989

24 Hr.Prompt Service
7 Days a Week!

716.628.3828
www.MistyThunderLimo.com

V58609 DJ the Dee Jay.indd   1 12/23/14   4:51 PM

Monday - Friday 11am - 8pm  
Sat 10 am - 6 pm 
Sun Noon - 6 pm  

 
Alfred Angelo designs and 

sells a wide selection of bridal, 
bridesmaids, flower girl and 
mother-of-the-bride dresses 

for your wedding. Dresses are 
available in 62 colors, from 

size 0 to plus sizes.

1010 Niagara Falls Blvd, Tonawanda, NY 14150 
(716) 243-7028

alfredangelo.com
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Custom design 
your wedding ring 
to fit perfectly and 
compliment your 
engagement ring 
for a lifetime together.

Your Engagement Ring
Deserves the Perfect Match

51 Main Street | Lockport, NY 14094 | www.millsjewelers.com | (716) 433-6456

Niagara’s First Impressions
16 Market St. Lockport, NY 14094

716-433-2629
Hours: Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-2

Closed Wed and Sunday

available at

The Latest Styles From:

Why leave town when everything you need is right here!

Tuxedo Packages
(Including shoes)

Starting at $9995

(Exclusively available in Lockport)

Wedding Suits
Rent for only $99 or
Purchase for $15995

Variety of colors available
(Platinum, Tan, Charcoal or Black)

FREE
GROOM

with 5 paid 
tuxes

For the more casual affair...

Mention this ad for a 
FREE Ring Bearer Tux!

Make Your Special Day Even More Memorable!

• Honeymoon In Our Luxury Suites
• Accomodate Out Of Town Guests
• Fireplace & Jacuzzi Suites
• Outdoor Swimming Pool

• Family Type Atmosphere
• Friendly Service

• Reasonable Rates
• Visit Us On-line

Phone (716)434-5595
Toll Free Reservations (877)465-4100

www.LockportInnandSuites.com

315 S. Transit St • Lockport, NY 14094

Lockport Inn & SuitesLockport Inn & SuitesLockport Inn & Suites
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1968”
Welcome Home to Hospitality

Welcome To � e
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1519 Pine Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 14301 • (716 ) 285- 4727 
Walk in’s welcome - appointments highly recommended!

Our boutique offers bridal gowns, bridesmaids dresses, 
mothers gowns and accessories. As well as, children’s 
dresses, prom gowns, communion and christening gowns. 
We guarantee a memorable experience and we truly feel 

honored to share in your special occasion.

BOUTIQUE HOURS: Sunday-Monday Closed 
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12pm -7pm 

Friday & Saturday 10am -3pm
748 Center St., Lewiston, NY • 716-754-7074

          Open Tuesday - Saturday • suesframeofmind.com

Create A Unique Look For 
Your Sweet Heart Memories

ue’sS Frame of Mind

748 Center St., Lewiston, NY • 716-754-7074

Custom Picture 
Framing For All Your 

Cherished Images

Let Sue 
Help You Make 

The Perfect Choice
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White diamonds have 
been the traditional 
engagement ring stones for 
decades. While shoppers 
have experimented with 
gold, silver, platinum, and 
other precious metals for 
ring bands, the star of the 
show has long been that 
twinkling, pristine dia-
mond. 

Even though diamonds 
may be a “girl’s best 
friend,” they may not fit 
every woman’s style, par-
ticularly the bride who 
likes to buck tradition 
and think outside the box. 
According to Money maga-
zine, the average engage-
ment  ring costs more than 
$5,800. In addition to being 
one of the most expen-
sive gemstones, diamonds 
have become quite com-
monplace. Some women 
even eschew diamonds for 
moral reasons. 

Whatever the driving 
force behind shopping for 
alternative gems, women 
who want to set them-
selves apart from others 
— and men who want to 
“wow” their significant 
others with unique and 

eye-catching rings — may 
opt for other dazzling 
stones.

• Mois-
sanite: This 
crystal natu-
rally occurs 
in meteorites 
and is nearly 
as hard, 
dense and 
scuff-resistant 
as a diamond. 
Some feel moissanite 
offers more brilliance and 
fire than diamonds. Mois-
sanite is a white-colored 
stone, so it can mimic the 
look of a diamond. And 
since it can be made in the 
laboratory at a fraction of

 
the cost of 
even lab made diamonds, 
it’s a frugal option. A 
nearly flawless one-carat 

moissanite gem can cost 
less than $1,000. 

• Lemon quartz: This is 
the trade name for a lem-
on-yellow stone that is a 
variety of color-enhanced 
transparent quartz. Quartz 
is turned into this sunny 
hue through an artificial 

gamma ray 
irradiation 
process. Like 
other quartz 
gemstones, 
lemon 

quartz 

is 
consid-

ered to be 
very durable and is there-
fore suitable for all types 
of jewelry.

• Sapphire: Sapphires 
tend to be blue stones (of 

varying intensity), 
but they also come 

in peach, pink, 
yellow, green, 
and white. Sap-
phire may not 
sparkle as much 
as a diamond or 
even moissanite. 

However, with 
the right cut, it can 

be hard to distinguish 
any lack of luster. Sap-
phires are the third hard-
est mineral, and at about 
one-third the price of dia-
monds, they make an ideal 
diamond substitute.

• Morganite: According 

to the blog Bridal Musings, 
morganite is currently 
one of the most popular 
choices for engagement 
rings. Its pretty pink hue 
is romantic and feminine. 
It also sits at around the 
same hardness as sap-
phires, ensuring the rings 
will endure.

Vividly cut rubies, emer-
alds and tanzanite — all 
gems that are rarer yet less 
expensive than diamonds 
— can make beautiful 
engagement rings. Some 
couples also may opt for 
rings without gemstones, 
such as traditional Clad-
dagh or “true lover’s knot” 
rings to signify their union.

Stunning engagement ring alternatives
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Wedding invitations 
do more than merely 
announce that a celebra-
tion is on the horizon. 
Invitations provide key 
information about the 
ceremony and festivities 
to follow. Many details, 
including the location, 
time and date of the wed-
ding, are spelled out on 
the wedding invitations. 
However, invitations can 
sometimes leave guests 
confused about the appro-
priate style of attire for the 
occasion. 

Even though wedding 
invitations rarely offer spe-
cific information regard-
ing attire, chances are the 
wording will provide clues 
that can help guests inter-
pret the desired dress code.

Casual
If the invitation men-

tions casual attire, it’s 
important to realize that 
everyday casual is differ-

ent from wedding casual. 
Jeans, shorts and tank tops 
are unacceptable unless 
otherwise noted. Err on the 
side of caution and go with 
business casual, which 
includes chinos, slacks, a 
polo shirt or button-down 
shirt for men. Women can 
wear a sundress or slacks 
or a skirt and an attractive 
blouse. If the invitation 
mentions beach casual, 
shorts and even sandals are 
likely acceptable.

semiformal
Semiformal dresswear, 

sometimes referred to as 
“dressy casual,” is a step 
up from casual clothing. 
Cocktail dresses or a more 
elegant skirt and top are 
the norms. Gentleman gen-
erally wear a suit and tie. 
Coordinate the colors of 
clothing to the time of day. 
Fabrics should represent 
the season. For example, a 
linen suit will not pass at a 

winter wedding.

formal
Formal attire is the 

default dress code for the 
majority of weddings. 
When the invitation does 
not specify a dress code, 
it is safe to assume formal 
attire is expected. Men 
can choose among a dark 
suit and tie or a tuxedo. 
Women can opt for a for-
mal cocktail-length dress, a 
classic suit or a long dress. 
Select among tones that 
are gray, black or brown.

BlaCk tie
Black tie events also 

require formal attire. Black 
tie typically goes hand-in-
hand with an evening wed-
ding. Black tie is more rigid 
for male guests, who should 
wear a tuxedo, black bow 
tie, cummerbund, and pat-
ent leather shoes. Women 
have a little more leeway 
with their attire at such 

gatherings. A long evening 
gown might be preferable. 
However, a chic cocktail 
dress also can be accept-
able, and darker, neutral 
colors are most appropri-
ate. Some invitations may 
reference “Black Tie Pre-
ferred.” While men may opt 
for a tuxedo, a black suit 
also can be worn.

White tie
The most formal of occa-

sions will request white 
tie attire. Ball gowns and 
tuxedoes with tails are the 
norm, as are dramatic jew-
elry and hairstyles. White 
tie attire is akin to what 
one might see worn to 
awards shows.

When attending a wed-
ding, it is always better 
to be overdressed than 
underdressed. Guests can 
consult with fellow guests 
or the bride and groom 
if they are unsure of the 
dress code.

6
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Determining wedding day dress codes
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Popular movies and 
televisions shows give the 
impression that the job of 
the father of the bride in 
a wedding is ultimately 
about making sure the 
festivities are adequately 
funded. In the movies, 
fathers fret about the costs 
of everything from flowers 
to photos. 

But gone are the days 
when the father of the 
bride bankrolls his daugh-
ter’s entire wedding. The 
Knot’s “2014 Real Wedding 
Survey” reported that, on 
average, the bride’s parents 
contribute 43 percent of 
the total cost of a wedding; 
the bride and groom con-
tribute another 43 percent; 
the groom’s parents spend 
12 percent; the remaining 
2 percent of the budget is 
paid for by family mem-
bers or friends. That frees 
up Dad for other roles in 
wedding planning. With 
some creativity, couples 
can find ways to incorpo-
rate the father of the bride 
into the festivities in even 
more productive ways.

• Wedding sites: Assign 
dear old dad the important 
task of looking at potential 
wedding reception sites 
prior to visiting them your-
self. He may have certain 
connections through work 

or attended business or 
leisure occasions at cater-
ing halls and other venues. 
Dad’s connections can 
pay off. Let him impart 
his negotiating skills and 
find the best deals with 
the ideal backdrop for the 
festivities.

• Wardrobe: Let your 
father assist the best man 
and other groomsmen in 
securing their tuxedos or 
other wardrobe essentials. 
Dad also can step in and 
return rented items follow-
ing the wedding.

• Beverages: Dad may 

be fitting to keep tabs on 
what is occurring at the 
bar during the reception, 
ensuring that guests’ needs 
are being met. He also can 
keep an eagle eye trained 
on anyone who may have 
overindulged and needs to 
take a break.

• Speech: Give your 
father an opportunity to 
shine by letting him make 
a speech. Remember, this 
is a momentous day for 
Dad as well, as he may be 
trying to come to terms 
with his daughter starting 
a new life.

• Father-daughter 
song: Let Dad pick father-
daughter song, and go with 
his choice even if you had 
something else in mind.

• Ceremony: Even if 
you prefer a less traditional 
wedding ceremony, let 
your father walk you down 
the aisle. This will likely be 
a moment he’ll remember 
for years to come.

Expand the father of the 
bride’s role in the wedding 
by assigning him tasks 
where he can put his style, 
experience and excitement 
to good use.

Different roles for the father of the bride

Weddings celebrate the 
unions of happy couples 
ready to pledge their lives 
to each other. In theory, 
the wedding day spotlight 
should be shared equally 
by brides and grooms. But 
brides often eclipse their 
grooms, as guests are 
drawn to stunning bridal 
gowns. 

Though grooms might 
play second fiddle for 
much of their wedding 
days, there is one moment 
when all eyes are on the 
groom and a special lady 
in his life. The mother/
son dance is a wed-
ding tradition that many 
grooms embrace as their 
opportunity to show their 
mothers how much they 
love and appreciate them. 
The mother/son dance is 
an ideal time to create a 
special moment, and the 
following are some tips to 
personalize the dance.

• Precede the bride and 
her father. Make your 
own tradition and switch 
up the timing of the danc-
es. Be the first to take a 
spin on the dance floor 
and set the tone for the 
other traditional songs to 
come.

• Create a photo 
montage. Work with an 
entertainment company 
or photographer to cre-
ate a slideshow of images 
showing you and your 
mother together and 
separately. If possible, 
include some photos 

that were shot during 
the wedding ceremony, 
asking the photographer 
to capture the look on 
your mother’s face during 
pivotal moments of the 
ceremony.

• Show off your dance 
skills. One increasingly 
popular wedding trend is 
for fathers and brides to 
choreograph the father/
daughter dances. Grooms 
and their mothers can 
follow suit, particularly if 
you both have some stel-
lar dance moves. 

• Let Mom choose the 
song. Give your mother 
the opportunity to 
express her sentiments 
to you, as mothers of 
the groom do not typi-
cally toast their sons 
during weddings or even 
rehearsal dinners.

• Invite other son/
mother duos up. If the 
idea of dancing alone 
with your mother is a bit 
intimidating, give other 
mothers in attendance an 
opportunity to share the 
spotlight. Celebrate all 
mothers in attendance, 
encouraging any mothers 
and sons who are present 
to dance together.

Grooms may not gar-
ner the bulk of guests’ 
attention on their wed-
ding days. But they can 
take steps to make their 
special dances with their 
mothers more memorable 
and unique. 

Tips for a special 
mother/son dance

Couples about to tie 
the knot often arrange for 
discounted hotel rooms 
for their wedding guests. 
Many hotels offer substan-
tial discounts to wedding 
parties, but some guests 
and bridal party members 
might still want to examine 
their options before book-
ing rooms. The following 
tips can help guests find 
the right room so they can 
enjoy their loved ones’ wed-
ding weekends to the fullest.

• Don’t overlook the 
wedding hotel. Many 

couples put a lot of thought 
into the hotel where their 
guests will be staying. Cou-
ples may have already done 
the legwork with regard to 
finding a hotel that’s closest 
to the wedding ceremony 
and receptions sites and still 
within arm’s-length of other 
attractions guests can enjoy 
while in town. Give ample 
consideration to the hotel 
or hotels affiliated with the 
wedding prior to beginning 
your search, even if the 
hotel is a chain you have 
never used before or have 

not liked in the past.
• Prioritize proximity. 

It’s important to consider 
factors aside from cost 
when searching for a place 
to stay for a loved one’s 
wedding. The most afford-
able option is not always 
the most ideal. Proxim-
ity to the ceremony and 
reception venues should 
be a priority, as guests 
won’t save much money, if 
any, if their hotel is so far 
away from the weekend’s 
activities that they must 
rent cars or take taxis all 

weekend.
• Share rooms to 

reduce costs. If the wed-
ding rates are unaffordable, 
float the idea of sharing 
rooms with fellow guests. 
Splitting the cost of a dou-
ble room instead of book-
ing a single room by your-
self can save substantial 
amounts of money. And 
staying in the hotel with 
many of the other guests 
will make you feel like you 
are not missing out on any-
thing during your stay.

Hotel How-To: Tips for guests looking for lodging
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Elegant, lavish weddings 
provide moments couples 
will remember for years 
to come. But while such 
storybook ceremonies and 
receptions remain popu-
lar, casual affairs are gain-
ing popularity.

According to the bridal 
resource The Knot, more 
and more couples are 
opting for less pageantry 
and more laid back 
panache when planning 
their weddings. For those 
who prefer something 
more intimate and more 
personalized, casual wed-
dings may be right on 
target. 

There are many advan-
tages to having a “luxe 
with less” wedding, 
including the ability to 
break molds and impart 
more of the couple’s per-
sonality into the event. 

Another advantage is 
the price tag. The average 
U.S. wedding, accord-
ing to The Knot 2014 
Real Weddings Study, 
costs $31,213. In some 
urban areas, particularly 
New York City, average 
costs are three times 
that amount. Golden 
Girl Finance, a leader in 
financial digital media, 
has found that Cana-
dian weddings average 
$31,000 with honeymoon 
included. Although wed-
ding costs have gone up, 
the average number of 
wedding guests has gone 
down. As such, certain 
couples might look to 
rein in other aspects of 
their wedding. Trans-
forming the festivities 
into a casual affair can 
help keep the overall bud-
get low while still allow-
ing for an exciting and 

enjoyable event. To put 
casual plans into motion, 
consider these ideas to 
help the wedding vision 
come to fruition.

Venue
Catering halls and 

other reception sites do a 
wonderful job of meeting 
the needs of their clien-
tele. However, food and 
beverage costs are often 
the most expensive wed-
ding expense. To reduce 
the per-guest cost and 
also incorporate some 
variety into their wed-
ding days, couples can 

consider a venue change. 
Look for public locations 
that allow couples to hire 
their own caterer, which 
may be a favorite res-
taurant or specialty food 
shop. The cost per person 
may decrease dramatical-
ly from the venue costs. 

Changing the venue 
also enables couples to 
pick unique spots that 
may hold special mean-
ing to them. For example, 
couples can choose the 
site of their first date or 
the location where their 
proposal took place.

contrast
Enjoy a casual, free-

spirited wedding that 
incorporates some 
aspects of formality in an 
off-beat way. Think about 
serving fast food, such as 
fried chicken or pizza, on 
fine china. Those wearing 
tuxedos and gowns can 
opt for casual footwear, 
such as athletic shoes. 
Place wildflowers in crys-
tal vases. These are just 
some methods to give a 
rich feel without remov-
ing the fun element.

Personal touches
Menus or wedding pro-

grams printed at home 
in a fun font can set the 
casual tone couples are 
looking for. Look for 
eclectic fabrics to use as 
gift tags or napkin hold-
ers. Hand-painted signs 
or a hodge-podge of pic-
ture frames can display 
pertinent information, 
such as itineraries or 
seating arrangements. 
Encourage friends or fam-
ily to contribute a favorite 
menu item to the food 
offerings. A home-baked 
dessert can be delicious 
and budget-friendly.

wardrobe
Clothing often indi-

cates the formality of an 
occasion. Everyone from 
the wedding party to the 
guests can dress down. 
Sundresses can replace 
taffeta bridesmaids’ 
gowns. Guys can opt for 
tailored sports coats with 
jeans. Guests may feel 
comfortable in less for-
mal attire that facilitates 
dancing and mingling.

Casual weddings are 
becoming more popular 
as many couples are play-
ing down the party for 
various reasons.

Throw a casual wedding to remember
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Many couples’ wed-
dings take more than a 
year to plan. Couples 
want all of the special 
people in their lives to 
witness their vows, and 
giving guests advance 
notice can ensure as 

many loved ones as possi-
ble attend the ceremony. 

To be certain that 
guests have ample notice 
to clear their schedules, 
many couples now turn 
to save-the-date cards, 
which announce wed-
dings well in advance of 
the actual wedding day.

Save-the-date cards 
once were reserved 
only for weddings that 
required travel or special 
circumstances, such as 
destination weddings. 
But such cards have now 
become commonplace 
for all weddings. That’s 
because many people 
plan vacations or busi-
ness trips anywhere 
from four to six months 
in advance. Busy people 
require plenty of notice 
to include this important 
date on their calendars, 
particularly when wed-
ding dates fall during 
popular travel seasons or 
around the holidays.

Kleinfeld Bridal, a 
premiere New York 
bridal boutique, says that 
save-the-date cards are 
typically mailed six to 
eight months prior to the 

wedding, though some 
are sent as early as a year 
before the big day. Once 
a date and a location is 
secured, save-the-dates 
can be ordered and 
mailed.

Save-the-date cards 
require couples to 
assemble their guest 
lists well in advance of 
the wedding. The lead-
ing bridal resource The 
Knot notes that everyone 
who will get a wedding 
invitation should also 
receive a save-the-date 
card. There’s no turning 
back once cards are sent, 
so couples will need to 
be certain everyone they 
want to attend is getting 
advanced notice.

It’s acceptable to mail 
save-the-date cards even 
if some wedding day 
details are still up in the 
air. Guests really only 
need to know the date 
and location of the wed-
ding. Couples also can 
use the save-the-date 
card to direct invitees to 
a wedding website where 
guests can learn the 
details of the wedding as 
they unfold.

RSVP information does 
not need to be included 
on the save-the-date card. 

Save-the-date cards are 
much less formal than 
invitations, so couples 
can have fun with them. 
They can showcase cou-
ples’ clever personalities 
or funny quirks. Keep in 
mind it is in poor taste to 
mention gifts or registries 
on save-the-date cards. 
There will be plenty of 
time to direct guests to 
registries later on.

Couples are increas-
ingly turning to save-the-
date cards when planning 
their weddings to make 
sure busy friends and 
family will have enough 
time to make plans to 
attend their weddings.

Master the wedding
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The perfect cozy atmosphere 
for your showers, 

rehearsal dinners, and 
wedding reception. 

We accommodate up to 100!
Offsite Catering Also Available!

Call Catherine at 745-9938
for Reservations & Bookings.

418 Main Street, Youngstown

Specializing in Weddings, Events, Sympathy & Everyday Floral Needs

www.PallisterHouse.com
HahnsPallisterHouse16@yahoo.com

716201-1512

Owner/Designer
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Get Organizationally Focused
In a three-ring binder, compile all your 
correspondences with vendors, notes you make 
during meetings, and photos or tear sheets from 
magazines you want vendors to see. Set up a special 
email address dedicated to your wedding, and store 
important vendor numbers in your cell phone.
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Why wear glasses on 
your wedding day when 

you can have LASIK 
vision correction!

Join us for one of our monthly 
Open House events held at our 
Amherst office.  Watch a LIVE 

LASIK procedure,  meet the 
surgeons & get your questions 

answered. You will get $50 
OFF per eye on LASIK 

just for attending. Reserve 
your seats today or schedule 
a FREE SCREENING to see 

if you are a candidate.

1-800-309-2020
www.fichte.com

Receptions - Rehearsal Dinners - Showers
Anniversaries - Meetings  - Any Occasion!

Full Service Catering On-Site • Complimentary Centerpieces
Audio & HD Video Capabilities

716-282-1212 • 1-877-282-1212

Spacious Ballroom
Seating up to 210

Cataract Room
Seating up to 40

NIAGARA FALLS CULINARY INSTITUTE
can help you with all your

Special Event needs!

Call Ben Loomis at 716-210-2525 
for banquets & catering

Contact Kara Weber at 716-210-2589
for specialty cakes, cupcakes and more!

28 Old Falls Street • Niagara Falls, NY 14303
www.nfculinary.org

or
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Weddings are a time to 
celebrate, and many couples 
hope to invite as many people 
as possible to share their 
excitement. A 2014 study by 
researchers at the University 
of Denver found that couples 
who invite at least 150 guests to 
the wedding may have happier 
marriages. The study examined 
418 people who were single 
at the beginning of the study 
and married five years later. It 
found that 47 percent of those 
people who had gotten married 
in front of at least 150 guests 
had “high-quality marriages,” 
while those with 50 or fewer 
guests fell short. 

While guests make wed-
dings more enjoyable, and 
may increase the propensity to 
enjoy a more successful mar-
riage, couples must be practi-
cal and consider their wed-
ding budgets when creating 
their guest lists. The average 
American wedding includes 
120 guests, according to a 2015 
Newlywed Survey released by 
WeddingWire. Couples who 
are finding it difficult to create 
and pare down their guest lists 
can employ the following tips.

• Create initial lists. When 

jotting down potential guests’ 
names, write down everyone 
you want to invite, regardless 
of budget. Then list the must-
have guests for the wedding. 
This should include the family 
and friends with whom you 
interact on a regular basis. 
Create a separate column for 
guests who don’t make the 
must-have list. 

• Separate friends from 
friends’ friends. If you don’t 
see people outside of events 
set up by mutual friends, you 
should not feel obligated to 
invite those people to the wed-
ding. They are more likely 
friends of your friends and not 
your close friends.

• Know the guest list ceil-
ing. Catering halls or reception 
rooms often can only accom-
modate a certain number of 
people. Know this number 
before making a final list. The 
limits of the space may serve 
as the catalyst for trimming the 
guest list.

• Consider coworkers 
carefully. Think about wheth-
er you’d still be friends with 
your coworkers if the company 
dissolved tomorrow. If not, you 
should not feel obligated to 

invite them.
• Have we met? If you don’t 

remember interacting with a 
person (your parent’s long lost 
friend from high school) or 
the person has never met your 
significant other, then they 
probably can be cut. If parents 
insist on inviting someone you 
barely remember, they should 
help defray the costs.

• Cut out the kids. Even 
though children’s dinner costs 
may be lower than adults’, 
inviting children can signifi-
cantly increase the guest list. 
A no-child policy at the recep-
tion can save money.

• Avoid uncomfortable 
situations. Unless you have 
remained particularly close, 
keep former boyfriends and 
girlfriends off of the guest list.

• Ask for an unbiased 
opinion. Give the editing pen 
to someone else if you cannot 
make a decision. This person 
may help weed out extraneous 
guests.

Paring down a wedding 
guest list can be a difficult 
process, but couples should 
work together and respect each 
other’s concerns when creating 
their final list.

Tips for trimming the wedding guest list
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Appointments to see the facility can be 
made by calling our Banquet Team at 

(716) 692-7378 • www.panesrestaurant.com

Complete Wedding Packages starting at
$3599 per person

at “THE GRATWICK”
110 Ward Road, N. Tonawanda

85-300 Guests 

at “Our Restaurant” 
20-85 Guests

984 Payne Ave   
N. Tonawanda
984 Payne Ave   

A Taste of Italy, A Taste of America

V56907 0124 RUSA LEWISTON.indd   1 1/5/15   12:04 PM

Looking for a place to call

Home?
Let one of our 

experienced & dedicated 
agents help make 

your dream of home 
ownership come true!

Call Today!

716.754.8995

505 Center Street • Lewiston, NY 14092 • 716.754.8995

287 Oliver Street North Tonawanda NY
or call to make an appointment

716-803-7224
not2shabbynt@gmail.com

Wedding rentals, vintage hand 
made garters, repurposed furniture, 

handmade candles, shabby chic

New Additions Daily
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Couples are returning to 
the altar in increasing num-
bers, as second and third 
weddings are becoming ever 
more popular. Pew Research 
Center indicates that, as of 
2014, 64 percent of divorced 
or widowed men have remar-
ried, compared with 52 per-
cent of previously married 
women. 

Lavish second weddings 
were once uncommon, but 
that trend is also shifting. 
Couples who are taking 
another crack at marriage are 
tying the knot with renewed 
vigor and with weddings that 
may rival some first-timers’.

Men and women who are 
remarrying after divorce 
or being widowed may not 
know how to approach plan-
ning their upcoming nuptials. 
The following are some 
guidelines to making the 
wedding sequel a success.
WARDROBE

Couples who have been 
married before often find 
that they have more leeway 
with regard to their wed-
ding wardrobes than they did 
when tying the knot for the 

first time. Brides may choose 
something less traditional 
than a long, white dress. In 
fact, this can be a time to let 
loose and select something 
that is festive or even funky. 
This also may provide a 
great opportunity to choose 
clothing 
styles from 
different cul-
tures or ties 
into one’s 
heritage. This 
freedom also 
allows brides 
to broaden 
their horizons 
with regard 
to where to 
buy their 
wedding 
wardrobes. 

Grooms 
may opt 
for some-
thing more 
casual than 
a tuxedo or coordinate with 
their brides-to-be so they are 
on the same creative page. 
Colored tuxedos and vintage 
suits are acceptable, even 
though such attire might have 
raised a few eyebrows the 

first time around.
REGISTRIES AND 
WEDDING GIFTS

Considering couples who 
have been married previ-
ously likely have many of 
the housewares and items for 

daily living 
that first-tim-
ers may not, 
registering 
for these gifts 
is not neces-
sary. What’s 
more, some 
of the same 
guests may 
have been 
present at 
first marriag-
es and gifted 
then. In lieu 
of gifts, 
couples may 
ask guests to 
donate to a 

specific charity or forgo gifts 
altogether.
GUEST LIST

The guest list doesn’t have 
to be a source of anxiety. 
Others will understand that 
there may be a melange of 

people at a second wedding. 
Children from previous mar-
riages as well as divorced 
spouses or former parents-in-
law are not out of the ques-
tion. Even if exes will not 
be included, make sure they 
know about the nuptials in 
advance of others. It’s com-
mon courtesy, and it can help 
head off feelings of ill-will.

Some couples choosing to 
tie the knot again scale back 
the size of the wedding this 
time around, feeling some-
thing smaller and more inti-
mate — with only the closest 
of friends and family — is 
more suitable.
VOWS

Couples can use experi-
ence to draft vows that have 
personal meaning to their 
unique situations and make 
the wedding ceremony even 
more special. 

People getting married 
again can impart their own 
personalities into the ceremo-
ny and party to follow. There 
are no hard rules governing 
second weddings, so couples 
can plan their weddings with 
good times in mind.

‘I do,’ take two: Guide to a second marriage
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417 Center Street
Lewiston

Western 
New York’s

Premier Made 
From Scratch 

Bakery

featuring Elegant
Wedding Cakes

Bridal Shower Cakes

Engagement Cakes

Bachelorette Cakes

Groom’s Cakes

Dessert Platters

Cookie Platters

Ask about 
Gluten-Free,

Sugar-Free and
Dairy-Free

Call Lindsay to schedule your wedding cake consultation 754-2300
www.villagebakeshoppe.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING
GOLD SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING
SILVER SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING
BRONZE SPONSORS

GOLDEN FLEECE 
TAILOR SHOP

ALL 
SAINTS 
PARISH

KJF CREATIVE STUDIO

Lockport Inn
 & Suites

YOUNGSTOWN, NY

CUSTOM PICTURE 
FRAMING

Pallister House Florist
Lockport, NY

Hahn’s

Auto & Home
Janelle J. Hansen

CHAIR COVERS & LINEN RENTALS

19

CONTACT US ONLINE AT
waterstreetlanding.com

115 S. WATER St · LEWISTON

754-9200

A View to
Dine For!

Water Street Landing

..........................................................................................

Weddings ·  Rehearsal Dinners · Engagement Parties

1422 PINE AVE.
Rte. 62A & 15th St., Niagara Falls, NY 282-2121
FREE PARKING ON BOTH SIDES OF STORE

Serving Niagara For Over 77 Years • Visit our website at www.shopGeorges.com

APPLIANCE
AND TELEVISION

HOURS:
Monday &
Thursday

9:00 to 8:00
Tues. & Fri.
9:00 till 5:00
Wednesday

Closed
Saturday

9:00 till 4:00

After You Say “I Do”...After You Say ‘I Do”...
Let Us Deliver... From Our Place to Yours!

Merle Norman’s 
Cosmetic & Day Spa

Our Professional Beauty Team is Dedicated to 
Making “YOU” Perfect for “I DO”

Full Service Salon for Your Wedding 
and Bridal Party

Call for you FREE Consultation

716.297.1380
2101 Military Rd. 
Niagara Falls NY
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Wedding anniversaries 
provide opportunities 
for couples to reflect and 
relive the excitement 
of their wedding days. 
Anniversaries can eas-
ily be forgotten amid the 
hustle and bustle of daily 
life, but many couples are 
making concerted efforts 
to ensure their anniversa-
ries are celebrated as the 
special occasions they 
are.

A first wedding anni-
versary is a special one. 
Some couples celebrate 
their first anniversaries 
by enjoying a piece of 
wedding cake that has 
been properly preserved 
in the freezer. Couples 
may also dance to their 
wedding songs or enjoy 
a nice dinner at a favor-
ite restaurant. The first 
anniversary also is a time 
to pull out the wedding 
video or photo album and 
reminisce about the wed-
ding day.

Anniversaries are a 

great way for couples 
to celebrate their time 
together by stepping 
away from emails, text 
messages, work obliga-
tions, and even mun-
dane everyday tasks to 
once again remember 
a day and moment that 

changed their lives for-
ever. Those who may 
need a little inspiration 
celebrating their anniver-
saries can consider these 
suggestions.

• Have dinner at your 
reception site. Find 
out if the reception site, 

which may be a catering 
hall or restaurant, serves 
dinner or brunch. Make 
a reservation and enjoy 
celebrating in the spot 
where the memories all 
began.

• Take a second hon-
eymoon. Honor wedding 
memories by booking a 
second honeymoon at a 
special location.

• Throw a party. Use 
your anniversary as an 
excuse to have friends or 
family over for a party. Be 
sure to include your wed-
ding song on the music 
playlist.

• Create a romantic 
evening. Rekindle the 
romance by pulling out 
all the stops, complete 
with a nice homecooked 
meal, candles and mood 
music.

Wedding anniversaries 
present ideal oppor-
tunities for couples to 
reminisce about their 
trip down the aisle and 

all the entertaining 
moments from the wed-
ding. They’re also oppor-

tunities to connect as a 
couple and focus on each 
other.

Make every anniversary count

3
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Affordable New Gowns & Dresses

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
Go to our website for more information about us: www.monroesplace.com

182 Lake Street, Hamburg, NY 
716-202-4020

We’re just a short trip to the Southtowns in the village of Hamburg
....well worth the drive!

We have the best selection 
of affordable gowns and 

dresses in WNY.

Or if you purchase a special order,  
dresses usually arrive in about one week’s time!

With a fantastic selection  
of floor stock to take home 

in sizes from 2 to 28!
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