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by Nick Rex
Zack Rendel is kneeling at the 

edge of a wheat fi eld just south of 
farm headquarters in Miami, Okla-
homa. He’s digging in the soil with 
a pocketknife. This fi eld is nick-
named Salad Plant. His beard, the 
length of a scroll, blows around in 
a breeze brought from the Arctic. 
Dirt between seedlings breaks off  
in hearty chunks. “It’s frozen,” he 
concludes. “It’ll need to thaw before 
I apply more fertilizer.”

The land parcel Rendel is survey-
ing once belonged to his neighbor, 
also a farmer, who off ered it to him 
because they observed how Ren-
del cared for the land. Zack Rendel 

wants to leave the land bett er than 
he found it, for his “kids or whoev-
er else farms next.”

Rendel sees each fi eld as an eco-
system, and the farmer’s job is 
to tend that ecosystem. This 
work is a mutually benefi cial 
engagement — a healthy 
environment produces a 
high yielding fruit. Care-
taking a system to pro-
duce a crop means being 
att entive to the unique 
expressions of the 
land, Rendel says. This 
means maintaining the 
vegetation that borders 
cultivation, monitoring 

Farming methods at Rendel 
Farms border on conventional. The 
same quantifi able and qualifi able 

product is produced on this farm 
as any other — measurably high 

yields of corn, wheat, and sor-
ghum, the farm even win-

ning state yield contests 
several years in a row — 
but the farm’s oblique 
approach to economic 
and ecological problem 
solving, and perhaps 
the ethical reasons be-
hind it, is unusual to an 
operation with the suc-

cess caliber and longevi-
ty of Rendel Farms. 
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can use a fraction of that on our NDVI (Normalized Diff erence Veg-

Zack Rendel is sixth in 
a long line of Sooners, mav-

ericks, and improvisers. His 
great great grandparents fi rst 

sett led on the land he now farms in 
1893, when it was Indian Territory. 
Today the farmland extends three 
miles north and three miles south, 
across Peoria and Quapaw Indian 

fi elds.” Mixed together, the spent 
mushroom compost and chicken 
litt er build up organic matt er in the 
fi elds, depositing phosphorus, po-
tassium, and nitrogen — the same 
plant food concentrated in tradi-
tional fertilizers.

The farm uses various technol-

pact also correlates with economic 
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invasive species borrow-
ing nutrients from the soil, 
sequestering correct amounts 
of minerals during growing and 
dormant seasons, leveling the pitch 

benefi t.
Alternative fertilizers are one 

way Rendel cuts costs and improves 
land. The farm spreads a compost 
of recycled ingredients — spent 
compost from a nearby mushroom 
farm, and chicken litt er from poul-
try producers in the region. North-
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every day,” Rendel says. “We 
can use a fraction of that on our 
fi elds.” Mixed together, the spent 

dormant seasons, leveling the pitch 
of the ground to direct water fl ow 
effi  ciently through the soil, de-
creasing the erosion of fi elds and 
toxic runoff  into local waterways. 
In Rendel’s case, seeking out ways 
to improve farming’s ecological im-
pact also correlates with economic 
benefi t.
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In addition to tending his own 
fi elds — wheat this time of year — 
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organizations and ag research com-
panies, including a pair of wheat 
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culture Extension and a corn fun-
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invasive species borrow-

ty of Rendel Farms. 
Zack Rendel is sixth in 
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Zipping through the mead-

ow with wind in our ears icy 
tears fl ow across our cheeks 
and this is no time for caution 
— “Hang on!” Scott  screams 
gleefully as the side-by-side 
clears a ditch. Our tears go 
fl ying and the name of this 
place starts to ring true: Be 
Free Family Farm.

Scott  parks the side-by-side 
at the summit of the fourth 
highest place in Kansas City 
— more or less a patch of 
grass in the middle of some 
trees on a slight rise — and 
points a fi nger above a line 
of leafl ess cott onwoods to 
the north. “On a clear day 
you can see the buildings of 
Kansas City 23 miles away, 
and Arrowhead Stadium 11 

miles away.” There 
isn’t much to see in 
this misty Missouri 
morning so Scott  revs 
the engine and away 
we go back down 
the slope through 
a baby orchard of 
honeycrisp apple, 
Amarelle cherry, and 
Georgia peach all 
with hanging solar 
powered paper lan-
terns. The lanterns 
are supposed to keep 
deer away. Scott  re-
planted this orchard 
recently after the last 
att empt failed be-
cause the trees didn’t 
get enough water — 
all lessons in being a 
new farmer. 

Be Free Fam-

impetus in grow-
ing the distribution 
of American made 
cars, namely Ca-
dillac and General 
Motors in the Mid-
west — opened the 
fi rst Cadillac deal-
ership in the city, 
in the downtown 
neighborhood that 
is now Crown 
Center. By the end 
of Robert’s career 
he had become 
the largest dealer 
of General Motors 
in the Midwest, in 
addition to being 
a generous philan-
thropist. Today, 
the library at Kan-
sas City’s Rock-
hurst University is 

as president of the Kansas 
City Dairymen’s Association 
for a decade while the farm 
became the nucleus of the 
Ziefl e dairy operation. The 
Ziefl es ran their dairy opera-
tion while raising their family 
(in the farmhouse still on the 
property) until George’s pass-
ing in 1993 when the family 
sold off  the dairy herd and 
dispersed. For nearly two de-
cades after the Ziefl es left the 
farm subsequently fell into 
disrepair, and it wasn’t un-
til the Wards purchased the 
farm from Bill Ziefl e, a son of 
George Ziefl e, when the farm 
was transferred into hands 
ready to renovate. 

Part 2: Renovations, 
community, urban farming

When the Wards bought 
the property in 2012 it was a 
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The Be Free crew —Carl (left), farm handy-
man, Scott and Jennifer Ward (center and 
right), owners of Be Free Family Farm and 
Bakery, and Charlie, excitable farm puppy. 
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“I always say I don’t care who you buy beef from, me 

or one of my competitors, as long as you’re buying from 
a farmer or rancher directly. Support the industry. All the 
money we make goes back to feed our family, goes back in 
the town locally,” Marty Reichenberger says.

Reichenberger opens a freezer bay in his garage. It’s full 
of hamburger patt ies, fl ank steaks, every other beef cut. The 
meat was raised in the pastures just outside. Born in this 
fi eld, raised on this grass, sent to the feedyard at the end of 
the lane. The only place the meat went beyond these fi elds 
was the processor in Moran, Kansas. 

“When you buy beef from us you’re gett ing it from one 
steer,” Reichenberger says. “I can tell you what pasture that 
steer was born on, where it was raised, who its mom was, 
who the bull was. We’re trying to keep a closed herd. We’ve 
got the genetics and marbling we like, so we’re trying to 
keep more of our catt le back to replace the old ones.”

Marty Reichenberger grew up farming with his family in 
Independence, Kansas, and has been growing his catt le herd 
since he and his wife, Amy, got married 27 years ago. To-
day Diamond R Catt le, headquartered east of Elk City Lake, 

manages 270 head in a cow-calf operation. 
The couple raised their kids on their own beef, but it 

wasn’t until 2016 that Reichenberger began to sell meat lo-
cally, starting with friends and neighbors.

“We decided to go with the farm to fork to cut out the 
middleman, and provide options for fresh beef to people in 
the community,” says Reichenberger. “We’ve done a lot of 
things over the years to try and get people still exposed to 
agriculture. Everybody’s grandpa or great grandpa farmed, 
but it’s amazing how many people, even in small rural 
towns, have lost connection to the farm. Some people don’t 
have any idea what a combine is and they’ve lived here all 
their life.”

What makes high quality beef
The noticeable “bett er taste” or “higher quality” that 

makes local beef desirable to customers derives from the 
amount of control individual producers have over their 
herds from birth to butcher — traits which can get lost when 
meat is distributed nationally. 

Catt le genetics are the fi rst determinant of beef quality. With 
20 years of honing the desired combination of genes, Reicher-
berger is heading towards a closed herd. The forage and feed 

the catt le 
are raised 
and fi n-
ished on 
also plays 
a critical 
role in the 
quality of 
the meat.

At Diamond 
R Catt le, steers 
are raised in pas-
tures on Bermu-
da fescue grass for 
the fi rst nine months, 
then spend four to fi ve 
months in the feedyard on 
a corn and oat based mix with 
cott onseed hulls and soymeal. 
The feed is designed to increase the amount of fat on each 
animal, “marbling” the meat and giving it more fl avor.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 10)

ily Farm and 
Bakery is a serendip-
itous place. The farm, 
a mere three miles in-
side Kansas City limits, 
is owned by Scott  and 
Jennifer Ward. Scott , 
“a recovering Chica-
go banker” in his own 
words, and Jennifer, a 
gluten-free baker, never 

she’d contracted enough cli-
ents to merit expanding into 
a commercial space. Litt le did 
the Wards know how Scott ’s 
serendipitous bike ride dis-
covery would change the 
course of their family’s lives, 
as well as opportune a place 
for Kansas City communities 
to gather.

Part 1: History
Be Free Farm is the latest 

chapter on this particular  par-
cel of land in Jackson County, 
Missouri, a property that has 
housed several prominent 
industry pioneers in Kan-
sas City history. In 1914 the 
Greenlease family lived here. 
Robert Greenlease — a main 
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During the Great Depres-
sion the Greenlease proper-
ty was sold to the Ziefl es, a 
prominent Kansas City dairy 
family. George Zielfe, the 
family’s patriarch, served 

bit of a fi x-me-upper — both 
aesthetically and architectur-
ally. The land had been sit-
ting unatt ended so long trees 
had grown up through the 
spokes of horse-pulled plows. 
A museum of junky farm 
equipment still sinks into the 
overgrown brush at the edge 
of the meadow. 
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said that when he was working on ranches as 
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Thoroughbred-type horses that could cover 
a lot of country for gathering catt le. After the 
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sorting was done on horseback, without cor-
rals. “When I was at the King Ranch, they gath-
ered about 2500 cows and calves into a large 
holding pasture, about 10,000 acres. They’d cut 
out about 700 cows as they lined out grazing 
— just enough to work that day. One time we 
gathered 1500 head to work in one day. We 
used horses to wean the calves or sort off  culls 
to sell,” he said.

The cowboys had a lot of pride in their hors-
es. “They argued about which ranch had the 
best horses, and had contests at their fall gath-
erings, to show off  their horses,” said Welch. 
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by Nick Rex
“Sook! Sook! Sook! Don’t go out there, come this way! Sook! 

Sook!” yells Keith Patt erson in Anderson, Missouri. He sticks his 
head out the ranger window and continues calling. 

Stampeding behind the ranger: A herd of catt le are migrating to 
greener pastures. 

“You move them so much, they trust you,” Patt erson says. “They 
know when they hear the sound of my engine coming, it’s time to 
move.” 

The herd follows their leader as Patt erson guides them from the 

The landowner’s report was: After the fi rst year there was so much 
grass left over, more livestock had to be added to the fi eld. Patt er-
son said he “could see the advantage.”

As opposed to continuous stocking, where animals are kept in 
one large pasture to graze where they choose, rotational grazing 
systems close animals in to graze smaller portions of pasture — 
paddocks — while other areas recover. 

Catt le are selective grazers, using their sense of smell to graze 
the most fertile parts of a fi eld. Left uncontrolled, they will return 
to the most recent regrowth and overgraze it before desirable plant 

 Southwest Missouri rancher uses intensive grazing system Keith
Patterson
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use him to hold the herd,” Welch said. 
If you were a good hand, and riding a good 

enough horse, the boss might put you between 
the cuts and the roundup, where the action 
was. “If your horse started showing a lot of 
cow, one of the bosses would take it and make 
a cutt ing horse out of it.” 
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by Heather Smith Thomas
Dalton Morris travels all over the 

country as a professional rodeo clown, 
but Odessa, Missouri is where he was 
born, and where he calls home. His fa-
ther and grandfather were trick riders, 
doing stunts like jumping on and off  a 
galloping horse and climbing under its 
belly.

“My dad also rode bulls and bucking 
horses, and my older sister was a bar-
rel racer, so I grew up around all those 
activities. My family on my mom’s side 
started the Hometown Rodeo in Odes-
sa, and one day when I was 3 years old, 
I was helping my mom take tickets at 
the gate, and a rodeo clown pulled in. 
I wandered off  and followed him to his 
truck. He put some clown makeup and 
a wig on me — and I decided I would 
be his litt le helper!”

After that experience, he went to 
youth rodeos around Missouri and 
Kansas, fi ghting sheep instead of bulls. 
“My sister was barrel racing, so any ro-
deo she went to, I went along, put on 
and did acts,” he says.

“By the time I was 15, I started book-

ing regional rodeos in Missouri and 
Kansas, and some fi nals rodeos. Then 
I went to Minnesota and Wisconsin to 
do clown acts. In 2018, I was accepted 
for my full PRCA card,” says Morris.

He has now been to three diff erent 
countries and nearly all 50 states. “I do 
clown acts for the PRCA and PBR, and 
freestyle bullfi ghting events and thor-
oughly enjoy it. It’s kind of cool being 
able to keep the family legacy going.”

He’s been a rodeo clown for 27 years 
— ever since he was three — and it’s 
taken him to Canada and to perform 
for royalty in the Middle East.

“My job as rodeo clown is like being 
the cheerleader of the rodeo. Whenev-
er there’s a gap in the action, I fi ll that 
gap. We’re all working with unpredict-
able and wild animals, so we never 
know what’s going to happen — and 
sometimes unexpected things must be 
dealt with.”

Some of the dangerous moments 
happen in the chute — before the bull 
or bronc comes out bucking. “A bull 
might lean on a guy’s leg, or we have 
to make sure the animal comes out of 

the chute the right way — to be fair for 
both the animal and the cowboy. If it 
takes a few minutes to get these things 
straightened out before they can open 
the chute gate, that’s my time to do 
comedy,” says Morris. That way, there 
are no dull moments. The audience is 
still engaged and on the edge of their 
seats.

“I may jump up into the crowd and 
steal popcorn from older ladies, or 
dance and get everybody clapping. I 
do an intermission act — a comedy act 
or a trick-roping act. Throughout the 
rodeo, there are some spots where we 
take a break to let people in the back 
pens catch their breath. I’m in the arena 
during those times to do comedy.”

Bull riding is when things get se-
rious. There are several bullfi ghters 
whose job is to protect the cowboys. 
“When the rider gets off , they jump in 
front of the bull to distract him so the 
cowboy can get away. I’m the barrel 
man; I’m in a padded barrel. It’s my 
job to create an island of safety for the 
cowboy.”

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 10)
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Small town, Saturday nightSmall town, Saturday night
At the fi nal shodeo of the year in Hurley, Missouri, parents pull their kids — and grandkids At the fi nal shodeo of the year in Hurley, Missouri, parents pull their kids — and grandkids 
— on ponies. Hard to tell who’s getting the most exercise. Once a month, all summer long,— on ponies. Hard to tell who’s getting the most exercise. Once a month, all summer long,

The herd follows their leader as Patt erson guides them from the to the most recent regrowth and overgraze it before desirable plant 
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Put Your Business On DISPLAY

THESE EARNED RATES ARE BASED ON RUNNING TWO OR MORE ADS IN A FOUR WEEK PERIOD.

1/4
PAGE

21 col. inches
2 col. (3-1/4”) x 10-1/2”

3 col. (5”) x 7”
4 col. (6-3/4”) x 5-1/4”

$21525
flat rate

21 col. inches @ $10.25

 2- 1/4
$39690

earned rate
 42” @ $9.45/col. inch

1/3
PAGE

28 col. inches
2 col. (3-1/4”) x 14”
3 col. (5”) x 9-1/3”
4 col. (6-3/4”) x 7”

$28700
flat rate

28 col. inches @ $10.25

 2- 1/3
$52920

earned rate
 56” @ $9.45/col. inch

1/2
PAGE

42 col. inches
3 col. (5”) x 14”

4 col. (6-3/4”) x 10-1/2”
5 col. (8-1/2”) x 8-3/8”

6 col. (10-1/4”) x 7”

$39690
flat rate

42 col. inches @ $9.45

 2- 1/2
$74760

earned rate
 84” @ $8.90/col. inch

3/4
PAGE

63 col. inches
5 col. (8-1/2”) x 12.6”

6 col. (10-1/4”) x 10-1/2”

$59535
flat rate

63 col. inches @ $9.45

 2- 3/4
$112140

earned rate
 126” @ $8.90/col. inch

FULL
PAGE

84 col. inches
6 col. (10-1/4”) x 14”

$74760
flat rate

84 col. inches @ $8.90

 2 Full
$142800

earned rate
 168” @ $8.50/col. inch

(4) FULL
PAGES

336 col. inches
6 col. (10-1/4”) x 14”

$275520
$68880/Page
336 col. inches @ $8.20
Earned By Running

(4) Full Page Ads In A
Four Week Period

PAGE
ADS

Black & White
Rates Shown -

Color Is An
Additional $160.00

Per Insertion

PAGE
ADS

PAGE
ADS

PAGE
ADS

PAGE
ADS

1-41 Column Inches (flat rate)................................$10.25
42-83 Column Inches...............................................$9.45
84-167 Column Inches.............................................$8.90
168-335 Column Inches...........................................$8.50
336 Or More Column Inches...................................$8.20

EARNED DISPLAY RATES
Advertisers will be billed in accordance with the 
following scale based on the number of column 
inches of advertising used in any four week period.
1/4 Page – 21 Column Inches      1/2 Page – 42 Column Inches
3/4 Page – 63 Column Inches      Full Page – 84 Column Inches

Page Size: 10-1/4 inches wide x 14 inches tall

ANNUAL SPACE CONTRACT RATES
Annual bulk space contracts are available
for advertisers who wish to earn a better rate.
Space must be contracted for in advance.
The annual space contract offers both
low rates and flexibility for seasonal or
monthly changes in advertising volume.

1,092-2,183 Column Inches/Year.............................$8.80
2,184-4,367 Column Inches/Year.............................$8.40
4,368 Or More Column Inches/Year........................$8.10

STANDING ADVERTISEMENT RATES
Rates must be contracted for in advance.
This is the lowest advertising rate possible for
the advertiser wishing to run a relatively small, 
uniform-sized display ad on a regular basis.

12 Consecutive Weeks Or 1 Ad Per Month..............$9.70
24 Consecutive Weeks Or 2 Ads Per Month.............$9.20
52 Consecutive Weeks..............................................$8.65

Standard Sizes AT A GLANCE



This Information Is CLASSIFIED
Per Week (flat rate)...................................................$9.75
13 Consecutive Weeks (contracted)...........................$9.25
26 Consecutive Weeks (contracted)...........................$8.75
52 Consecutive Weeks (contracted)...........................$8.25

Contracts stipulate minimum of one column inch/week.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
This advertising is for businesses to advertise in
the classified section. It is billed by the inch rate.
In fairness to all advertisers, and to improve 
readability, advertising in the classified section is
limited to one column width. No ads may have borders. 
Headlines are in a standardized 14 point typeface. 
Company logos are allowed and encouraged.

2 Page Tabloid.............................$110.00 per thousand
4 Page Tabloid.............................$120.00 per thousand
8 Page Tabloid.............................$130.00 per thousand
12 Page Tabloid...........................$140.00 per thousand
16 Page Tabloid...........................$150.00 per thousand

Per Week (flat rate)...................................................$9.75
13 Consecutive Weeks (contracted)...........................$9.25
26 Consecutive Weeks (contracted)...........................$8.75
52 Consecutive Weeks (contracted)...........................$8.25

Contracts stipulate minimum of one column inch/week.

PUREBRED ROUNDUP RATES
FARM TALK has a special section for advertisers
of all breeds of purebred cattle, swine and sheep.
It runs in a section of the paper called the
“Purebred Roundup”. It provides purebred breeders
a low-cost method of advertising their livestock year 
around in a highly visible section of the paper.
It is billed by the inch rate.

Color is available as limited by press capacity.

Four color is available at $160.00.
Spot color is available at $77.50.

Only CMYK is permitted. All others will be converted.
No rich blacks (4 color black).

1 Issue.....................................................  80¢ per word
2 Issues.................................................. $1.20 per word

3 Issues.................................................. $1.60 per word
4 Issues.................................................. $2.00 per word

CLASSIFIED WORD RATES

IT COSTS LESS Than You Think

COLOR INSERTS

Rates start at $9.50 per column inch.

AUCTIONS



FARM TALK follows a tabloid format with a 
10-1/4 by 14 inch printable area with no bleed.

Pages consist of six columns which are 9-1/2 
picas wide with one pica space between columns.

FORMAT

Publisher reserves right to reject any 
advertising considered objectionable
or not in our readers’ interest.

All advertising must be truthful and not contain 
misleading statements or exaggerated claims.  
� e publisher will place the word “advertisement” 
above and below any copy which resembles 
editorial material.

The Fine PRINT

... SHOWCASING AGRICULTURE THROUGH NEWS, ADVERTISING & ENTERTAINMENT ...

www.FarmTalkNews.com

Your Ag News Source

1801 South 59 Highway, PO Box 601, Parsons, KS 67357
620-421-9450, 800-356-8255

E-Mail: info@farmtalknews.com
www.farmtalknews.com

THE WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL NEWSPAPER SERVING THE FOUR STATE REGION OF KANSAS, MISSOURI, OKLAHOMA & ARKANSAS

Published Every Wednesday  —  Display Ad Deadline: 5:00 PM Wednesday

Mail & Online: 1 Year $58; 2 Years $105
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma & Arkansas

Online Only: 1 Year $34
Via EZ Pay at FarmTalkNews.com:

Month: $4.15; Year $45

SUBSCRIPTIONS
All agency rates are billed at net rate.

AGENCY Rates

KANSAS

OKLAHOMA

MISSOURI

ARKANSAS

HARVEST BIGGER RESULTS
... With Print AND Digital Marketing
Boost the impact of your advertising with a targeted 

customized digital advertising packag.
We’ll scope out commercial producers on their
digital devices (phones, iPads, computers, etc.)

and nail them with your message.

Ad design and detailed reporting included at all levels. Impressions can be scaled. 
Email and E-News marketing options available. Contact us for details.

Three Levels Of Performance To Choose From:

TARGET WITH PRECISION!

•Digital ad messages seen 60,000 times
•Reach up to a 150 mile geographic area
•Ads live for four weeks
•5,000 digital ads on www.farmtalknews.com

$550GOLDGOLD
LEVELLEVEL

•Digital ad messages seen 25,000 times
•Reach up to a 50 mile geographic area
•Ads live for two weeks

$275BRONZEBRONZE
LEVELLEVEL

•Digital ad messages seen 35,000 times
•Reach up to a 100 mile geographic area
•Ads live for three weeks
•2,000 digital ads on www.farmtalknews.com

$350SILVERSILVER
LEVELLEVEL


