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 TOP LAWYERS
 EFFINGHAM AREA
These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.

A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often 
recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profi les 
of the lawyers listed on this page, go to 

www.LeadingLawyers.com
A Division of Law Bulletin Media – est. 1854

 This EMERGING LAWYER has been identifi ed by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who are age 40 or 
younger OR who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.

Q. Anthony Siemer Attorney at Law Effi ngham 217.342.9291
Close/Private Held; Land Use/Zoning; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate

John L. Barger Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Agriculture; Gov/Muni/Lobby/Admin; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate

Robert G. Grierson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Agriculture; Banking; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Residential; Trust, Will & Estate

R. Sean Hocking Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Personal Injury Defense: General; Products Liability Defense

J. Patrick Lee Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Criminal Defense: DUI; Criminal Defense: Felonies & Misd; Family; PI Defense: General 

Gregory C. Ray Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Personal Injury Defense: General; Workers’ Compensation Defense 

John F. Watson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Insurance, Ins Coverage & Reinsurance; Med-Mal Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General

Elizabeth Eberspacher Nohren Dove & Dove Shelbyville 217.774.2137
Family

David W. Sutterfi eld Sutterfi eld Law Offi ces PC Effi ngham 217.342.3100
Nursing Home Negligence; Personal Injury: General; Social Security Disability

Daniel C. Jones Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800
Personal Injury: General

K. Lindsay Rakers Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800
Personal Injury: General; Personal Injury: Prof’l Malpractice; PI Plaintiff’s: Product Liability

William R. Tapella II Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800
Personal Injury: General; Personal Injury: Professional Malpractice

Angelica W. Wawrzynek Armstrong Grove & Wawrzynek LLC Mattoon 217.234.7123
Closely & Privately Held Business; Commercial Litigation; Trust, Will & Estate Planning

Kaylee I. Boehm Dove & Dove Shelbyville 217.774.2137
Family

Rusty K. Reinoehl Reinoehl Kehlenbrink LLC Robinson 618.469.1000
Mineral & Natural Resource
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SBL Effingham Clinic
905 North Maple St.

Louis Schwing, MD
 INTERNAL MEDICINE
 217-540-6122
Paul Oltman, MD
 FAMILY PRACTICE
 217-347-7776
Walk-In Clinic
 Douglas Kabbes, MD
 217-540-6123
ENT Clinic
 Lori Cudone, MD
 Charly Nguyen, MD
 Michael Smith, MD
Audiology & Hearing Services
 217-347-7077
  
 

SBL Lincolnland 
Home Medical Equipment
903 North Maple St.
 217-347-7372

SBL Evergreen Clinic
1104 West Evergreen Ave.

GENERAL SURGERY
 Kevin Malone, MD
 James Flaig, DO
 217-347-2500
UROLOGY
 Fernando Gonzales, MD
 217-258-4186

Ranked top 6% in nation
for quality and patient safety.

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 West Evergreen Ave.
217-342-3400

ORTHOPEDICS
Joseph Ajdinovich, MD
Peter Bonutti, MD
Michael Chioffe, MD
Kayla Deters, APRN
Stacia Fallert, APRN
Timothy Gray, MD
Jennifer Hess, APRN
Frank Lee, MD
Didi Omiyi, MD
Nick Williams, PA-C
Tom Williams, PA-C
Luke Zumbahlen, APRN
MRI
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www.barlow-security.com

Patient-First 
Orthopedic 
and Sports 
Medicine

Scott Urch, MD, is a skilled orthopedic and sports medicine physician offering patient-
first care to patients of all ages. Dr. Urch helps patients return to the places where they 
find joy.

Scope of Practice
•  Specializes in sports medicine for athletes
 - Handles all sports injuries for upper and lower extremities

•  Specializes in all knee injuries/fractures

•  Operative and non-operative fractures and dislocations
 for upper and lower extremities

•  Soft-tissue injuries for upper and lower extremities

HSHS Medical Group Multispecialty Care - Effingham 
900 W. Temple Ave., Bldg. B, Suite 2500 • Effingham, IL 62401 • ph: 217-540-2350

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

For more information, call 217-540-2350.
HSHSMedicalGroup.org
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FEATURE STORY

Check out the current and past issues online at 
effinghamdailynews.com/effinghammagazine

Effingham Magazine on the web
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Gary Coffey dials up laughs

By Kaitlin Cordes 
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Gary 
Coffey 

dials up 
laughs

Kaitlin Cordes photos
Gary Coffey pretends to make a call on a sal-
vaged orange rotary phone near a grain bin on 
his farm in Ashmore. 
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KAITLIN CORDES
EFFINGHAM MAGAZINE

It’s hard not to notice Gary Coffey 
of Ashmore and the big, orange 
contraption strapped to his belt.

The 69-year-old is often seen out 
and about in surrounding towns with 
a bright orange rotary phone hanging 
from his belt. But rest assured, Coffey 
can’t receive a call on the archaic 
communication device. Coffey said he 
totes the phone around just to make 
people laugh.

“I’ve kind of always been a little silly, 
I guess. I want to make people laugh. 
I try not to go too far because you’ll 
go into a building and people will look 
and they just don’t look like they want 
to smile so I just move on,” Coffey said. 
“Ninety-something percent of them just 
grin, and I say, ‘Yes! I’ve done it.’ They’ll 
be smiling, and some of them will be 
crying they’re laughing so hard. It’s 
just good smiling and making people 
happy.”

On a recent trip to Effingham, Coffey 
did just that. The farmer stopped into 
Niemerg’s Steakhouse and Culver’s just 
as the lunch crowd was winding down.

At Niemerg’s, the orange phone 
quickly caught the attention of two 
couples dining together, prompt-
ing Coffey to approach them while 
pretending to take a phone call on the 
nostalgic device. The ruse quickly drew 
a laugh from the two ladies, Marylene 
Weishaar of Island Grove and Kay Ad-
ams of Effingham, and their husbands, 
Leonard Weishaar and Joe Adams.

Marylene Weishaar was delighted to 
see Coffey’s comedic act.

“It made me smile,” Marylene 
Weishaar said.
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Gary Coffey, center, chats with, from left to right, Leonard Weishaar of Island Grove, Joe Adams of Effingham, Kay Adams of Effingham and Marylene 
Weishaar of Island Grove during a stop at Niemerg’s Steakhouse. 

Culver’s manager and operator Chris Debolt, left, 
holds a modern cellphone to his ear while Gary 
Coffey, right, holds onto a rotary phone at Culver’s 
in Effingham.

Top: Gary Coffey, right, converses with Minnesota couple Barb and Mike Trinidad as they wait for their 
order at Culver’s in Effingham. 
Above: Gary Coffey, center, shares a laugh with a group of friends who were out to lunch at Niemerg’s 
Steakhouse. Shown are, on the left side of the table from left to right, Dorris Cress, Andy Verdeyen and 
Darrell Cress and on the right side of the table from front, Shirley Ingram, Patsy Bush, Bob Bush and Bob 
Ingram Sr. 

Easter Books & Gifts
Now In Stock

Another pretend phone call made 
Doug Hites, Maxine Hites and Con-
nie Tipsword of Edgewood chuckle. 
Doug Hites theorized that if technology 
hadn’t evolved into the small, hand-
held devices we have today, the world 
would be a little less scary.

“If we had stuff like this still, the world 
would be a lot safer,” Doug Hites said.

Tipsword said she recalled having a 
hand-crank telephone and found it 
humorous to see another version of a 
phone she once owned.

As he made his way through the res-
taurant, all eyes were on Coffey and 
his phone. The phone also drew the 
attention of a large group of friends 
out for lunch.

As Coffey chatted with Bob Bush 
of North Dakota, Bob Ingram Sr. and 
Andy Verdeyen of Edgewood and Dar-
rell Cress of Effingham, Dorris Cress and 
Shirley Ingram reflected on memories 
of older phones and how they com-
pare to today’s technology.

“It’s definitely much bigger than a 
cellphone,” Shirley Ingram noted.

“It’s kind of too big to carry around,” 
Dorris Cress added of the rotary phone.

Minnesota couple Mike and Barb 
Trinidad had similar reactions when 

seeing Coffey for the first time as they 
awaited their order at Culver’s.

“It definitely made me smile,” Mike 
Trinidad said.

Though Coffey’s shtick can usually 
make a stranger laugh, he said it’s 
oftentimes harder to get a giggle out 
of his wife of nearly 50 years, Marylee, 
because she knows all of his jokes. He 
said at times his wife almost cringes at 
the site of the rotary phone.

“With these people, what I tell them 
is because my wife and I have been 
married for so long, we know what 
each other’s thinking before we say 
it. My wife ... knows all of my material. 
I can still make her laugh good and 
her me, but it’s just tougher to make us 
laugh all the time,” Coffey said. “When 
I meet new people, I say they don’t 
know any of my material. I’m starting 
over.”

Coffey said much of that comedic 
material comes from long hours in a 
tractor. During one of those tractor 
trips on his Charleston farmland, Coffey 
said he had the idea to gut the rotary 
phone that hung in his shed and turn it 
into a prop.

Coffey said he first brought the 
phone out in public on Oct. 18, 2012. 

That day he visited American Realty in 
Charleston and received some of the 
same reactions he does eight years 
later.

Farming and funny business are not 
the only focuses in Coffey’s life. Family, 
faith and fitness are all key to the Cof-
feys’ lifestyle.

Coffey and his wife spend much of 
their time working with the youth of 
their church, New Life Fellowship in 
Terre Haute. At any given time, Coffey 
said he and Marylee teach 65 to 100 
kids at the church.

Tradition is something the Coffeys 
tend to stick to. One such tradition for 
the family is an annual planking com-
petition at Christmastime.

Coffey said every member of the 
family old enough to hold a plank 
position competes each year to see 
who can hold the ab exercise pose the 
longest. This past Christmas, Coffey was 
the winner, holding his plank for over 
six minutes, beating the previous family 
record of six minutes, seven seconds.

Fitness is very important to Coffey 
and his wife. He said staying active will 
allow him to be around longer to com-
plete God’s work.

“I just do everything I can do to stay 

fit because I want to be around as 
long as I can to do my part. I want to 
be around as long as God lets me be 
around,” Coffey said.

His enthusiasm for fitness sometimes 
sneaks into his humorous chats with 
strangers who take notice of his rotary 
phone, and Coffey said he keeps a 
joke in his back pocket for such occa-
sions.

“I told them at the restaurant that my 
wife thinks I am hotter than a stove,” 
Coffey said with a laugh.

Family and a good work ethic are at 
the core of the Coffeys’ values, Coffey 
said. His son helps him farm, and the 
Coffeys see their nine grandchildren on 
a regular basis.

Coffey said his children grew up 
working small jobs on their family farm 
in order to teach them what a hard 
day’s work looks like. He said starting 
out, his family did not have much by 
means of finances or possessions, but 
through faith and perseverance, Cof-
fey said he has been able to give his 
family a decent life.

Though his life’s accomplishments 
and his ability to get a smile out of 
a stranger is noted by his family and 
friends, Coffey said he does not want 
the recognition for his kind acts.

“I don’t need anything. Give God 
the credit for all of our accomplish-
ments,” Coffey said. “I feel uncomfort-
able with people complimenting me. I 
feel uncomfortable about it because I 
don’t need that.”
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*For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult 
your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power 
(HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or 

recommended practices. Optional equipment may be shown. 
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2016

www.kubota.com

We are driven. 
We are Kubota.

RTV-X900 Utility Vehicle
• 21.6 HP* Kubota Diesel Engine
• Exclusive Variable Hydro Transmission
• Front and Rear Independent Suspension

Standard L Series Compact Tractors
• 24.8 to 47.3 HP* Kubota Diesel Engines
• Powerful Transmission Options
• High Quality, Versatile and Affordable

BX Series Sub-Compact Tractors
• 18 to 25.5 HP* Kubota Diesel Engines
• Hydrostatic Power Steering and 4WD
• Category I 3-Point Hitch for Performance-Matched Attachments 

M6 Series Mid-Size Ag Tractors
• 104.5 to 141.4 HP* Kubota Diesel Engines
• Exclusive Bevel-Gear Front Axle for Easy Handling and Maneuverability
• Climate-Controlled, Grand X Cab with Ample Head and Legroom

BLUFF EQUIPMENT, INC.
US HIGHWAY 40 EAST

VANDALIA, ILLINOIS 62471
618-283-3277

1090 US Highway 40 
Vandalia, IL 62471 

Phone: (618) 283-3277

Don’t Sweat It.

©CARRIER CORPORATION 2/2014. A unit of  United Technologies Corporation. Stock symbol UTX.

COMFORTABLE, 
EVEN TEMPERATURES

COOLING
EFFICIENCY 

UP TO 
21 SEER

LOWER 
SUMMER 
HUMIDITY

Stay Comfortable With Carrier.
Enjoy greater comfort and energy efficiency with a home comfort system from Carrier. With a parts limited 
warranty of  up to 10 years and efficiency ratings of  up to 21 SEER, Carrier® Infinity® systems offer reliable 
solutions for your family’s home cooling needs. For more complete comfort and greater peace of  mind, 
turn to the experts at Carrier.  

To find the system that’s right for you, contact your local Carrier dealer.

318 W. Jefferson Ave.
Effingham

www.probstrefrigeration.net

(217) 342-6441
Hours: Monday-Friday 

7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - Noon

Trust Your Home To Expert Care!

Call Today 
For A Quote!

Locally Owned & 
Operated For  
Over 30 Years

Don’t Sweat It.

©CARRIER CORPORATION 2/2014. A unit of  United Technologies Corporation. Stock symbol UTX.

COMFORTABLE, 
EVEN TEMPERATURES

COOLING
EFFICIENCY 

UP TO 
21 SEER

LOWER 
SUMMER 
HUMIDITY

Stay Comfortable With Carrier.
Enjoy greater comfort and energy efficiency with a home comfort system from Carrier. With a parts limited 
warranty of  up to 10 years and efficiency ratings of  up to 21 SEER, Carrier® Infinity® systems offer reliable 
solutions for your family’s home cooling needs. For more complete comfort and greater peace of  mind, 
turn to the experts at Carrier.  

To find the system that’s right for you, contact your local Carrier dealer.



SPRING 2020 • EFFINGHAM  |  13   12  |  EFFINGHAM • SPRING 2020

CRYSTAL REED
EFFINGHAM MAGAZINE

A local ministry, run by volunteers 
and dedicated to helping those 
in need, is celebrating 50 years 

this year.
FISH was founded in 1970 in Effing-

ham and has been serving the county 
with no paid people for the duration of 
its existence. 

Susan Elke, the organization’s presi-
dent, said FISH has about 300 volun-
teers who help institute the various 
ministries.

FISH was started by three women 
in Effingham County – Nancy Deters, 
Mary Ellen Rauch and Jennie Swan-
son. The effort started when one of the 
local churches called with someone 
needing help getting to a medical ap-
pointment.

In the early days, the founders 

worked out of their houses and in some 
cases would check on people daily. 

They created Project Reassurance, 
a daily telephone checking system 
in which a person would call a FISH 
line daily to report their well being. A 
volunteer at the hospital would then 
check their name off a list of those 
enrolled in the free program, such as 
the elderly. If no call was received, a 
FISH volunteer would be contacted to 
investigate. The 24-hour hotline also 
served as an answering service, linking 
callers in need of any FISH service with 
volunteers who can help.

People would drop off clothes at the 
homes, as well as donate toys for the 
Christmas store.

 In 1997, the FISH operating budget 
established a line item that would al-
locate money toward the purchase 
or rent of a warehouse facility. In the 
first quarter of 1997, FISH was awarded 

$20,000 from the George Kluthe Trust 
Fund, which became seed money.

 The City of Effingham agreed to 
lease land to FISH at a reasonable rate. 
The Building Committee approached 
Habitat For Humanity to serve as the 
general contractor for the new ware-
house. 

Construction on the FISH Service 
Center began in September 1997. 

In October 1997, a fundraising cam-
paign was kicked off with a completion 
date of December. More than $50,000 
was raised. 

The FISH Service Center was dedi-
cated in June 1998.  The service center 
is 4,800 square feet and located at 708 
South Linden Street. 

Today the organization has a wide 
variety of outreaches.

One of those is Meals on Wheels. 
Around 60 FISH volunteers deliver 
special diet meals prepared at HSHS St. 

Anthony’s Memorial Hospital to medi-
cally referred clients every weekday. 

FISH’s largest expenditure is emer-
gency services. Those services include 
housing, assistance with energy bills, 
food and medication. Elke said FISH 
generally will guide people to sources 
that receive government money, but if 
their needs cannot be met, they will try 
and help. The service is only provided 
to those in need once a year.

Another service is the Clothes Closet, 
which is free to those in need every 90 
days, but a person must qualify. The 
organization serves 300-400 people per 
year through this outreach.

Around the holidays, FISH provides 
a community Thanksgiving Day dinner 
that is open to all in the county. Usually, 
about 100 people volunteer for the 
event. In 2019, FISH served over 650 
meals with 430 delivered and over 220 
attending the church site, including 
volunteers. 

FISH also provides transportation. The 
organization has a van and SUV volun-
teers use to drive clients to medical ap-
pointments locally and long distance. 
They travel to St. Louis, Springfield, 
Decatur, Champaign and elsewhere. 
They also give vouchers to people 
who have their own vehicle but need 
gas to get to their appointments. Elke 
said transportation assistance is one of 
the organization’s biggest needs. The 

vehicles travel about 9,000 miles in a 
three-month period.

 FISH also helps get children ready for 
school. The organization gives school 
supplies to children entering kindergar-
ten through eighth grade who are in 
need in Effingham County. Each child 
gets a new backpack, shoe voucher, 
toothbrush and toothpaste, required 
scientific calendar in sixth grade and 
other required supplies. In 2019, FISH 
served 280 students. 

FISH has a long tradition of help-
ing brighten the holidays for families 
in need through its Christmas store. 
Last Christmas FISH served 300 seniors 
and disabled with a bag of food, a 
stocking and a $10 gift card. Also, 
they were able to come to the FISH 
Clothes Closet to “shop” for clothes 
and housewares. The store served 262 
families with food and clothing and 672 
children with toys.

 A newer holiday tradition the organi-
zation has started marked its third year 
in 2019. FISH’s countywide Christmas 
Day Dinner served over 600 meals and 
delivered more than 400 with the help 
of 70-80 volunteers.

 FISH also has a parking lot giveaway 
twice a year. Elke said that they usually 
have around 80 tall kitchen bags filled 
with items FISH has on hand for that 
particular giveaway and it is open to 
everyone.

 FISH lost one of its most dedicated 
volunteers Harold Heth, who died ear-
lier this year.

Heth had been delivering meals 
since the early 1990s and provided 
24/7 emergency services to those in 
need. Elke said Heth did everything for 
the organization, even if it wasn’t part 
of his normal duties. 

“He was very giving,” she said. “He 
would know a lot of the situations and 
try to help people out.” 

Besides being a volunteer, Heth was 
a veteran and did a lot of stuff under 
the radar, Elke said. 

“He was my best friend,” said Elke. 
Elke said the organization mainly 

thrives on donations of money and 
items such as clothing, furniture and 
housewares.

“What we have is what is donated 
except for the Christmas store when 
toys are bought,” she said. 

The organization also receives fund-
ing for school supplies through a United 
Way grant and funding for utilities 
through the Cobalt Trust.

As part of their 50-year celebration, 
FISH has a goal of raising $50,000.

“If every resident in the county gave 
$1 that would be $34,000,” Elke said.

On June 20, FISH will celebrate its 
50th anniversary with a carnival on the 
square in Effingham.

FISH has served the community 
for 50 years

Kaitlin Cordes photo
Volunteers serve a line of com-
munity members during the annual 
Effingham County FISH Thanksgiving 
Dinner at St. Anthony Parish Center. 

Charles Mills photo
Volunteer Rebecca Holste, left, and Effingham 
County FISH Human Services Co-President Susan 
Elke, right, sort out meals Christmas day morning in 
the Sacred Heart Parish Center in Effingham. Chrystal Reed photo

Dennis Bushur, Cathy Freimuth and Kathy Bushur volunteer at the 2019 Christmas Day Dinner organized 
by FISH. 
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CHARLES MILLS
EFFINGHAM MAGAZINE

Rotarians from central Illinois 
gathered at the Thelma Keller 
Convention Center in Effing-

ham on Feb. 1 to help the Noon 
Rotary Club celebrate 100 years of 

service to the community.
The local chapter got its start with 

Benjamin F. Kagay, who came up with 
the idea to organize a Rotary Club in 
Effingham after attending a Rotary 
club meeting in Chicago in 1919. 

Effingham Noon Rotary was officially 
chartered as a Rotary International 

organization on Feb. 1, 1920, and 
sponsored by the Decatur, Illinois, 
Rotary Club. Its first weekly luncheon 
meeting was held Feb. 11, 1920, at 
the Raleigh Hotel.

Members of the Effingham orga-
nization at the time the club was 
chartered were Kagay, president; 
Henry B. Wernsing, vice president; Dr. 
E.L. Damron, secretary; Fred M. Vane, 
treasurer; Dr. C.E. Bellchamber; Lewis 
H. Bissel; Lester P. Brewer; C.L. Fisher; 
Byron K. LeCrone; Herbert J. Rueker; 
I.H. Schulte; W.J. Sullivan; H.A. Under-
riner; Fred C. Wenthe; David L. Wright; 
and Charles J. Moritz.

The Effingham Noon Rotary club 
was instrumental in establishing 
regional clubs including Centralia, 
1920; Mattoon, 1921; Flora, 1922; 
Shelbyville, 1922; Olney, 1922; Rob-
inson, 1924; Casey, 1925; Vandalia, 
1925; Newton, 1925; Salem, 1927; 
Oblong, 1928; and Charleston, 1928. 
The Effingham Sunrise Rotary Club 
began in 1994.

Effingham Noon Rotary President 
Dr. William F. Sargent was presented 
on Feb. 4, 1970, a proclamation from 
then Effingham Mayor L. Keller creat-
ing an official Rotary Day that kicked 
off a month of planned festivities 
observing the 50th anniversary of its 
charter on Feb. 1, 1970.

The presentation was made during 
a breakfast at the Holiday Inn. Ed 
Howard was in charge of the pro-
gram during the special breakfast, 
which had the theme “Things that 
were happening in 1920.”

Four women were invited to join the 
Effingham Rotary club for the first time 
in 1987. They were Jo Ann McNaugh-
ton-Kade, Saralee Griffith, Cheryl 
Compton and Marilyn Purcell. Today, 
the Effingham Noon Rotary Club’s 
president is Beverly Soltwedel. 

The club’s current membership 
and Rotary members from surround-
ing communities listened to keynote 
speaker Rotary International President 
Mark Maloney of Decatur, Alabama, 
at the special 100th anniversary 
meeting on Feb. 1.

Maloney isn’t a stranger to the 
state of Illinois. He was raised in the 
Popcorn Capital of the World, Ridge-
way, located east of Marion and 
north of Equality.

“It’s great to be here in Effingham, 
Illinois,” Maloney said.

Maloney said that day marked the 
second time he visited Effingham in 
the past 12 months.

“In my youth, I would pass through 
Effingham on the way to the Univer-
sity of Illinois in Champaign,” he said.

Maloney said he enjoys traveling to 
different Rotary clubs in the U.S. and 
internationally with his position. This 
year marks the 115th year of Rotary 
International.

Maloney noted another Rotary club 
celebrating the century mark this 
year is Rotary Club of Calcutta.

“They were the first club in India 
and the first club in all of south Asia,” 
said Maloney. “And I will be there for 
their centennial.”

Maloney also noted that eight 
clubs in England will celebrate their 
centennials this year. He said with 
over 235 club centennials last year, 
he wasn’t able to attend all of them.

“We are moving into a time when 
Rotary’s growth is more rapid,” Malo-
ney said.

Maloney said Rotary started with 
only four members in Chicago and 
has grown into an organization with 
clubs in nearly every country of the 
world, boasting more than 1.2 million 
members.

“And that’s what we are here to 
celebrate, not the founding of this 
club or the nice round number of 
years passed.” Maloney said. “We 
are here to celebrate everything 
this club has achieved since Feb. 1, 
1920.”

“Everything the Rotary Club of 
Effingham has done in the interven-
ing 100 years to make Effingham, the 
United States and the world a better 
place,” he said.

Maloney said a Rotary anniversary 
is an opportunity to look back over 
time.

“Each individual act of service 
can sometimes seem insignificant,” 

he said. “But when you multiply all 
of those acts by all Rotarians over 
all of those years, then you add 
them together with all of the tens of 
thousands of clubs around the world 
throughout their histories, you start to 
realize the kind of impact that 
every one of us can be a part of.”

Some of the community service 
projects of Noon Rotary over the 
years has included providing trees for 
Harmony Playground; fundraising for 
CEFS Headstart; a dictionary program 
for third grade students in Effingham 
County; Meals on Wheels; a pavilion 
at Community Park; sponsorship of 
several area Rotary clubs, including 
Vandalia, Salem and Flora; projects 
in Guatemala; being a co-sponsor of 
Fourth of July fireworks in Effingham; 
and sponsorship of a Rotary club in 
Uganda.

Also making a presentation during 
the event was Rotary International 
District 6490 Governor Julie Dobski. 
Effingham has had four past district 
governors — Harry S. Parker, 1926; 
Lowell D. Samuel, 1956; Howard S. 
Parker, 1968; and Ronald R. Schettler 
in 2011.

Several local Rotarians have 
received Paul Harris Fellow Awards, 
including Noon Rotary President Bev-
erly Soltwedel, Monte Bartels, Charlie 
Brumleve, Don Dawkins, Kaye Dent, 
Ron Diehl, Robert Fergus, Tom Hen-
derson, Lois Hoene, John Kay, Norma 
Lansing, Russ Marvel, Larry O’Dell, 
Dick Rhodes, David Ring, Gregg 
Sapp, Ron Schettler, Mike Schmidt, 
Tonya Siner, Mark Wildbur, Amanda 
Williamson and Debbie Womack. The 
award is named after Rotary founder 
Paul Harris.

Noon Rotary 
celebrates 100 years

Charles Mills photos
The Effingham Noon Rotary Club celebrated 100 years of service to the Effingham Community on Feb.1 
at the Thelma Keller Convention Center. From left are Rotary International Zone 30 and 31 Director Floyd 
Lancia, Rotary International President Mark Maloney, Noon Rotary Club President Beverly Soltwedel and 
Rotary International District 6490 Governor Julie Dobski. 
Left: Rotary International Zone 30 and 31 Director Floyd Lancia makes a presentation Feb. 1 at the 
Thelma Keller Convention Center recognizing Noon Rotary Club’s 100 years of service to the community. 
Bottom: Rotary International President Mark Maloney of Decatur, Alabama, was keynote speaker for 
Noon Rotary Club’s 100th celebration at the Thelma Keller Convention Center on Feb. 1. 

“Everything the Rotary Club of Effingham has done 
in the intervening 100 years to make 

Effingham, the United States and the world 
a better place.” 

Mark Maloney
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A newly constructed house in 
Beecher City is all about curves.

Its walls and roof arch upward 
like a barn, with a wall of windows that 
give it an outdoor/indoor feel.

Tony Schlanser and his brother, Bob, 
of Houston, built the home and are 
planning more just like it. The duo were 
born in Effingham and grew up on a 
dairy farm north of Beecher City.

“We are kind of used to hard work,” 
Tony Schlanser said.

The new 1,700-square-foot three-
bedroom, 2 1/2-bathroom house the 
Schlanser brothers built is similar to the 
home Tony Schlanser built in the 1980s 
after salvaging an old barn.

“That was the seed for the structure 
of this house,” Schlanser said. “We re-
ally like the arched roof look. We really 
think it’s a unique structure.” 

The house features radiant heat and 
looks similar to an A-frame home with 
a more smooth and refined barn-style 
arched architecture.

“Everything is on a curve,” Bob 
Schlanser said. “We’re like the school 
teacher who grades on a curve. We 
build on a curve and they grade on a 
curve.”

Bob Schlanser said it was quite a 
challenge to get the upper portions of 
the walls to curve with the arch of the 
structure.

“We built this on a concrete pad 
with radiant heat that heats the floor,” 
Tony Schlanser said. “We also have an 
electric furnace backup.”

Schlanser said piping goes into the 
concrete in a series of loops that heats 
the floor and makes more comfortable 

HOME & GARDEN

Unusual architecture 
distinguishes 

Beecher City home

Charles Mills photos
Shown is a 1,700 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath home 
with a two-car garage built by Tony and Bob 
Schlanser. 
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Tony Schlanser, left, and his brother Bob Schlanser, 
right, built a barn-style 1,700 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 ½ 
bath home in Beecher City. 

heat. 
“You’re heating the concrete mass,” 

Schlanser said. “It’s on-demand type 
heating. You heat the water and the 
energy is stored in the mass of the 
concrete.”

Schlanser said it could be easily 
coupled with a solar-powered system. 
He said the lot where the house is lo-
cated has plenty of extra room for solar 
panels.

“We both have solar systems in our 
personal houses,” Bob Schlanser said. 
“Our idea was to make this the model 
house and build some more if anyone 
had any interest.”

“This is an all-electric house and it’s 
our hope whoever buys this house uses 
photoelectric panels,” Tony Schlanser 
said. 

“It is also set up if someone wanted 
to use gas,” Bob Schlanser added. 

Tony Schlanser said he and his 
brother decided to build the house 
because they were both retired and 
had an interest in building something 
unusual. Schlanser owned a small 
rental company utilizing his construc-
tion skills. He also worked for a fertilizer 

company and Exxon Oil as a techni-
cian/operator.

“I went to Eastern Illinois University to 
study alternate energy systems,” Tony 
Schlanser said. “There was a big push in 
the ‘70s for geothermal and then it was 

ignored for a period of time.”
“And now it’s starting to resurface,” 

Schlanser added.
Bob Schlanser worked for Hewlett-

Packard for 27 years before retiring six 
years ago. After retirement, he be-
came interested in solar panels and 
house building.

“Since I lived in Houston, Texas, we 
would work on it intermittently,” Bob 
Schlanser said. “I would come home 
for a couple months in the summer 
and throughout the year I would come 
when I could.”

The house features one bedroom 
on ground level and two upstairs. The 
ground level of the home was built to 
be wheelchair accessible. There is also 
a wide door entryway leading from the 
bedroom to the bathroom. 

“All the doorways are 36 inches 
wide,” Bob Schlanser said. 

“A senior person could live on the first 
level pretty easily,” Tony Schlanser said. 

Leading up to the second floor of the 
home is a custom-made railing. 

One bedroom on the upper lever is 
large enough to be used as a mas-
ter bedroom while another bedroom 

Top: Tricia Schlanser in the kitchen of a new 
home built by her husband Tony Schlanser and his 
brother Bob Schlanser of Houston, Texas. 
Above: Curved paneling follows the arched barn-
style architecture of a Beecher City house. 
Right: Special radiant windows in the Schlanser 
house generate 10-15 degrees more heat in the 
winter. The windows help light the living and dining 
rooms during the day. 



SPRING 2020 • EFFINGHAM  |  21   20  |  EFFINGHAM • SPRING 2020

Fresh Plants Are 
Arriving In April!

• Home Decor 
• Wind Chimes 
• Spring Wreaths 
• Garden Flags
• Outdoor Mats
• Outdoor Angels  
• Decorative  Lanterns 
• Cemetery Flowers
• Memory Stones
• Wet Steps 
• Perennials & Annuals 
• Shrubs & Trees

Visit Our New Spring & Summer 
Home & Garden Showroom

910 W. Evergreen Ave. | Effingham IL
217-342-2579 | www.effinghamlandscaping.com 
Hours: M-F 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Heartland Landscaping, Inc.

could be used as an office with a glass 
pocket door that has a view of the 
outside through several passive solar 
windows.

Bob Schlanser said the passive solar 
windows generate heat in the living 
room during the winter months and 
a new owner might consider louver 
system during the summer months 
to reduce heat gain throughout the 
home.

“You get a lot of heat gain from 
those windows in the wintertime,” Bob 
Schlanser said. “When there is a sunny 
day out, it makes the house 10-15 de-
grees warmer.”

The kitchen area is located on the 
first floor. It includes a dual sink, large 
pantry storage area, kitchen island, 
cabinetry and raised breakfast bar din-
ing counter. 

Panels were bent to create a round-
ed cathedral-style look to the interior 
walls. Interior lights are strategically 
hidden in the wood trim at the base 
of the curved wall panels that can be 
used as mood lighting to illuminate 
and accent the wall panels during the 
evening hours. There are four interior 
mood lighting options available, all 
controlled by a master switch.

A spacious two-car garage is built 
into the rear of the home, allowing for 
easy access to the first floor. Light sen-
sors on the exterior of the house trigger 
sidewalk lighting, and there is lighting 
around the exterior of the house. 

Schlanser said Beecher City is in 
need of new home construction.

“In general, there is no new construc-
tion in Beecher City,” Schlanser said. 
“Career people trying to relocate to 
Beecher City have to look elsewhere 
for housing.”

Tony Schlanser said one of the many 
features of the house is its close prox-
imity to Beecher City Grade School, 
which received an exemplary rating 
from the Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion. It is the highest rating a grade 
school can receive. 

Schlanser said the house also is lo-
cated within the Tri-County Fire Protec-
tion District .

“There is a lot of community spirit 
here that is not recognized,” Bob Sch-
lanser said.

Top: Shown is a custom-made railing in the barn- 
style house built by Tony and Bob Schlanser. 
Right: Shown is the dining area in the new house.

Shown is a bathroom on the second floor of 
the Beecher City house built by Tony and Bob 
Schlanser. 
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Times have changed. Today it 
takes two incomes to meet the 
family budget and sometimes 

cooking dinner for the family every day 
is not a practical option. 

A local woman has found a solution 
for the home-cooked meal without all 
the prep work.

Allie Weber created Modern Family 
Dinners from an idea she brought back 
to Illinois from her sister, Toni Lesak, who 
lives in southern Georgia. Modern Fam-
ily Dinners offers prepared meals that 
can be easily heated in the oven and 
served.

“It’s for busy families,” Weber said. 
“Now that both parents are working 
and kids are involved with so many ac-
tivities by the time you get home, there 
is no time left to do the prep, cooking 
and dishes.”

After witnessing the response her 
sister was getting during Lesak’s first 

two years in business, Weber decided 
to try it herself. Weber spent five days 
in southern Georgia helping her sister 
before she started selling her dinners in 
mid-July of last year. 

“She was having a lot of success with 
this,” Weber said. “And I knew this is 
something I wanted to do.”

Weber offers two size options – a din-
ner for two and a dinner for six. Modern 
Family Dinners offers a full meal dinner 
for two for $18 and dinner for six is $35. 
Every week Weber tries to offer a differ-
ent menu.

“I do two side options with every 
meal,” Weber said. “I think it’s fun to 
cook. And it’s really serving a need in 
the community.”

Weber said her clientele is 50 percent 
families while the other half is retirees.

“There is something for everyone,” 
Weber said. 

Weber posts two menus online - one 
for the current week and another for 
the following week - on her website 
modernfamilydinners.com.

“Everything is ordered online,” Weber 
said. “I recently put an iPad in my store 
in Effingham. That way, if you walk in 
on Saturday, I can help you place your 
order.”

Weber said all weekly meal orders 
need to be placed by Tuesday at 2 
p.m. and are available for pickup in 
either Effingham or Neoga. Effingham 
hours are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday or Monday 4-6 p.m. Ordered 
meals can be picked up at 207 North 
Fourth Street in downtown Effingham. 
Pickup in Neoga is Saturday morning 
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at 641 West Sixth 
Street at the former grade school caf-
eteria located in back of the building. 

“Also, if you’re coming to Effingham 
for work and live in Altamont, Newton, 
Dieterich, Olney, Flora or live in the 
surrounding area, you can pick up on 
Monday,” Weber said. 

“The meals that you pick up are 
good through Thursday,” Weber said. “I 
cook on Friday and they are good for 
seven days.”

She cooks her meals in the former 
grade school kitchen now owned by 
the City of Neoga. 

“Being from Neoga, I knew this build-
ing was unoccupied,” Weber said. “I 
stopped in the city office and dis-
cussed it with them and found out the 
kitchen was not being used.”

“I rent the kitchen and the cafeteria 
from the city,” Weber said. 

Weber said her meals come either 
refrigerated or frozen. Frozen meals 
expire in 90 days. 

“We cook everything properly to 
temperature,” Weber said. “And then 
you follow the reheating instructions.”

“The refrigerated meals take about 
30 minutes to reheat,” Weber said. 
“Frozen options take as long as 90 min-
utes to prepare.”

She has two employees working 
for her, Dawn Heuerman and Karen 
Deters.

Weber has a regular routine every 
week. On Monday, she tries recipes 
and decides whether they are good 
enough to be on the menu. Weber 
manages her website on Tuesday, tal-
lies her orders and develops a grocery 
list. She picks up groceries on Wednes-

day. On Wednesday and Thursday, 
they make the frozen meals and dedi-
cate Friday to cooking the refrigerated 
ones.

“Growing up, I always enjoyed cook-
ing and grocery shopping,” Weber 
said.

Weber grew up in the Neoga area 
on the Walk family farm, went to grade 
school in Sigel and was a member of 
the 2004 Neoga High School graduat-
ing class.

After she received a bachelor’s de-
gree in Agribusiness from the University 
of Illinois Champaign, Weber entered 
a management training program with 
Nestlé, working in Bloomington and 
Gaffney, South Carolina, in production 
and Los Angeles in corporate purchas-
ing. Her husband, Brandon, is an Effing-
ham native.

“It was time to relocate again in the 
program,” Weber said. “So, we decid-
ed to move home at the end of 2012.”

Weber took a position at Walk Stock 
Farm, where she was raised. She served 
as ween-to-finish off-site operations 
manager before devoting all of her 
time to Modern Family Dinners.

FOOD & DRINK

Charles Mills photos
Above: Monterey Chicken Breast with Rich n’ 
Cheesy Macaroni is just one example of a dinner 
item offered by Modern Family Dinners. There is a 
new menu every week with a variety of choices. 
Right: Modern Family Dinners Owner Allie Weber 
prepares chives and peppers before cooking one 
of her dinners in the former Neoga grade school 
kitchen.

Dinners for the modern family
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YOUR CHOICE.

There’s never been a better time to 
become an Effingham County Chamber 
of Commerce Member. Join today and 
take advantage of a wide variety of 
business-building resources, support and 
marketing opportunities. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
US TODAY AT (217) 342-4147

Allie Weber chops chives in preparation of making 
a meal for Modern Family Dinners.



W.E.T. Pools & Spas
East Rickelman Ave., Effingham

(West of Pilot Truck Stop)

217-347-3450
 www.wetpoolsandspas.net

THE TRUSTED POOL 
CARE EXPERT

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1996 Doug Thoele, Owner

Plan Now For Your Summer 
Backyard Adventure!
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An Effingham nurse practitioner 
has opened her own practice, 
a first of its kind for the area.

Gentle Care Consultants LLC is a 
new independent medical practice 
owned by Shelly Kuhns. It’s located 
at 2201 North Willenborg St., Suite 1 in 
Effingham.

Kuhns has been a nurse for 30 years. 
She earned her advanced practice 
license in 2010 and is a hospitalist and 
neurology advanced practice nurse. 
She has been a part of the hospitalist 
group at Carle Foundation Hospital, 
Sarah Bush and HSHS St. Anthony’s Me-
morial Hospital during her career.

Two years ago Illinois passed an inde-
pendent practice bill for experienced 
advanced practice nurses. Last year 
Kuhns submitted her application. She 
was granted a license with full practice 
authority in July from the State of Illinois, 
allowing her to practice on her own 
with limited oversight.

“This isn’t something new,” Kuhns 
said. “There are 21 states that allow 
independent practice for experienced 
advanced practice nurses. You can’t 
start a practice right after finishing 
school. You have to have experience 
as well.”

“However, we are the first in Eff-
ingham,” Kuhns said. “So I guess you 
could say it is novel for the Effingham 
area.”

Kuhns has a consulting doctor that 
she works with when necessary. How-
ever, she can write prescription orders, 
diagnose and treat patients. She said 
she is required to have a consulting 
doctor on record, and she reaches out 

to the doctor once a month.
“I was thinking about retiring, be-

cause I’m kind of busy with my kids, 
farm and school board responsibilities,” 
Kuhns said.  Kuhns is president of the 
Altamont Unit 10 school board. 

However, Kuhns still wanted to con-
tinue using her health education and 
experience that she had invested. 

Her husband, Stan Kuhns, gave her 
the idea to start her own practice and 
see the kind of patients she wants to 
see.

“It’s really been a goal of mine for 
a long time to help the community,” 
Kuhns said. “With the kind of jobs I’ve 
had, I’ve had to work away from the 
area.”

Kuhns said Gentle Care Consultants 
offers primary mental health, complex 
care coordination and family and 
caregiver assistance. 

“We work for the underserved popu-
lation,” Kuhns said. “We are a low-
volume practice. I only see about six 
to eight patients a week and we have 
long appointments.”

“Our goal is to fill the voids that we 
know exist in the community,” Kuhns 
said. 

She said she only sees patients three 
days a week by appointment.

“Appointments are about an hour 
long,” Kuhns said. 

Kuhns said people who gravitate to 
her practice need more than a 15-min-
ute appointment. She sees patients 
who have complex mental heath or 
medical issues who need coordination, 
depending upon their situation.

She wanted to create a nontradition-
al practice that isn’t located near a 
medical park or clustered with a group 
of other medical offices.

“We do have medical equipment 
like blood pressure cuffs and stetho-
scopes, but we’ve hidden all of that 
and wanted to make it look like a wel-
coming non-threatening environment,” 
Kuhns said. “

“Hopefully, we have designed this 
place to be more warm and inviting,” 
Kuhns said. “My goal was to create a 
space where people would come and 
take care of themselves and not feel 
threatened by health care.”

Working in the office with Kuhns is 
Tina Kasdorf, a licensed environmental 
health practitioner.

“I worked for the State of Illinois 
inspecting nursing homes for 27 years,” 
Kasdorf said. 

Kasdorf has a master’s degree in 
Health Education from Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale and received 
her Bachelor of Arts  in Environmental 
Heath Science from Indiana State 
University.

During a time when she inspected 
facilities for the State of Illinois, she 
worked closely with a group of nurses. 
Prior to her career in long-term care, 
Kasdorf worked at the Jackson County 
Health Department. 

“A majority of my work was institu-
tional sanitation,” Kasdorf said.

Kasdorf said her 27 years in long-term 
care included infection control, food 
safety, looking at geriatrics in regards 
to medication, looking at residents 
physical and mental environment.

Kuhns and Kasdorf met through their 
children, who attended school togeth-
er. When Kuhns was thinking about 
starting an independent practice, she 
tapped Kasdorf to be her clinic coor-
dinator. 

“We decided our skills fit together 
pretty well, especially with my experi-
ence with geriatrics and it gives me the 
opportunity to use my health educa-
tion degree,” Kasdorf said. 

“I am here to help folks plan their ag-
ing,” Kasdorf said. 

Kasdorf said she can help clients 

make decisions on whether an aging 
parent should stay in their home or 
seek long-term care. 

“I look at what kind of environment 
they envision themselves being in as 
they age,” Kasdorf said. “We also 
look at what adjustments that can be 
made of their physical surroundings. 
Then, attempting to get their family on 
the same page.”

“Some elders don’t want to be a 
burden to their family, so they want to 
make some plans … and not just wait 
to the point they are not able to that 
leaves family members to make deci-
sions for them,” Kasdorf said. 

With her long-term care experi-
ence, Kasdorf said she wants to be the 
person someone reaches out to when 
they don’t know what to do when their 
parent or loved one is in a long-term 
nursing facility and possibly needs to 
be monitored.

Kasdorf said in doing research online, 
she discovered people were hiring pri-
vate detectives to monitor their loved 
one in a long-term care facility to 
check for abuse. While Kasdorf isn’t a 
private detective, she has experience 

with the operations of a long-term care 
facility. 

That’s when she came up with the 
idea of offering her knowledge and 
experience professionally. 

“I’m able to go in, look at that fam-
ily member’s surroundings, see how 
they are doing,” Kasdorf said. “I can 
then talk to Shelly about their physical 
condition and medications they are 
taking.”

Kasdorf said she could help families 
who have to leave for vacation, move 
out of town or have a family member 
living away from the Effingham area. 
Kasdorf said she could visit their family 
members in long-term care while they 
are away from home and report back 
to them.

“And since I have a lot of experi-
ence in long-term care, I know who 
to go talk to at a facility or talk to their 
physician depending upon the situa-
tion,” Kasdorf said. “I just thought that 
would be a service people would be 
interested in.”

For more information or to make an 
appointment at Gentle Care Consul-
tants call 217-722-1896.

HEALTH & FITNESS

Nurse practitioner 
opens 
Effingham 
office

Charles Mills photos
Tina Kasdorf, MSed, left, and Shelly Kuhns, MSN, APRN-FPA, CCNS, right, are Gentle Care Consultants, LLC 
of Effingham. 

Gentle Care Consultants, LLC is located in the same building as Agracel, Inc. at 2201 North Willenborg 
Street, Suite 1, Effingham. 

“Our goal is to fill the 
voids that we know 

exist in the community.” 
Shelly Kuhns



SPRING 2020 • EFFINGHAM  |  27   

DAWN SCHABBING

 Ann Deters has been described by 
her family as competitive, hard-work-
ing, giving and kind. Her siblings point 
to her competitive and caring na-
ture, while her children say they have 
learned from her to never give up. 

To the community, she exhibits all 
those qualities and more. 

Letters nominating Ann for the 2020 
Effingham Daily News Citizen of the 
Year describe her as not only giving 
and kind, but someone who works 
for the betterment of a community, 
the county, the country and even the 
world. 

When the Effingham resident re-
ceived the honor at the Effingham 
County Chamber of Commerce gala, 
she told the crowd that together more 
good things could come for the com-
munity. 

2020 
Effingham 
Daily News 
Citizen of 
the Year

Ann 
Deters

Entrepreneur 
Mentor 
Giver

Chet Piotrowski Jr. photo/Piotrowski Studios
Ann Deters poses with the Citizen of the Year 
award at the 2020 Effingham County Chamber 
of Commerce Business Recognition Gala at the 
Thelma Keller Convention Center.

“We have so many things going 
for us in this community and we can 
continue to do great, great things,” she 
said. 

Surprised by the announcement, 
Ann quickly turned her thoughts to her 
mother, Fran Schultz, who was given 
the same honor in 2007. Her mother 
had a big heart and always wanted to 
help those in need, she recalled. 

“It’s often said that success in life 
is about choosing the right parents,” 
said Ann. “My life is a reflection of this. 
Sharing this award with my mother is an 
honor and a privilege as it allows me to 
continue her legacy.

Success can be found in all facets 
of Ann’s life. She’s a wife to Dennis, 
mother of five – Jeff, 31; Neal, 29; Scott, 
26; Alex, 20; and Caroline, 17 – and the 
CEO of Vantage Outsourcing, a cata-
ract surgical service provider based in 
Effingham, which provides services in 
30 states.

She still finds time to serve on a num-
ber of boards, both nonprofit and for-
profit. With all her endeavors, there’s 
no signs of her slowing down.

“I’m energized to do more,” said 
Ann. “It’s best to look at what you can 
do to make someone else’s life better. 
The more you can look out, as op-
posed to in, the more meaningful your 
life becomes.”

She adheres to the advice of an-
other Citizen of the Year, the late Craig 
Lindvahl, who was bestowed the honor 
in 2015.

“Craig always said, ‘Wake up every 
morning and figure out how you can 
make someone else’s life better.’” Ann 
was noted by several to be a natural 
leader, even at a young age. Today 
as the CEO of her own company, she 
is driven and dedicated, contributing 
to many boards and organizations with 
which she’s involved. But it’s her altru-
ism that has made an impact on those 
who nominated her.

In his nomination letter, 2018 Citizen 
of the Year Dr. Nash Naam said Ann is 
distinguished in her kindness and her 
philosophy in giving back, namely in 
her medical missions to Mexico, Bolivia, 
El Salvador, Honduras and Haiti. Those 
missions provide more than 5,000 eye 
surgical procedures and exams, he 
described.

At home, Naam said Ann is also busy 
giving back by helping start up the 
Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities 
(CEO) program for high school students 
and being a mentor, investor, speaker 
and sponsor for the program.

In another letter, Leon and Deb 
Holschbach, also noted Ann’s work 
with the CEO program, adding she 
uses her talents, energy and accom-
plishments to pour back into others’ 
lives by also serving on boards for busi-
ness and community.

The numerous boards Ann has served 
on include AKRA Builders, Midland 
States Bank, Lake Land College and 
Court-Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) for children, finance council of 
St. Anthony Parish and schools for nine 
years, as well as numerous nonprofit 
boards in Effingham, Chicago and St. 
Louis. Ann has also served at the state 
level as a board member of the Teach-
ers Retirement Systems State of Illinois, 
2015-2017, and has served as the chair-
woman of the Board of Directors and 
president to Physician Surgery Center 
of Rolla, Missouri, 2002-2011.

“She is truly a woman of integrity and 
strong moral character who expresses 
her desire for the betterment of hu-
mankind in her own community as well 
as globally, both through her words 
and works,” wrote Jerry McDaniel in his 
nomination letter.

FAMILY 
Ann, 61, and her husband, Dennis 

Deters, 63, have known each other 
since grade school and began dating 
when Ann was a senior at Teutopolis 
High School. They married Aug. 27, 
1983, at St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Teutopolis. 

While Dennis said it was obvious early 
on Ann was the determined type, he 
had no clue she “would be the dy-
namo she is.” 

“I was struck more by her energy at 
accomplishing the goal in front of her 
– at any given task,” said Dennis. “I was 
drawn to her because she enjoyed 
all challenges of life – business, travel, 
education. She was always ready to try 
anything intriguing. She was just always 
fun to be with.” 

Dennis said Ann especially loves the 
challenge of turning the word ‘no’ into 
a ‘yes.’ She knows the approach might 
need to be different, but a determined 
and driven woman like Ann makes it 
possible, he said. She gives it her all – all 
of the time, he added. 

“She is driven to the stars, especially 
for women. And she is not afraid to 
call out the male gender who deni-
grates women. She has worked in the 
corporate world being paid less – just 
because of her gender,” he said. 

Dennis works for Vantage Outsourc-
ing as an account executive. He said 
sometimes there is a misconception 

Submitted photo
Righ: Shown is the Deters family in 2014. Front row 
are Alex, Ann, Dennis and Caroline; back row, 
Scott, Jeff and Kayla and Neil. 
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that because he’s standing next to 
Ann, he’s the CEO of the company. 

“Ann knows that a man, by nature, 
can have more physical muscle,” said 
Dennis. “But the ‘muscle’ in between 
the ears is different.” 

She also is not afraid to tackle tough 
problems, even if the topic is unpopu-
lar in her community. 

“Ann feels being involved and con-
nected to the community is impor-
tant,” said Dennis. “She recently took 
on a big project to raise awareness of 
sex trafficking in the area. The tragedy 
of sex trafficking and how prevalent 
it is in our area and surrounding areas 
is a sad fact and sad that people of 
Effingham County feel it does not hap-
pen here. Ann continually wants to 
help shut this tragic plague down in our 
society.” 

She has also strove to instill some of 
her qualities in her children. 

Her eldest child, Jeff, and youngest 
Caroline attest that some of the best 
lessons their mother gave them was 
to never give up and to reach for the 
stars. 

“My mom’s work ethic has taught 
me that one should never give up 
when things get tough,” said Jeff. “She 
taught all of us from a very young age 
that if we wanted to do anything in the 
business world that we would have to 
work hard and be willing to make the 
tough decisions.” 

Jeff said his mother is one of the best 
when it comes to being efficient, man-
aging time well and scheduling. Those 
skills came in handy with five children 
at home. 

“We used to have a big calendar in 
our house that everyone used to keep 
track of sporting events and other 
things,” said Jeff. “She in turn used this 
to keep her work calendar in sync with 

her personal life.” 
Jeff said his mother instilled in him an 

understanding that numbers matter. 
“My mom always told me that you 

have to know numbers to understand 
a business. This is why I chose to study 
finance,” he said. “She has always 
been very good at nurturing each of 
our passions for study/careers with her 
advice. She’s very quick to point out 
where each of us are successful – and 
then teaching us how to expand on 
that success.” 

He added, “Her true passion is to 
foster others around her to succeed, 
which is the true sign of a great lead-
er.” 

Caroline said her mother has been 
a great role model for her especially 
because she showed her a great ex-
ample of a successful woman. 

“She has taught me to never give up 
in what you believe in and to let your 
passions drive you to your success and 
where you want to be in life,” said the 
St. Anthony High School senior. “She 
also showed me what women now are 
able to do and able to achieve in our 
world today.” 

But mostly, Caroline said she taught 
her to live life to the fullest. 

“Laugh as much as possible and love 
what you do in everything you do,” she 
said. 

While Caroline said some may 
describe her mother as “intimidating,” 
she’s actually very friendly and one of 
the nicest people anyone could meet. 

“She is always trying to help people 
find jobs and connecting people 
together to help each other out,” said 
Caroline. “And as hard as she works for 
herself in being successful and the best 
in everything, she is still there cheering 
us on. She never gives up on anything 
she sets her mind to.” 

Younger brother Jim Schultz said his 
sister is deserving of the Citizen of the 
year recognition. 

“She does things in her own quiet, 
but assertive way,” said Jim. “When 
she’s asked to do something, she never 
does anything short of 100 percent. 
When you look at previous winners of 
this award, that’s the consistent theme: 
They put their heart, passion and spirit 
behind whatever they are going to do 

– and they get it done.” 
Deters will have an opportunity to 

share her philosophy and wisdom with 
future generations as she enters a new 
chapter in her life in 2020 – grandpar-
enting – with two babies expected in 
the early part of this year. 

GROWING UP 
Ann Schultz Deters grew up in an 

entrepreneurial family, the daughter of 
John H. and Frances C. Schultz. 

The fifth of eight children, her brother, 
Jim, describes her as “intensely com-
petitive, in a good way.” The Schultzes 
had four sons and four daughters, 
Jack, the eldest, then Jane, Joe (de-
ceased in 1972), Mary, Ann, Jim, Nancy 
and Bob. 

“Dad was quiet, but a powerful 
leader,” said Ann. “He was known as 
a ‘serial entrepreneur’ having started 
up numerous successful companies – 
AKRA Builders, Three Z Printing, Fairfield 
and Shelbyville Cable TV Company.” 

Ann said she learned plenty from 
both of her parents. 

“Dad taught us how to work, while 
Mom taught us how to love. Both 
taught us how to give back,” she said. 

Jim said his sister was always loving, 
caring and willing to help out when 
needed. 

“She was a leader growing up, 
intensely competitive in nearly every-
thing – in sports, academics – or clean-
ing the dinner table, but always in a 
good way,” said Jim. 

“She was probably the best bas-
ketball player in our neighborhood 
growing up,” recalled Jim. “But, more 
importantly, she was very loving, very 
caring, and always there to help out in 
whatever needed to be done. This still 
holds true today – and she’s still a good 
athlete.” 

Being just a year apart in school, Jim 
could see Ann’s God-given talents and 
leadership skills. 

“I could see in the friendships she 
developed, in how she interacted 
with those friends, and that she was 
class president and student council 
president – she had natural leadership 
skills,” said Jim. “When we were just 8 or 
9 years old, she’d get out on the bas-
ketball court and she’d be point guard 

and direct the team and guide us. It 
was just natural instinct for her.” 

Jim said Ann was gifted some of the 
best qualities from both their parents. 

Her mother, who became a nurse 
and later a nurse anesthetist, was con-
sidered a lifelong learner and giver to 
help make others’ lives easier. Among 
the many things her father accom-
plished was helping to build The Cross 
at the Crossroads. 

Neither of them sought recognition 
for what they did for the community. 

“My mother was always there to help 
people, but never was seeking rec-
ognition or anything,” said Jim. “It’s in 
the DNA I guess that Ann has the same 
caring and compassionate ways to 
help others. Like our parents, Ann has 
the DNA to do what is right and not 
what is to her glory, so to speak.” 

Eldest brother Jack Schultz said his 
sister has consistently stepped forward 
to help in any way she can, 

“People have recognized her leader-
ship abilities and she has continued to 
set the bar even higher. It’s a wonder-
ful recognition of the many contribu-
tions Ann has made to Effingham and 
east central Illinois.” 

Jack said he could see her competi-
tive spirit and leadership abilities from a 
very early age. 

“She excelled at tennis and other 
sports and was the only one in the fam-
ily to play a competitive sport beyond 
high school, earning a tennis scholar-
ship to Indiana State University.” 

BUSINESSWOMAN 
Ann graduated Teutopolis High 

School in 1976, went on to earn a 
sports scholarship to compete in Divi-
sion 1 tennis at Indiana State University 
in Terre Haute until 1978. She then trans-
ferred to Southern Methodist University 
of Dallas, Texas, in 1979, where she 
earned an accounting degree at the 
Cox School of Business in 1980. 

Ann began her professional career at 
Price Waterhouse Coopers in St. Louis 
after graduating from SMU and earning 
her CPA. She obtained an Executive 
MBA degree from the Northwestern 
Kellogg School of Business in Chicago 
in 1990. She did this while commuting 
to Chicago on weekends for two years 
and working at J.M. Schultz Invest-
ment Co., a company founded by her 
father. 

As a third-generation entrepreneur, 
she has carried on the family tradition 
of successfully starting and growing 
several companies in the health care 

Submitted photo
Jack, Jane, Joe, Mary, Ann and Jim Schultz in 
1961.

Submitted photo
Top: Ann during Vantage Outsourcing medi-
cal eye mission trip in Mexico with mother, Fran 
Schultz.
Above: Ann is pictured during Vantage Outsourc-
ing medical eye mission in El Salvador in 1998. 

industry. 
Ann co-founded with family mem-

bers Vantage Outsourcing, a cataract 
surgical service provider, in 1990 and 
later became CEO. Ann saw a need 
in the medical industry – namely in the 
ophthalmology field – for an outsource 
supply company and Vantage Out-
sourcing was created from the ground 
up, with its home base in Effingham. 

Under her helm, the company has 
grown to employ 80 people and reach 
over 30 states, with 17 satellite loca-
tions across the United States. It is the 
second largest company for cataract 
outsourcing services. 

The company enables hospitals 
and clinics that don’t use expensive 
specialized equipment frequently for 
such things as cataract surgery to still 
get the latest equipment technology 
without a large capital investment. The 
company provides everything except 
the surgeon for the procedure for a 
lease fee. 

But long before she began creating 
a successful company, Ann worked in 
the family businesses, learning every-
thing she could. 

J.M. Schultz Investment Co. owned 
eight different businesses, which meant 
Ann sat on many boards, often as the 
only female. The time spent on those 
boards was a learning experience that 
taught her how to navigate a board 
room. 

“I learned by watching others and 
experimenting with different ways of 
doing things. For example, I found as a 
female leader that if I posed my beliefs 
in the form of a question, it was better 

received than in the form of a state-
ment.” 

Deters said in learning to work as a 
woman in a man’s world, she focused 
on being herself, building trust and hav-
ing respect for others. 

“My overall goal was to win people 
over. I never let the female aspect en-
ter my mind nor the thought that I was 
not capable of doing a particular job.” 

Ann has no plans to retire. She 
intends to continue her involvement in 
business as an investor and a mentor to 
entrepreneurs and young CEOs. 

 “Her true passion is to foster others around her to 
succeed, which is the true sign of a great leader.”

Jeff Deters
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1212 W. Evergreen Ave.
Effingham, IL
217-342-2177

302 E. Main St.
Teutopolis, IL
217-857-3800

BAUER FUNERAL HOMES

www.bauerfh.com

Family Owned - Carole Bauer
Brian Young • Mallory Loker• Eric Althoff • Chris Bauer

Effingham Location

Teutopolis Location

As a family-owned and operated funeral home, we take our 
commitment to your family personally. We value your trust 
in us, and it is our honor to help you through your time of 
sorrow with compassionate service, professional guidance 

and a dignified tribute to your dear departed loved one.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
All ages welcome

Make an appointment today!

900 West Temple 
Building A, Suite 208 
Effingham, IL 62401 

217.342.0211 

We welcome all patients; 
no insurance required.

sihf.org

EXPERIENCE TEMPUR-PEDIC TECHNOLOGY!
Scientifically engineered for deeper support, pressure relief and motion stability.

as low as
$33/month for 

60 months.
Total to pay is 

$199999**
Tempur-AdaptTM Medium 

Queen Size Mattress 
SKU# 1073450

**Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding taxes and any 
applicable delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other 
transactions may affect the monthly payment.†

SLUMBERLAND IS WHERE 

THE MIDWEST SHOPS FOR TEMPUR-PEDIC!

THE MATTRESS BRANDS YOU TRUST MOST
Rest easy knowing Slumberland carries the best names in sleep, all in one 
place. Visit us and find the right mattress for you, at the right price

5 YEAR
FINANCING†

$300 BONUS 
CASH* FREE DELIVERY

* 120 NIGHT
GUARANTEE*

*See store for details.

127 STORES!

shop • find stores
join our e-club

222 Broadway Ave. East, Mattoon
Call the store nearest you at 217-235-1400

The 2020 Law Enforcement Torch Run 
Effingham Polar Plunge raised more 
than $40,000 on Feb. 29, beating last 
year’s amount by more than $4,000.

Two-hundred-forty-four participants 
plunged into the chilly waters of Lake 
Sara, some dressed in costume while 
others donned Polar Plunge T-shirts. In 
total, the participants raised $42,432.26.

The Polar Plunge raises funds for Spe-
cial Olympics Illinois.

Kaitlin Cordes photo 
Special Olympics Illinois Ambassador Bradlee Todd shares a 
laugh with 104.3 The Party host Michelle Carman during the after 
party at the Effingham Event Center for the 2020 Effingham Polar 
Plunge. 

Kaitlin Cordes photo

Plungers take to the water during the Effingham 2020 Polar Plunge at Lake Sara Beach. 

Polar 
Plunging

   

Kaitlin Cordes photo

Members of the Bikini Bottomers make their way through the chilly waters of 

Lake Sara during the 2020 Effingham Polar Plunge. 

Kaitlin Cordes photo

The Effingham Lightning Special Olympics team won the golden 

plunger “trophy” for the best group costume during the after party at 

Effingham Event Center for the 2020 Effingham Polar Plunge. The group 

dressed as penguins from the movie “Happy Feet.” 

Kaitlin Cordes photoEffingham Polar Plunge Assistant Director Vanessa Duncan and her daughter take the final plunge of the day during the event at Lake Sara. 
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