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Open FOr Business

Steven DeBoer Golf Academy: 2321 County Road 490 Hanceville, AL 35077
Willow Bend Mortgage: 116 2nd Street SE Cullman, AL 35055

Smith Squared Photography: 91 County Road 717 Cullman, AL 35055
Nadiya’s Patio Store : 423 2nd Ave SW Cullman, AL 35055

Dream Vacations: 256-841-6322 Elite Travel Company: 204 9th Street SW Cullman, AL 35055
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Open FOr Business

Johnson RV Company: 273 Schwaiger Rd. Cullman, AL 35055Family Security Credit Union: : 811 2nd Ave NW Cullman, AL 35055

Camp Liberty: 15719 AL HWY 157 Battleground, AL 35179

Goat Island Brewing: 1646-A John H. Cooper Dr. Cullman, AL 35055



Where are you attend-
ing school? What is your 
major? Why?

I am currently a junior 
at The University of 
Alabama. I am a double 
major in both Marketing 
and Management, along 
with a double special-
ization in Sales and 
Global Business, and a 
minor in Spanish. A part 
from this, I am also in 
the Honors College and 
in the Business Honors 
Program. The reason I 
am studying all that I am 
is because I have always 
have had a love for the 
business world!

What business skills 
have you acquired at the 
Chamber?

Throughout the 
course of my internship, 
I have developed and 
strengthened new and 
existing skills. Database 
up-keep, mass commu-
nication, and time-man-
agement are just some 
of the skills that I have 
been able to develop 
even further since my 
internship. I have been 
able to strengthen my 
communication skills as 
well. I have learned how 
important it is, whether 
verbal or written, to com-
municate with every-
one to ensure they know 
exactly what is going on.

What have you 
learned about the 

Chamber and its posi-
tion in the community?

I have always known 
that the Chamber played 
a huge role in the com-
munity, however I was 
unaware to what extent 
that actually was. After 
two internships here 
at the Chamber, I have 
realized the Chamber 
is the heart and soul of 
Cullman. From uniting 
the community to help-
ing visitors, the cham-

ber does so much. The 
Chamber is very involved 
with their members 
and always improving 
Cullman by the minute.

How will this intern-

ship affect your future 
plans?

Growing up in 
Cullman my whole life, 
it was a dream of mine 
to pack up and leave to 

see what else the world 
had to offer. However, 
after my first internship, 
and especially after this 
internship, I want noth-
ing more than to return 
to Cullman. With my 
internships that I have 
had here at the Chamber, 
I have grown to love 
Cullman more than ever. 
With this said, I have full 

intentions of returning to 
Cullman and working in 
the area to show others 
how great Cullman truly 
is.

What can you take 
away from having 
interned at the Chamber 
that you can apply to 
your career of choice?

I will be able to take 
away all my experienc-
es, skills I have acquired, 
and relationships I have 
made. Whether my expe-
rience was good or bad, 
I was able to always take 
something away from 
it. Based on my experi-
ences, I will be able to 
make better decisions 
down the road and in any 
career I pursue. The skills 
I have developed will 
help in both my person-
al and professional life: 
ensuring that I always 
communicate with those 
around me, understand-
ing the way to make pro-
fessional phone calls, 
and ensuring I keep 
everything organized in 
the beginning will con-
tinue to help me with 
whatever I do. Lastly, no 
matter where I am, I will 
never lose the relation-
ships I have built with 
those here in Cullman, 
and I will continue to 
build and strengthen the 
ones I already have. 
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2016 2nd Quarter Intern Insight – Katie Noriega 

SPONSOR 
T&S PERFECTION CHAIN

Katie Noriega is the Chamber Area Chamber of Commerce 2016 2nd quarter intern.



Tell us a little about 
yourself – where are 
you from, what are 
your hobbies, etc.? 

I ’m  a  m i l i t a r y 
kid, but I  consider 
Jacksonville, NC home. 
That’s where I’ve spent 
the majority of my life. 
Hobbies are anything 
sports related – big 
into fishing and turkey 
hunting. I am married 
to Natalie Newsom 
from Franklin,  TN 
and we have two kids: 
Jackson, 4, and Jenna 
Kate, 19 months.

How did you get 
involved in the tour-
ism industr y? W hat 
drew you to this field 
of interest?

I have been involved 
w i t h  t h e  t o u r-
ism industr y since 
col lege.  At  MTSU 
( Mi d d l e  Te n n e s s e e 
State University),  I 
worked with Campus 
Recreation, and we 
would put on NIRSA 
t o u r n a m e n t s  t h a t 
would bring in teams 
from other colleges 
across the southeast. 

But the main inter-
est is when I was hired 
by the Jacksonvil le 
O n s l o w  S p o r t s 
Commission. I talked to 
a former coach of mine 
and he enlightened 
me about the position 
saying, “You’ll  travel 
and talk about sports 
with other people with 
the same interests.” I 
thought, “This is the 
best job ever.” And I 
still believe Tourism is.

How do you like the 
Cullman Area? What 
has been your favorite 
thing to learn about 
or do in the area?

I am in awe of the 
area. Cullman has a 
charm that is long for-

gotten. Just meeting 
new people every day 
is exciting. I am cur-
rently trying to learn 
about everything in 
Cullman County. 

To be an advocate in 
Tourism, I believe you 
have to know every-
thing in the county. So 
right now I’m focusing 
on that.

W hat are  some 
goals/plans you have 
in mind to grow the 
tourism industry for 
the Cullman Area?

An angle we are 
looking at is enhance-
ment of our festivals to 
draw overnight attend-
ees. So I am touching 

base with those event 
planners and festival 
POCs (point of con-
tacts) and seeing how 
things were done and 
what can be done to 
make it better. 

I  envision more 
events out on Smith 
Lake, as that is a dia-
mond for the area. 
Also I would like to 
see more group tours 
in the area. So I think 
we may plan on talking 
to Motor Coach Tour 
companies and see 
how to get them here.

What do you feel is 
Cullman’s major thing 
it’s “got going on”?

Of course, Rock the 
South is a huge draw. 
That is a signature 
event for the area, but 
after that, I  think it 
has got to be the fes-
tivals. In the Tourism 
industry, this has been 
a paradigm shift. 

More people are 
wanting that nostalgic 
feel. And I think what 
we “got going on” is 
that. Again it’s going to 
be finding a way to get 
people here and want 
to stay. By staying, the 
visitor contributes a 
lot to the local area. 

Jesse Newsom Interview – 
New Tourism Director
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Jesse Newsom

Our 2nd Quarter 
Business After Hours 
event, Summer Samplers 
in the Breezeway, was 
held on Thursday, June 
16th from 5:30-7:00 
p.m. The Cullman Area’s 
premier business net-
working event enjoyed 
a warm summer night 
sampling a showcase of 
the fantastic local flavors 
that the Cullman area 
has to offer. Plenty of 
contacts and new friends 
were made as everyone 
mingled, enjoying their 
time tasting new dish-
es and talking with one 
another. Thank you to all 
of our attendees and par-
ticipating restaurants: 
Alabama Italian Ice & 
Beverage LLC (D.B.A. 
Repicci’s Trio, Augusta’s 
Sports Grill, Brandin’ 
Iron Steakhouse, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Carlton’s 

Italian Restaurant, 
Chick-fil-A of Cullman, 
Grumpy’s Italian Grill, 
Cullman Brewers Guild, 
Guthrie’s, Jim ‘N Nick’s 
Bar-B-Q, Johnny’s Bar-
B-Q, Karma’s Coffee 
House, Kernel Kullman, 
Lawler’s Barbecue, 
Lombardo’s Pasta Bar, 
Papa Murphy’s Take ‘n 

Bake Pizza, Southern 
Eats - Meals to Go, Sweet 
Peppers Deli, Wallace 
State and the All Steak 
Restaurant. Thank you to 
our Presenting Sponsor 
HH Technologies, Inc. 
and our Entertainment 
Sponsor Lamar 
Advertising. 

Summer Samplers in the Breezeway

Todd Self, HH Technologies with Lisa Dickinson, winner 
of a PolarCool.
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T h e  Cu l l m a n  A re a 
Cha m b e r  o f  Co m m e rc e 
Yo u n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l s 
Group ( YPCul lman)  is  a 
professional  development 
p ro g ra m  t h a t  e n c o u ra g -
es YPs to take ownership 
i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 
p r ov i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
to  grow so  these  young 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a re  i n s p i re d 
to lead with enthusiasm, 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  p a s -
sion.  YPCullman is  an out-
let  for  the  next  genera-
tion of  leaders to channel 
their  energy and enhance 
t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  p o t e n -
tial .  This  new program is 

designed for  young pro-
f e s s i o n a l s ,  a g e s  2 2 - 3 9 . 
O ve r  t i m e,  we  e n v i s i o n 
YP Cul lman members  to 
take str ides in several  fac-
ets  of  the Cullman area, 
including but not  l imited 
to:  community awareness 
and concer n,  committee 
i n v o l v e m e n t ,  e n t re p re -
neur ia l  roundtables  and 
leadership roles. 

T h e  C h a m b e r ’s  3 r d 
Quarter  YPCullman event 
wil l  take place on Tuesday, 
Au g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 1 6  a t  T P 
Countr y Club from 5:00-
800 p.m. The guest  speak-
er  wil l  be Barr y McGriff  of 

McGr i f f  Industries.  Light 
hors d’oeuvres and bever-
ages will  be available to 
attendees. Come out for a 
great night of fun, discus-
sion and networking as we 
get to know one another 
and discuss the future of 
the Cullman area. Tickets 
are $15. For more infor-
mation,  please call  the 
Chamber at 256-734-0454 
or  email  info@cullman-
chamber.org.  Thank you 
to our Presenting Sponsor 
Zeb Litt le  Law and to 
our  Quar ter ly  Sponsor 
Wi l loughby Roof ing  & 
Sheet Metal, Inc.

YPCullman to Meet for 3rd Quarter Session in August 

QUARTERLY SPONSOR 
WILLOUGHBY ROOFING 

& SHEET METAL, INC.

PRESENTING 
SPONSOR 
ZEB LITTLE

The Chamber is now seeking nominations 

for participants in our annual Leadership 

Cullman County class for the year of 2016-17. 

Class size will be limited to 20 participants. The 

tuition fee is $575, which covers all expenses 

associated with the program. To nominate 

someone (self-nominations are also encour-

aged), please fill out an application online 

at www.cullmanchamber.org or call 256-734-

0454 for more information. The application 

deadline is July 31st.

2016-17 Leadership Cullman 
County Graduation

The Chamber’s Total 
Resource Campaign (TRC) 
for 2016-17 has a very 
fun theme this year – the 
Olympics – with a tagline of 
“Going for the Goal!” 
The Total Resource 
Campaign is a mem-
bership and spon-
sorship drive. This 
provides opportu-
nities for Chamber 
Members to market at 
cost. We offer a vari-
ety of programs and 
events for every area 
of business no mat-
ter what your budget! 
Sponsorship renew-
als will be from July 
8-22, 2016. Volunteers 
will be reaching out 
to the community to 
give businesses and 
companies the oppor-

tunity to sponsor an event 
or program, or to join* the 
Chamber. The 2016-17 
TRC “Olympics” leadership 
consists of: Chair: Shirley 

Quattlebaum – State Farm, 
Vice Chair: Cheryl Bailey – 
Cullman Regional Medical 
Center, Vice Chair: Melissa 
Cartee – Cullman Electric 

Cooperative, Vice 
Chair: Roy Drinkard – 
Drinkard Development, 
and Vice Chair: Jimmy 
Hodges – Wallace State 
Community College. 
If you would like 
to sponsor one of the 
Chamber’s programs or 
events, please contact 
Magan Bartlett at 256-
734-0454 or by email 
at mbartlett@cullman-
chamber.org for a list 
of volunteers. *Please 
note you may join the 
Chamber throughout 
the year.

Total Resource Campaign Kicks Off




